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Family Game Night January 23!!

Need a break from | ow littlest gamers. help with this

uary weather? Got 0Cabin 5 'Y & Theredl |l b e aeventaplease t

Fever o? You, you 9-.‘ ’ of pizzas and soda, along let Polly Rein

friends and neighbors can a¥ \ \/ with coffee and tea to or Claudine

have a fun night out on January ¥ ‘\‘ S .ti enjoy before the Capps know.

23 at our Game Night. Join us ocompetitiond begTihsIANYARY 23at6:00 P.M. in
at 6:00 pm for pizza, beverag- The Congregational Life Fell owship Hal/l Youdl
es and lots and lots of games. Committee appreciates a evening at our GAME NIGHT!

Wedl | have boar d g amemonetarydonation of $3 to $5 for piz-

games for kids and adults, and you za. Polly Rein and Claudine Capps

can bring some to share if you like. If you have any specific games Congregational Life

Babysitting will be provided for the youdd | i ke to play, or if youdéd |ike to

The More The Metyiedthi Linn

Starting Wednesday, January 6, youth
club will see several changes.

The first change will hopefully be
more children. This is the first week
that the Methodist children are invited
to join us.

Much like their older counter-
parts, we hope that by combining sev-
eral of the downtown churches we will

have more to offer them in classes and
Christian fellowship.
Youth Club will still begin at
6:00 p.m. The combined classes will
run until 7:00 p.m. There will be no
change in the preschool/Tiny Bells
program. There will be no change in
the Middle School/Puppets program.
The second change is that

practice for the choir will now run

from 7:00-7:30 p.m. Those children in
that age group will stay at the church
until 7:30 p.m. Child care is provided
during that time, so if you have chil-
dren in other age groups, your young-
er ones can move into the nursery and
older kids can go to the teen room
downstairs for the last 30 minutes.

321 n 5th Street

The mission statement of First
Presbyterian Church is to help
make connections

e  between people and Christ
. among people who worship

and serve together

. between our members, thei
ministry and the needs of
the world.
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2009 Annual Report

As | reflect on 2009, once
again | see
grace. It has been a year of
challenge and encourage-
ment, a year of hope and
anticipation, a year of say-
ing hello and good -bye.

We sadly bid our fare-
wells to several saints this
year: Phoebe Hull , Anna-
belle & Herman Dahlisten
Gary & David DeFosse ,
Janet Boley , Don Malcom
Margaret Leonard
Lucretia Reid , Walter
Lippert , Norma McCart-
ney, Leroy Pease, Louise
& Jim Stewart . We warmly
welcomed into member-
ship our Confirmation
Class: Brooke Byars, Jus-
tin Randall, Caleb
Hemphill, Jessica Coul-
ter, Bennett Stewart,
Isaac Wells . We joyfully
welcomed new members:
Kay Hallowell, John
Dahlsten, Cathy Brink,
Whitney Kinney, Eric
Nalley, Judy Nalley, Mar-
ilyn Leight, Tom & Sandy
Russell, Nicholas Clay-
ton, Katie French, Barba-
ra Blom. We happily bap-
tized Ava Brandenburg,
Madeleine Pollard, Max
French, Whitney Kinney,
Katie French.

Our staff has worked

hard to keep up with the

G o d needs and demands of run-

ning and serving a church.
Dawn Boche continues to
keep the office at peak effi-
ciency, handling the financ-
es, newsletter and bulle-
tins, our questions and con-
cerns, and just about every-
thing else that needs to be
done. Dr. Don

Allgood continues to do

Pastor's
Report

visitation and serves com-
munion to the homebound.
He also keeps tabs on the
Small Groups and the
Gems, making sure all have
great resources at their
disposal. Kathi Linn enthu-
siastically oversees the
Sunday morning, Sunday
night and Wednesday night
programs with our children
and youth. She added to
her duties by taking a part -
time CE position with First

United Methodist Church
in August. Christine
Dwight has kept our facili-
ties looking nice and clean
and Andrew Osborn and
Justin Randall have been
the go-to guys on Sunday
mornings. Kady Dewey
and Beth Boche take good
care of our little ones. Lin-
da J. Hale has kept our
music fresh, not only with
her organ and piano play-
ing, but also by including
different musicians in the
order of worship through-
out the year. Millie
Comiskey has continued
to keep the choir singing
wonderful anthems and a
Christmas cantata.

| am grateful to all the
committee moderators and
their teams of dedicated
volunteers. | am blessed
by the Deacons who take
care of our church family
needs in a variety of ways.
And | am thankful for all of
you who call FPC your
church home. It has been a
joy worshipping with you
and serving alongside you
this past year. | am looking
forward to 2010 and all that
God has in store for us as
His disciples and children.
In His service,
Deb
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Glimpses of Gbaoeb Kinney

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

As we begin a new year together, |

will be also beginning a new phase of
my life as a pastor. For three weeks in
January, for 2010-12, | will be taking
classes at San Francisco Theological
Seminary in the area of spiritual direc-
tion. This will fulfill my continuing ed-
ucation requirement of our denomina-
tion.

For three years | took classes in
spiritual direction at Chestnut Hill Col-
lege in Pennsylvania. | had been ac-
cepted into the training program to
become a certified spiritual director
right before receiving my call to FPC.

I regularly saw a spiritual director

who was an ordained Presbyterian
pastor. When | moved to Burlington, |
began seeing a new director, who has
since been called to Ethiopia to teach
at a school there.

Spiritual direction has been popu-

lar in the Catholic and Episcopalian
traditions for many years. It is only in
recent years that it is being taught in
Presbyterian seminaries. As a result,
many people do not even have a clue
as to what spiritual direction entails.
The easiest definition is that it is
spiritual counseling, or counseling for
the soul instead of the psyche. Liz
Budd Ellmann, Executive Director of
Spiritual Directors International, de-
fines it this way:
explores a deeper relationship with
the spiritual aspect of being human.
Simply put, spiritual direction is help-
ing people tell their sacred stories
every day. é 1t is
what spiritual direction does than what
spiritual direction is. Spiritual direc-
tion helps us learn how to live in
peace, with compassion, promoting
justice, as humbl e
also been called holy listening.

Board of Deacons Annual Report

The Board of Deacons has had a busy,
active, and productive year. Changes
in membership were made in
June with newly elected mem-
bers. A smooth transition was
made with Jo Hamilton, Lou
Harter, Penny Rucker, Lin-

da Tickel and Mary McAl-

lister replacing those who

had completed their terms of
office. A special thanks to

Lori Bray, Terri Huddleston, Bruce
Morrison, Ramona Sandrock  and

Julie Schulthies for their service.
Continuing members are Betty Cam-
eron, Bob Cameron, Toddy
Gorman, Chuck Hanson,
Elmer Johansmeier, Jill Me-
hhafy -Nalley and Colleen
Wittkamp.

The Deacons Handbook
was revised and updated with
modifications and is available
to all church members. A cur-
rent roster of deacons is listed. A de-

scription of various ministries and the

CONNECTIONS

| will be flying out on January 9
and returning on January 30. Classes
begin on January 10 and finish after
supper on January 29. While | am
away, | have asked another pastor, the
Rev. Vicki
United Church of Christ,  to cover the
pastoral emergencies. That means she
will be available to do funerals and
handle other emergency situations.
The regular hospital visits and congre-

0 S gational care will still be handled by

Dr. Don Allgood and the Deacons. As
with any pastoral concern, please con-
tact our church office; | will be able to

be reached via cell phone during non -
e aclass hours.

May God richly bless you and your
families as we seek to be His disciples
in 2010.

In His service,
Deb

deacon responsible for its function is
included. The ministries are Extended
Communion, Greeters, Meal Ministry,
Member Contact, Notes/Cards, Spe-
cial Friends, Sunday Fellowship Hour,
Ushers and Young Adult Outreach.
You may contact any deacon if you
have a concern or need that we can
fill.

Respectfully submitted,

Betty & Bob Cameron
Co-Moderators

Colleen Wittkamp , Secretary

Engel mann

o-
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JANUARY

B
B:30 AM Choir Pratice

P:30 AM Worship

b:00 PM SMUC Leaders Mtg
6:00 PM SMUC @ FPC

4
7:00 PM Property
Committee

5
7:00 PM Mission
Committee

6
7:15 AM Men's Bible
Study
8:30 AM Women's
Bible Study
9:45 AM Presbyterian
Women Circle Mtg
6:00 PM Exploring The
Bible
6:00 PM Handbell
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Youth Club
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 PM Worship
Committee

7

10:30 AM Gems

1:00 PM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM Welcoming
Committee

7:00 PM Movie Nite

10

[Gary Chapman @ Auditorium
130 AM Choir Pratice

:30 AM Worship

10:30 AM Sunday School
:00 PM SMUC @ FPC

11 12
7:00 PM CE
Committee

13

7:15 AM Men's Bible
Study

8:30 AM Women's
Bible Study

6:00 PM Exploring The
Bible

6:00 PM Handbell
Rehearsal

6:00 PM Youth Club
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal

14
10:30 AM Gems
1:00 PM Staff Meeting

15

16

17

:30 AM Choir Pratice
130 AM Worship

10:30 AM Sunday School

18 19

Martin Luther King, ). Day

6:00 PM Deacons

20

7:15 AM Men's Bible
Study

8:30 AM Women's
Bible Study

6:00 PM Exploring The
Bible

6:00 PM Handbell
Rehearsal

6:00 PM Youth Club
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal

21

10:30 AM Gems

1:00 PM Staff Meeting
1:30 PM Hope Haven
6:30 PM Yum-Yum

22

23
6:00 PM Family Game
Night

24

8:30 AM Choir Pratice
9:30 AM Worship

10:30 AM Sunday School
6:00 PM SMUC @ FPC

25 26
6:30 PM Book Study
7:00 PM Board of
Trustees

27

7:15 AM Men's Bible
Study

8:30 AM Women's
Bible Study

6:00 PM Exploring The
Bible

6:00 PM Handbell
Rehearsal

6:00 PM Youth Club
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal

28
10:30 AM Gems
1:00 PM Staff Meeting

29

30

31

10:30 AM Annual Meeting
10:30 AM Sunday School
6:00 PM SMUC @ FPC

9:30 AM Worship-Youth Sunday
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Serv

Ing You...

USHERS...
Jan 3:

Jan 10:
Jan 17:

Jan 24.

Jan 31:

GREET

Jan 3: Bonnie White, Terri Huddleston
Jan 10: Linda Tickel, Jean Miller
Jan 17: Claudine Capps,
Geniece Repertinger
Jan 24: Polly Rein, Claudine Capps

*Dick Fischer, Dennis Daedlow, Jim French, Chuck Hanson, Bruce
Morrison

*Curt Blom, Rex Beetner, Bob Cameron, Ken Newton, Kevin Wittkamp
Barb Garcia, Javier Garcia, Vernave Garcia, JCaleb Hemphill,
Mackenzie Osborn, Julie Schulthies, Andrew Wells, Brian Wells

*Mr. Shirley Webster, Craig Gilchrist, EImer Johansmeier, Lee Parks,
Marion Shaffer

*Bonnie Stewart, Claudine Capps, Terri Huddleston, Judy Parks,
Bonnie White

ERSe LI TURGI STSé

Jan 3: Becky Stensland
Jan 10: Larsonaires

Jan 17: Readers Theatre
Jan 24: Jim Elmer

Jan 31: Youth

Jan 31: Pat Cummings,
Toddy & Mike Gorman

ELDER®/arcia Bailey , Curtis Blom, Karen Dewey, Jim Elmer, Ted Francis, Mike
Gorman, Sue Sattler, Becky Stensland, Ken Velharticky, Tom White, Pat
Whitmore and Kevin Wittkamp. Polly Rein (clerk of session),

DEACONB

etty Cameron, Bob Cameron, Toddy Gorman, Jo Hamilton, Chuck

Hanson, Lou Harter, EImer Johansmeier, Mary McAllister, Jill Mehaffy -Nalley,
Penny Rucker, Linda Tickel and Colleen Wittkamp.

BOARD OF TRUSTHHIECarter, Dick Fischer, Tom Murphy (vice President),
Craig Osborn (Treasurer), Ken Velharticky (Secretary), Kevin Wittkamp

(President)

COMMITTEE MODERATORS:

Christian Education:
Congregational Life:

Deacons:
Mission:
Personnel:
Treasurer:
Stewardshi

Becky Stensland Property: Kevin Wittkamp
Polly Rein/ Finance: Ken Velharticky
Claudine Capps Welcoming: Tom White

Bob & Betty Cameron Worship: Pat Whitmore
Mike Gorman Endowment: Don Krekel
Ted Francis Memorial: Karen Dewey
Craig Osborn Scholarship: Karen Dewey
p: Jim Elmer

CONNECTIONS

........................... Carl Boley
Ken Velharticky
Sheri Armstrong

........................................ Jim Hugg
January 6.......ccceeueennn. Brock Dengler
January 8........ccceeeviieens David Bouge
...................................... Doug Keck
............................ .LaDonna Putnam
January 10........cccceevverene Libby Eibes
January 15........cccceeiiinene Josi Clayton
......................................... Jane Snider
January 16...........cccoeeuenee Jack Behrens
.......................................... Vi Ernst
.................... Debbie Wehrle
January 17.......ccccceevvinneen. Rex Beetner
..................................... Jeslee Bray
.................................. Sally Jamison
January 18.........cccccovvnineeen. Jestin Bray
...................................... Bob Sattler
January 19 David LaFever
January 20............... Jeanine Anderson
January 21........ccccoeeeeee Lauren Briggs
.................................... Vickie Carhoff
January 23.......... Michael Salino -Hugg
January 24.................... Owen Stewart
.................................. Cara Van Order
January 25................. Erin Abramsohn
January 29........cccceeeee Anita Erickson
............................... Brenda Frederick
January 30.......cccceeuees Roger Erickson
.................................. Mary McAllister
......................................... Isaac Wells

Property Committee Annual Report

Once again, it was a busy year for
the Property Committee in more ways
than one. We were fortunate to have
three new people join our committee
this year. They have brought a bunch
of wonderful ideas and have jumped
right in helping out. The newest com-
mittee members are: Caleb
Hemphill , Justin Randall , and An-
drew Wells . If anyone else is interest-
ed in joining, please contact a mem-
ber of the Property Committee.

The year started out on a soggy
note. It began with a phone call from
Barb Garcia on December 28, 2008.
The basement had flooded. It was
soon determined to be a backed up
storm drain. We tried to dry it out
while we contacted the insurance
company. A claim was filed and we
reached a settlement for the repairs.
In many ways we were fortunate; this
was one of the areas that the commit-
tee already had on the list to renovate
in 2009. We got the drain plugged and
covered, and with that left picking out
carpet and paint remained. If you ever
want to see a rambunctious committee
meeting, come and watch 16 people
try to agree on paint color and carpet
styles. The end result was excellent
and definitely a hit with the youth. Due
to the extraordinary efforts of our in
house painting crew, we had enough
money left over for the Christian Edu-
cation Committee to get the wonderful
sack chairs. They are really comforta-
ble. | even got to witness Jack Naylor
do a belly flop in one. Too bad the

camera wasndt handy.

wall was another great idea the com-
mittee came up with. There has been
some great artwork appearing there.

Other significant repairs were a new
burner in the big boiler, and new re-
frigeration units in the kitchen.

We continued our quarterly work-
days and accomplished many things
around the building this year. Some of
the major items that were done in-
clude replastering and painting the
choir room and northeast stairwell,
handrails in the sanctuary, installation
of digital thermostats throughout,

painting the basement, and covering
the cistern on Mason Road, and not to
mention countless other items such as
replacing light bulbs, installing new
ceiling tiles, fixing broken doors, re-
placing loose screws, etc. There are
many wonderful people in our church
family that help us get so much done.
We also implemented the Job Box.
Anyone who has need for minor re-
pairs or help around their house, may

drop in their name and phone number
and the Property committee will con-
tact them. We have great hopes for
this program as a mission for the com-
mittee to provide for those with needs
in our church and community.

We have set new goals in 2010.
Some of the items we want to accom-
plish are: new lighted signs installed
on the exterior of the church, lighting
the stained glass windows at night,
installing a pitched roof above the
choir room and repairs to the sanctu-
ary plaster.

Please thank members of the
Property Committee for all the work
they do around our wonderful build-
ing day in and day out. We have a
great group of people on the commit-
tee who get a lot of things done, many
of which are not noticed. There are
also several people outside the com-
mittee that are here helping every
day. | keep asking them to join, but
guess they would rather participate in
the work without having to attend any
meetings. Without people like those
on the committee and in thecongrega-
tion, our building would fall into disre-
pair. So a very big thank you to every-
one!

Serving on the Property Commit-

tee this year were: Chuck Hanson,
Caleb Hemphill, Steve Hemphill,
Jesse McCormick, David Miller,
Jack Naylor, Justin Randall, Chuck
Rucker, Laura Snipes, Sandy Smith,
Mr. Shirley Webster, Andrew Wells,
Bonnie White, and Tom White,

Respectfully Submitted,
Kevin Wittkamp , Moderator
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2009 Annual Report Congregational Care Ministries & Sma

I 6 vSMALE GROUPS

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

| try to treat the people on whom | call
in an even-handed manner. Some are
very eager to talk and want me to
come often and stay a long time. Oth-
ers may be somewhat impaired phys-
ically and/or mentally or both, or may
be experiencing discomfort or pain. |
try to meet their needs as | can and let
them influence the frequency and
length of visits.

| try to be helpful to and an advo-
cate for those who may need more
and different attention as the situation
affords them. | try to witness to them
and pray for them as appropriate for
their needs. | have become friends
with most | call on and have received
expressions of appreciation orally,

Gifts & Memorials/Scholarship Committees Annual Report

The Gifts and Memorials Committee
met several times during the year, and
will continue to meet to discuss needs
of the church.

We have found that phoning
works better because of our busy
lives, but we will be convening to dis-
CUSS upcoming issues.

This last year we were able to
purchase tablecloths for Fellowship
Hall and recently voted to give the
money necessary for the purchase of
new paraments for the sanctuary.

written and by third -par ti es.
asked by them to patrticipate in their
eulogy, to be a pall bearer or to speak
to family for them.

situations with Pastor Deb and some-
times with the Deacon who calls on
them.

My visits are usually by appoint-
ment if it is practical to contact them in
advance. | take communion to several

CONNECTIONS

The average small group has a life
span of two to three years. We have
beénrfo?tdngte & Hakk Pn!)sFo‘?o%r
groups functioning well into the sev-
enth year. There have been some
changes and some dropping out but |
would say our losses have been about
ten percent in those years. Attempts to
add new groups have not been very

that are not on the dgagG fitfch Ak i8 L& o the

| meet with the Gems group each
Thursday and regularly have a lesson
prepared. Additionally, they have a
service project, games and lunch.
Pastor Deb and | meet each Monday
for fifteen to thirty minutes to review
my activities and plan the week
ahead.

The Scholarship Committee is a
sub-committee of the Gifts and Memo-
rials Committee, and was able to
award several scholar-
ships for our deserving

ler Buckles, Christo-

fact that people find themselves to be
actively involved in other groups and
responsibilities within our church fam-
ily. | keep in touch with the groups
and encourage them to express their
needs for assistance. The leadership
of the groups has been very conscien-
tious and able.

Respectfully submitted,
Don Allgood

ate of Burlington High School.
Scholarships are awarded in the
spring, and we welcome any current
member of First Presby-

h' ; terian Church to make
youth. Jon Peterson, Ty- }t']”laﬂ application. Applications

pher Walz, Elizabeth

Abramsohn and Craig

Francis were awarded

second, third, or fourth year scholar-
ships. Emily Peterson was awarded a
first year scholarship as a 2009 gradu-

will be available after
G—) February 1, and due at the

end of February to the
church office.

Respectfully Submitted,
Karen Dewey , Moderator
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Church  Connections

PW News

PW Circle meeting Wednesday, Janual
at 9:45 a.m. in the churcboan Hertzler
is the hostesBrenda Frederick is co
hostess, study leaderisa Ann Elmer.
The mission this month is CCCdme to
Church with aCan).

The lesson for January is #4nd of
Promise or The Promise Land.

All women in the congregation are welcome to attend.
Please contadiancy Lazenbyfor more information.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be
ANN A held after the Sunday morning worship service
(-;L

on January 31, at 10:30 a.m. in Fellowship
A

E\l/ Craig Osborn and Trustee President Kevin

Wittkamp  will be presenting the budget.

6\ > Members of the congregation will have an op-
: portunity to ask questions of the moderators as

well as concerning the budget.

The purpose of the meeting will be to receive
the 2010 Budget, vote on a change to the by -
laws reducing the number of Elders on Session
from 12 to 9 and approve the call for the Pastor
for 2010, including the financial package.

7 At this meeting the Session committee modera-
tors will also be presenting reports on their
committee work and goals for 2010. Treasurer

Hall . That will also be Youth Sunday in January.

ByLaws Change

During the December Session meeting, it was approved chang-
ing the number of Elders needed for Session, because of addi-
tion of Board of Trustees, be reduced to 9 from 12 and to
change FPC By-Laws to reflect these numbers. The present
Elders will continue through June, completing their terms. Be-
cause of this change, there will be no elders nominated and
elected in May 2010. There will be deacon and trustee nomina-
tions and election at the Congregational meeting in May.

By-Law #12 will be changed to read:
The total number of Session members shall be nine,
three to be elected at the special -called meeting in May
each year for three -year terms.

YumYum

| t 6sl Tast F#u

Join Us!

The Yum-Yum group will meet Thursday , January 21, at

6:30 p.m. in the restaurant that caters to alligators. If you'd like
to come, call Mike or Toddy Gorman  at 208-0842, or just be
there!

The offering enve-
lopes are ready
and can be picked
-up in Fellowship
Hall on Sunday
after Worship or
weekdays during
regular office
hours.

Envelopes

Note from the Knitwits. ..

The Knitwits will not meet in January and February. The weath-
er can be so uncertain. Faithful makers of our prayer shawls

can always continue to work in the warmth of their

homes. Thanks and Blessings to those church women who con-
tinue this ministry!

Interested in learning more about the
Bible? Dr. Sherman

Williams has graciously agreed to
lead a Bible study in the Parlor on
Wednesday nights, from 6 -7 p.m. dur-
ing January. The first class will be Jan-

uary 6. (Pastor Deb will be away on
/7~ N\~ \\ study leave at San Francisco Semi-
nary.)
BIBI_E ST“nv This is a continuation of the Ex-
ploring the Bible Together class begun
Hm AI.I. in the Fall of 2009. That class skimmed
through the Old Testament while tak-
ing time to answer any and all questions from those attending.
The format will remain the same, with a time for questions (so
no prior knowledge of the Bible is needed), as the class looks
at the New Testament as well. It is also during Youth Club time,
so childcare is already provided!
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1st Presbyterian Church
Burlington, IA
Minutes of session 12/21/09

Pastor/Moderator Deb Millekinney opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with prayer

Elders present: Karen Dewey, Jim Elmer, Ted Francis, Mike Gorman, Sue Sattler, Becky Stensland, Ken Velharticky,
Tom White, Kevin Wittkamp
Elders excused: Marcia Bailey, Curtis Blom, Pat Whitmore

Session MinutesAPPROVED

Committee Reports RECEIVED
Comments:

e Mission: Boomerang Backpack program extended through week before Christmas; will add another period
after January 2010. Coordinating with Angel Food Ministries at Zion UCC for food purchases.

o Personnel: Interviews for Administrative Assistant completed; no one hired, and Dawn will continue until
replacement is selected; the ad will be run locally after January 1. A note from Dawn reminding all commit-
tees to coordinate their activities. Discussion continued with the reading of the letter from Teresa Salino -
Hugg (attached to minutes). Moved and DEFEATED to write letter of apology from Session, sent by Clerk.
Moved and APPROVED Personnel Moderator will write letter explaining decision regarding Salino -Hugg
complaint.

« Nominating: Discussion of number of Elders needed for our Session, because of addition of Board of Trus-
tees. Moved to reduce Session members to 9, from 12, and to change By -Laws to reflect these numbers. Pre-
sent Elders will continue through June, completing their terms. APPROVED

Old Business:

e Inactive member list APPROVED.

o Ken Velharticky presented the budget report from the Trustees. At their January 4 meeting the board will
know expense and income figures. Moved the budget be balanced by using 2009 financial carryover for the
2010 year. APPROVED

e I't was again discussed the situation of one
The Trustees will address what would be a good check and balance system to prevent errors.

« It was moved the Deacons would be included in the 2010 budget in lieu of monthly first Sunday loose offer-
ings. APPROVED

person

Approvals
e Wedding of Justin Pollard and Suellen Harn. APPROVED
« Inactive member list APPROVED.
« Remove Martin, Teresa, Anna and Michael Salino -Hugg from membership. APPROVED with the exception
that if Anna is 21, she will be notified separately.

Cl er k ds : Woagpartr t

Upcoming Dates:
Congregational Meeting January 31 after worship.
Next Session meeting February 15.

Meeting closed with Prayer by Pastor Deb Miller -Kinney at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
Polly Rein, Clerk

2009 Year End Report

Committee Members:

Kevin Witt-

kamp, Don Allgood, Kelly Osborn,
Jill Mehaffey -Nalley, Jessica
McCormick, Polly Rein, Kathi Linn
(CE Director) and
Becky Stensland &
Committee Moderator

2009 could be de-
scribed as a year of
great change for our
Christian Education
program.

We said goodbye
to Youth Music
leader Nick Spen-
cer and welcomed
Laura and Craig
Snipes as our
Youth Club Music
leaders, starting in
the fall.

e KathiLinn

is now part time CE

Dirctor for First United Methodist
Church in addition to her position

here.

7~ N\

N
\

A

/,/\.

Christian
Education

Beth Boche became our full time
Nursery attendant with Kady
Dewey and MacKenzie Osborn

serving as substitutes.

Sunday School time has been-

moved to follow worship. Kat hi 0 ¢

childrends

Ses.

message
end of the worship service and

the children and teachers leaving
from the sanctuary for their clas-

We purchased new
Sunday School and
Youth Club curricu-
lum.

New items (the
popular large bean-
bag chairs) were
purchased for the
basement.

The basement area
went through an
overall due to water
problems and it is
now a much im-
proved area for
youth classes and
activities.

Two groups of Con-

firmation students will be com-
bined and Confirmation will
begin for those students in the
spring of 2010.

o Pastor Deb added a new Bible

study

cl ass

It meets Wednesday evening and
will be back by popular demand

in 2010.

Our Vacation Bible School theme

dubbed

wa s

o0 Camp

bined with children and helpers from
several other churches to provide a
wonderful experience for all.100 chil-
dren were registered for the week
long Bible School held at our church

with our CE director Kathi heading up

the planning and implementation of a
very big and busy program.

Our middle and high school youth
continue to meet Sunday evenings;

several attended the Dare2Share con-

ference held last March in St. Louis.
The Session graciously funded
K at hatténdance at a Christian Edu-

cation

Directorséd

brought back exciting ideas for our
youth programs.
Kelly Osborn and Kevin Witt-

kamp ar e

set to go

conference in February 2010.

The 2009 youth year ended with a

fabulous Christmas program on De-
cember 20 in Sunday morning wor-
ship. The sanctuary was filled with all
the children costumed and participat-
ing in the telling of the original Christ-
mas story of the birth of Jesus.

Respectfully submitted,

Becky Stensland

Session moderator of the Christian
Education committee

Endowment Committee Annual Report

ment Committee is responsible for

First Presbyterian Church has endow-
ment funds invested at Two Rivers
Bank and Trust and Farmers and Mer-
chants Bank and Trust. The Endow-

meeting quarterly to monitor those
accounts, as well as meeting with the

bankds

about the funds and determine the
best way for funds to be invested.
Members of the Endowment Commit-

McAllister

representat i v eteeare WilmaHemphill, Francis
and Marcia Steifel

t

Wil dernessbo

Conf

0o a
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Christian Education Committee

2009 has been a year of changing pro-
grams here at First Presbyterian
Church. Change is good. It keeps us
fresh.

Our Sunday school continues to
buck the norm across the nation. We
are one of only a few churches who
continue to have classes
available for all ages from
age three (diaper free)
through high school. Most
churches have programs
only through elementary
school.

Following the Burling-
ton school calendar, they
meet during the school
year. Since the children,
youth and their families
are so involved in school
activities, this remains the
best way to schedule
church events.

New curriculum was cho-
sen this year by the Chris-
tian Education Committee
members. All classes were
given the same curriculum
program, but appropriate
to their age level. There
has been mixed reviews
from the teachers, but they
are all seasoned veterans
in the classroom and have
put together meaningful
classes each week.

The year we were able to buy
new bibles more easily read by the
younger children. Several Bible story-
books and new DVDs were added to
pre -school class. This was possible
through donations given at a free -will
offering during a luncheon last year.

The lower level, which houses
classrooms for all children above pre-
school age, was given a completely
new look. There is now new carpeting
and fresh paint on the walls, following
a water leak. It was a nice place to
house nearly 100 young people on a

CONNECTIONS

children to their classrooms at that

time, we would manage to keep of few

of them. It didndt

mittee and | are considering some

other options for next year.

Youth Club has always been a

huge success for church members and
their friends. We see
youth here who do not
attend Sunday School
classes, so itis a very im-
portant contact. Youth
from pre -school through
Middle School meet to
practice music or puppet-

Director o

CHRIS

EDUCATION

Annual Report

mission trip this past summer.

There is a marked decline in Sun-
day School attendance as parents pre-
fer to go home as soon as church is
finished. We hoped that by moving

AN

ry for twenty minutes.
After that practice, every-
one settles down for a
religious lesson, and are
then dismissed at 7:00 PM.

As our membership
has changed, so has our
attendance at youth club.
We still get regular at-
tendance of approximate-
ly 70% of children eligible
to attend.

It was decided by
the CE Committee to in-
vite children from other
churches to join us on
Wednesday evenings. An
invitation was offered and
accepted by the Methodist
First and Grace churches.
That relationship will
begin the first week in January. To
accommodate these children, youth
club singing practice will now be from
7:00 0 7:30 p.m.. Laura Snipes , music
leader, has agreed to the change in

the chil drends messagtme.

the worship service and taking the

Youth Sunday continues to be a

wor |

S.M.UACLIVItie®y Kathi Linn

S.M.U.C. members spent another fun
day playing Paintball with their

friends and fearless leaders. This time
they had an all male cast as | was al-
ready busy that day. According to
Wayne and Kevin it didn't hurt as
much with heavy coats on. As a bonus,
there was a drawing to win a complete
paintball package which included

gun, bullets and head gear. Marshall
Moyer was the lucky winner. He was
very happy it was his birthday the day

C.E.SCHEDULE

Sunday School

. January 3- NO CLASS

e Classesresume Sunday
January 10 from
10:30-11:15 a.m..

before. The rest of the month

was spent in regular Sunday evening
meetings. During the final December
meeting, everyone was given a gift.
These packages were different sizes
and weights. And made various
sounds as the youth shook them. One
young man from Grace Methodist was
sure he had the keys to a fancy car in
his package. Then, without letting
them open their gifts, they were all

Youth Club

e Classes every Wednesday in Jan-
uary. 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. for pre-
school and middle school stu-
dents; 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. choir re-
hearsal for elementary age chil-
dren

@Ome tGurch with@n

The need for food is especially great
during this holiday season, so please
remember to pick up an extra can of
food to bring to church each week. It
can mean so much to someone who
has nowhere else to turn, but still must
survive.

Non-perishable Food
Soup
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruits
Macaroni and Cheese
Peanut Butter
Tuna Fish
Meat (Spam, Corned Beef,
Deviled Ham, Vienna Sausages)
Dried or Canned Beans
Rice
Lentils
Pasta

told to throw them into the trash can,
that a gift unopened is worthless. That
fancy car was nothing. Everything
they thought of as valuable would, in
time, turn to dust. They were remind-
ed that the true gift given by God is
the only gift worth receiving. But uno-
pened it is worthless. Several of them
said they would think about that on
Christmas morning. We look forward
to another successful year in 2010 with
SMUC!

S.M.U.C.

e January 17- NO CLASS

e Classes resume Sunday
January 3 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

e Leaders' meeting 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 3.

Spaghetti Sauce

Hamburger Helper
Miscellaneous Items

Toilet Paper

Paper Towels

Body Wash

Shampoo

Thank you for your participation in
this important ministry.

Remember to CCC d Come to
Church with a Can!!
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Living NativiyGift to the Chusgkathi Linn

On Sunday, December 20, all children
and youth in the church were invited
to be a part of the living nativity dren from age one through high
Christmas program presented during school, creating a living nativity sce-
worship. There was a place for every- ne.

one as the scene gradually built be- It was at this point that church mem-
fore the congregation's eyes. During bers were invited to bring gifts to the
the reading of scripture and the sing- Christ child. These new toys were
ing of familiar carols, characters in then donated to the local

costume created the story until the
front of the church was filled with chil-

CONNECTIONS

hospital for children spending their
holiday in the pediatric ward, and
remaining toys were then donated to
the Treasure Chest, one of our
church's missions. These toys will be
delivered to children with cancer who
are undergoing painful treatments at
the University of lowa Hospitals.

CE Report continued

fun and hugely successful Sunday
event each month. Records show that
Youth Sunday has caused a large jump
in attendance on that morning. Music
and excited voices fill the sanctuary as
the children play bells, sing and put
on a puppet skit appropriate to the
month or the season we are in. This
year, the youth also have taken over
additional leadership roles on that
Sunday.

Vacation Bible School was
shared with multiple downtown and
area churches, and held in our church
this year. Together with nearly 50 vol-
unteers, we hosted 100 children for
five nights. The camping theme was
well planned when our church lost
power on the final night and we ate by
Coleman lanterns. Everyone had a
great time and all talked about return-
ing next year. Zion will host in 2010.

S.M.U.C. or Student Ministry
Under Christ is a very successful Sun-
day evening group. Open to all youth
in both Middle School and Senior High
we have joined with other downtown
churches to bring the youth together
in Christian fellowship. This is the one
place where the numbers have never
slowed down and, in fact, continue to
grow. These youth choose the mission
work they are interested in doing. For
the first time they have taken on tasks
for members of their churches and

get to know the youth. They also
helped with flood clean up in Gulfport
this past summer, getting up at 6 a.m.
to work all day in the sweltering sun.
They volunteered to organize and
play games with the children at a
church picnic so parents could enjoy
time with other adults. They continue
to do local work such as serving meals
at the Salvation Army and this year
they collected for UNCEF.

The youth also get together for
fun events. Their favorite activity is
paintball, and have played twice this
year. They enjoyed their annual lock -
in with many of them staying awake
the entire time. They went roller -
skating one afternoon. They bring
their friends to these fun events, and
after having fun the friends and SMUC
members are more eager to come for
study and Christian fellowship on A
Sunday evening. The youth also at-

tended a Dare2Share conference in St.

Louis last spring. It was amazing to
watch them excited, jumping up and
down to the music and messages one
moment, then literally dropping to
their knees on the floor in prayer. Mo-
ments like those move me to tears of
joy at the power of the Lord in their
lives.

A Christmas Play was done this
year, at the request of the worship
committee. Youth Club teachers

have gone to peopl ed sagleealtopst asidethed Ghristmas

yard work or haul brush to the dump.
lItds a great way f

plans and work together in this united
efftrtu A ligemativitg wab gradsallyt o

formed as the story of the nativity was
read from the Bible and sung by the
congregation in carols. It was fun to fill
the front of the church with so many
children and youth.

It is only through the support of
church members that our youth can
grow spiritually. We know there are
too many organizations that continual-
ly contact us with fundraising events.
There is only so much popcorn, cards
or wrapping paper that we need. Be-
cause of this, our fundraisers are few
and far between. Thank you for the
support you show when we do ask.

Volunteers always have been the
heart of this church, especially when it
comes to meeting the needs of the
Christian Education departments. It

coul dnot be done witho

and they are appreciated beyond
words. It is the job of the Christian
Education Program to find the right
people for the times and places where
they are needed each week. | honest-
ly believe the Spirit has more to do
with the willingness to help than all
the phone calls, emails and begging |
have ever done. These people are just
fantastic!

| thank God for everyone in the

church family who supports these pro-
grams in so many ways, and especial-
ly to those who also support me spirit-
ually.

Kathryn Linn
Director of Christian Education
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Membership Report

Total Active Member January 1, 2009 332

Weddings 6
Addition to the active roll by:
Letter of Transfer 6 Baptisms 5
Profession of Faith, 5
Reaffirmation of Faith, 7 Necrology: 14
Restored 2
TOTAL 20
Subtractions to the active roll: Gary De Fosse  2/4/09 Leroy Pease 2/18/09
Death 14 Norma McCartney2/28/09 Annabelle Dahlste8/05/09
Transfers to other churches 3 Phoebe Hull 3/25/09 Louise Stewart  5/09/09
Changed to inactive or 25 Herman Dahlsten 5/11/09 Janet Boley 6/12/09
removed from rolls 10 Lucretia Reid 8/30/09 Margaret Leonard8/11/09
TOTAL 52 Walter Lippert ~ 8/11/09 Don Malcom 11/20/09
David De Fosse 11/30/09 Jim Stewart 12/04/09
TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERS DECEMBER 31,30109
Budget 2009
INCOME EXPENSES
Budget Budget Budget Budget
Income: 2009 2010 Committees: 2009 2010
Current Year Pledge 210,694 205,000 Christian Education 12,150 16,650
Non Pledges 28,000 30,000 Congregational Life 9,360 10,600
Loose Offering 3,000 3,000 Deacons 1,000 920
Other Income 2,000 700 Mission 39,050 41,950
Endowment Fund Int. 25,800 21,075 Personnel 158,708 157,942
Hanna Income 34,600 27,325 Property 61,842 60,450
Committee Income 16,650 16,200 Support & Finance 19,137 18,502
Per Capita Income 4,500 1,000 Welcoming Committee 10,853 9,055
Worship 3,200 4,570
Total Income: 320,244 306,800 Total Expense: 315,300 320,639

Presbyterian Women in the Congregation (PWC)

There are more than 25
plus dedicated women in

O
S\ fE _
A our congregation who

esavienay | AtENd circle meeting, as
WOMEN well as many other wom-

en in our congregation who support
our cause. We gather in a circle ( 9:45
a.m.) the first Wednesday of every
month September through July. PWC
meets together for a general meeting
four times a year, September, Decem-
ber, May and July. This December we
enjoyed a Potluck meal with spouses
and friends. The Silver Singers enter-
tained us.

We are blessed with the generous
support we've received from numer-
ous women at FPC who are not so
called oactiveod
They have provided food and help in
serving meals to bereaved families
associated with our church this year.
They also respond with money to sup-
port PW general offerings as well as
our local mission. Without the help of

tree gifts, and canned goods for local
food pantries. An important mission is
the prayer chain that provides spiritu-
al support in times of need. Of course,
our most important hands on mission
is cooking and serving funeral meals.

At the circle meeting, there is a
Bible Study provided by the National
PWC. This year's study is called JOSH-
UA, A Journey of Faithpy Mary Mi-
khael. Different members lead the
Bible study, and others serve as host-
esses. We continue to participate in
Presbytery PWC&6s Spr
and Fall Gathering.

The following are the 2009 -2010
coordinating team:

Moderator -Nancy Lazenby Vice

me mb e l{/lo%era?op - Jlﬁjy\f-%rks Secretary -

Joan Hertzler Treasurer-Penny
Rucker, Search committee - Eva Ann
Elmer and Pat Whitmore, Prayer
Chain-Janet Calvin, Program & Polly
Rein, Year Book- Donna Seifken,
Mission and Current Issues - Donna

bactivets circle womengdy@ fddice RSB "chde

gation, PWC could not continue to
exist.

We support the National PWC's
Fall Thank and Spring Birthday offer-
ings, with the amount over $1,500 this
year. These offerings, and the Fellow-
ship of the Least Coin, benefit mis-
sions nationally and around the world.
We also pay our share of money to
support the National P.W. budget, in
the amount of $1,400. Our local mis-
sion giving is reflected in our financial
report. We are making baby blankets
for missions, contribute to the collec-
tion of toys for the University of lowa
Hospital, and toilet paper for Hope
Haven. Also, through our circle, we
contributed to the Christmas Angel

Chairman 6 Judy Parks, Co Chairman -
Donna Siefken

PWC Purpose: Forgiven and freed by
God in Jesus Christ and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:
To nurture our faith through prayer and
Bible study, to support the mission of
the church worldwide, to work for jus-
tice and peace, and to build an inclu-
sive, caring community of women that
strengthens the Presbyterian Church
USA and witness to the promise of
Godd6s kingdom.

Please join us when you can.

Nancy Lazenby,
Moderator PWC

PWC Financial Report 200

Balance January 1, 2009 1,548.1(
Receipts:
Study Material 84.00
Funeral Meal 100.00
Misc. 45.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS 229.00
TOTAL CASH 2009 1,777.1(
Disbursements:
Study Material 89.25
Postage 49.50
Funeral Luncheons 55.47
Miscellaneous 68.97
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 263.19
Cash Balance December 31,2009 1,513.91%
Benevolence Fund
Balance January 1, 2009 (-310.12
Receipts:
Pledges 1,737.00
Memorials 700.00
Hemann Memorial  45.98
Knopp Memorial 70.14
Birthday Offering  583.00
Thank Offering 725.00
Fellowship of Least Cdi8.56
TOTAL RECEIPTS 3,909.68
TOTAL CASH FOR 2009 3,599.54

Disbursements:

Presbytery of East lowa:
Benevolence Pledge 1,400.00
Administrative Fund 210.00
Birthday Offering  583.00
Thank Offering 725.00
Least Coin 100.68
TOTAL TO PRESBYTER™,018.68

Local Mission:
Domestic Violence She@&0
Neighborhood Ctr ~ 50.00

Salvation Army 50.00
Young House 50.00
Hope Haven 50.00
Homeless Shelter 50.00
Youth Mission 50.00

TOTAL LOCAL MISSION 350.00
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 3,368.64

Cash Balance December 31, 2009 230.88

Penny Ruckeireasurer







