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Statements of Faith

My name is Ashley Brink and | am a child of God. | live on N.
6™ Street with my mom, my sister Allie, and my grandparents. My
grandparents first brought me to First Presbyterian Church when | was
in the fourth grade. | have been involved in the church in a number of
ways. During the holiday season, | have helped with Thanksgiving bas-
kets, the angel tree, cozy tree and have sung with the choir. | really en-
joyed the two mission trips | have gone on. My other involvements in
the church includes playing piano during the services, babysitting and
helping with Vacation Bible School.

Two people who have helped me get to know Jesus better are my pas-
tor Mark and my mom. Pastor Mark helped me by making it clear
though his sermons what it means to be a Christian. | had a lot of fun at
Vacation Bible School because he always made his messages easy to
understand for me. My mom has also influenced me by encouraging me
to pray, go to church, and try to be a good person. Some of my favorite
memories are of when my mom would read me stories that always had
a verse or lesson from the Bible. It was important to me because she took time to teach a lesson so | could under-
stand more about our faith and Jesus Christ.

My relationship with Jesus Christ | feel is very strong because no matter what is going on in my life | can always talk

to Him about anything. It isndt easy being a teenager, anda
was no specific moment when | realized that Jesus was my Lord and Savior. | grew up in a Christian home and he

was always a part of my life.

Bt following Jesus Christds steps | always make an effort
important to me to do these things because it makes me a better person and hopefully will encourage my friends
and family to be the same way.

It is important for me to become a member of the church so that people can see that | am serious about my faith in
Jesus Christ and wanting to live my life as a good Christian. There are many different ways | can help in the church. |
would like to continue being involved with babysitting, mission trips, SMUC, and doing other volunteer work.

My church family can help me continue my relationship with Jesus by answering any questions | have, supporting
any of the youth programs, and keeping all of us in your prayers as we try to grow in our faith.

In closing, | would just like to say that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior, which means to me that He will always be
in my heart and that He will always be a part of me.

My full name is Javier Rogerio Garcia .| was born October 14 * 1995 at
6:18, on a warm fall day. My mother is Barbara Ann Garcia, and my Fa-
ther is Vernave Victor Garcia. My family also includes my brother Ver-
nave Vicente Garcia, my grandmother

Anita Erickson, my grandfather Roger Erickson, my other grandmother
Inez Garcia, and my other grandfather Vernave Garcia.

My family came to First Presbyterian when | was 3 years old. My family

started to go to First Presbyterian because Faith Presbyterian, our old
church, cl osed. | 6ve been involved in
school, Student Ministries under Christ, Wednesday youth club, the

B puppet group, and | have volunteered at Vacation Bible School. | also

fl am the substitute on Sunday mornings for the person who unlocks all

the doors and gets things ready for the service.

There have been a lot of people in my life that have helped me get to know Jesus better. My old pastor
Frosty and my current pastor Deb have helped me to know Jesus. My confirmation classes with Deb have really
taught me a lot and brought me closer to Jesus. All of my aunts, uncles, grandparents, and my parents have helped
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Statements of Faith

taught me a lot and brought me closer to Jesus. All of my aunts, uncles, grandparents, and my parents have helped
me get to know Jesus better as well. My youth leaders Kevin Wittkamp, Kathi Linn, Kelly Osborn, and Wayne
Mueller have showed me Jesus every Sunday night at SMUC.

The people who stick out to me the most are my Grandma and Grandpa Erickson, and my Grandma Garcia.
My Grandpa Erickson was my mentor for confirmation, and he was a good one. He would help me with anything. My
Grandma hel ped me sew on my patches on my stole; if she ha

My Grandpa Garcia was also close to the Lord, but he passed away, from lymphoma when my father was
only eight years old. My Grandma Garcia talked to me about God from when | was little until when she passed
away. An event that involves her and helping me get closer to Jesus, was at her funeral. At her funeral | found out
that she prayed the Rosary everyday. At the funeral everybody prayed the Rosary in the service. | got to use one of
my grandmads Rosaryds, which really helped me get closer t
Jesus getting closer.

Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. I made that deci si
and Savior means a lot to me because it makes me feel likes he is looking out for me, and everything he does is in
my best interest. | feel like | serve Jesus in my everyday life, by not only praying, but serving him by helping peo-
ple everyday. Hel ping people is Iimportant because i f peopl
mess.

| also volunteer my time to numerous service projects through Boy Scouts. | really enjoy working on them
because they make somebody else happy as well. | have volunteered at the Special Kids Rodeo three times, and |
have helped at the Special Olympics once. Every spring, since kindergarten | have help with Scouting for Food.
That is where we walk around and put plastic sacks on door handles one weekend, and people fill them with canned
goods. The next weekend we go around and pick up all the bags of cans.

When | become a member of this church | will stay active in coming to service, Student Ministries under
Christ, and Sunday school. | will also start work on my Boy Scout religious award. | would like to thank all of those
who have helped me get closer to Jesus. | would also like to thank my Grandfather for being my mentor, and for all
the time and effort he put into it. | would also like to thank Deb for teaching my confirmation class. | will never for-
get what you taught me.

| 8m Samant ha Ander s on.dthdbandpligectoezatt s a |
New London- and Jeanine éthe librarian at New London Clark Elementary -
and | have a brother, Jack who is in seventh grade. My family actually start-
ed out in a small Presbyterian Church where | was baptized and raised for
my first few years. Then we went to NLCC, a Christian Church not too far
from where | live. My family attended there until | was in fourth grade. But
my parents were looking for a church that we could all go to and enjoy.
They were mainly looking for a more family oriented church.

For about a year, I di dndt go to chi
but it felt like | was growing farther away from him. Some kids at my school
kept saying things |ike God didndt exi s
had other gods or goddesses. Regardl ess

what they were saying and that | knew that the books were only fiction,

guestions started coming about which faith was right. Even though Chris-

tians |ike us strongly believe that we
so did the Buddhists, Muslims, or any other faith for that matter.

But Deb answered that question for me. We, as Christians, are the only ones who believe Jesus is our Savior.
He forgives all of our sins. Those two reasons mean a | ot
hard to be kind to everyone and if someone needs help, | want to be the one who reaches out to help them first. |
also pray to God. So that he may help me help others. | do these things because | believe they help me to grow, not
only spiritually but as a person as well. | also think that in doing so; | affect my family and friends, hopefully, in a
good way.

Three friends of mine had started a bible study group
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but this year | became very active in it. Even though one of them graduated, | was able to build a strong bond with

the other two. Now every Wednesday after school, we meet and sit and pretty much talk about ourselves and our
relationships with God and each other. Theydve helped me t
those who are too.

A few summers ago, | attended a church camp called Camp Wyoming. Not only did | make a few friends
there, | had a great time. | was in a group called Thrillseekers. During my time there, | learned things about myself
that | hadndt known before. | |l earned how God was working
music, art and even life itself. That time was very special to me because | was able to see myself in a more positive
light. Then the faith walk at the very end taught me about the different people in the bible, and their stories.

I n confirmation class, one of our homework assignments
er in our own words. | dd known this prayer since | was |it
In my own words, this is what it sounds like.

0Our God, who is in heaven, Holy be your name.

Your Kingdom come, your will be done, On our Earth as in heaven.

Supply us with our daily needs, and forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Take me away from temptation and turn me away from evil.

For everything good is yours now and forever. Amen. 0

When writing this, | found an even deeper meaning to the prayer. During confirmation, | learned a lot about
the different commandments and prayers. | learned about my mentor Tosh as well. Like about how she came to be a
Christian. Hearing her story helped me make my final decision to become a member of this church and a faithful
Christian myself. So | wanted to thank her for that.

During that <c¢l ass, I also |l earned that | dondt know wh
to go and | hope that this church family and God will work through me to help me become a better person so that |
can help others and do good for the world.

Honoring Our Veterans

Back Row Left to Right
Shirley Webster
Tom Russell
Larry Lazenby
Ken Velharticky
David Miller
Chuck Hanson
Craig Gilchrist
Jim Elmer
Front Row:

Bob Cameron
Carl Boley
Randy Kinney
Don Leight

Ken Newton
Ron Stewart




Glimpses Galoes kinney

This time of year is often filled with memories, times of reflection and many wonderful activities. As | re-
flect on 2010, | wanted to give you some further insight into what | have been doing as your pastor this
past year in the area of spirituality. While this area is not something that has been a focus when it comes
to my performance evalwuations, it is vitally importa
together. 0
The Personnel Committee and | have been reading a book which looks at a variety of issues, from being

the chur chmaoaderan Oocpwlsttur ed to staff evaluations. Chapt
be emotionally and spiritually fit. It states that pastors need to lead spiritually surrendered lives and to be
on their knees in prayer regularly. OWho you are is

She suggests pastors need to care for their spiritual lives by practicing spiritual disciplines, having a spir-
itual director, having an active prayer life, going on spiritual retreats, having a support group, etc. This is
some of what being a spiritual leader entails.

Since much of our spirituality does not happen in a crowd, (Jesus retreated to the mountains to pray), |
wanted to let you know some ways | am attending to my spiritual needs so | can better attend to yours. |
do have a spiritual director. | visit with her about once a month. During a session of about 50 minutes, my

director and | spend time praying and examining how
| ati onships. | am given articles or books to read, p
on Godds continuing presence in all these areas. The

clearly, love God more dearly and follow God more nearly. And as | am growing in my ability to do that, |
am also growing in my ability to help you as you seek God.
Spiritual direction is an emerging practice within the Reformed tradition. It has been part of the Roman

Catholic and Episcopalian traditions for centuries.
relationship with God. It is not therapy. It i s not
tion two people pledge to journey together for a tim
leading.

Not only am | receiving spiritual direction, but | am also learning to become a spiritual director. | have
finished one year of training and classes and will be going to San Francisco Theological Seminary again
in January for 2 classes in a 3-week intensive study. | am working towards a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual
Direction. This training involves daily engagement in the spiritual disciplines like prayer, meditation,
Scripture reading, journaling, etc. We also attend chapel twice a day. This time and training provide me
with insight into how to |isten better for Godds voi
life. It also requires that | be in supervision, so monthly | spend an hour with a trained supervisor and di-
rector who asks the tough questions in how | am becoming more attuned to God. She also holds me ac-
countable as | seek to care for others and point them towards God.

THROUGHE EYES OF A &idhilDnn (o

December 19, on Youth Sunday, we will present something fun and new. <2
As our gift to you, the congregation, the youth will tell the story of the '
very first Christmas through drama, photographs and music. Rex Beet-
ner has already taken all of the pictures and is adding his magical touch
to make them truly unique. As a special gift to you, Samantha Anderson
will sing a solo during this time.

Again, you will have the option to come forward and offer gifts to the
Christ child. The greatest way to thank God for the gift of His son is to
care for the smallest of His children.

If you would like to be a part of this, please bring a new unwrapped
and unopened package for an infant or a child to be laid at the feet of the Savior during the service ;
These will then be distributed to | ocal childrends p
treatment during the holidays at the University of lowa hospitals.

From all of us in Christian Education, we want to wish you and your family a very blessed Christmas.
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December Events

~__ First Presbyterian Church will have a Christmas Tea immediately follow-
B ing our 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service. We are inviting the congregation

‘ “to provide Christmas treats to share. This can be baked goods, relish/

/ ~ fruit trays, cheese balls & crackers, etc.  Drop your items off in Fellowship

gf Hall before the service begins. The church will be open at 6:00 p.m. We

hope to see you all there!! (The church office will be closed on Friday,
12/24)

Worship & Congregational Life Committees

Recipe of the MénifRuth Francis

Jesusd Cake

White cake for purity

Bottom layer is round to picture the world

2nd layer is star -shaped recalling the star of Bethlehem

Angel sits atop the star to remind us of the angel who announced Jesus' birth

1st layer has 21 green candles - one for each century since the 1st Christmas and green to represent the ever living

Christ. When you light them we remember  Christ is the light of the world.

Christmas

Eve Services
Friday, December 24, 2010
One Worship Service7:00 P.M.

It is the time of year for ordering the Christmas Poinsettias. We will be taking orders until De-
cember 6th. Please fill out this form and include $10 for each Poinsettia, place in the offering plate

or bring it to the church office.
Please check one:

In Memory of:

[l
In Honor of:

O
Your Name:

Order Your
Poinsettias




From the Trustees

Statement of Income & Expense
October 31, 2010

Percent

Budget Actual Variance of Budget
Income
Offerings 246,550.00 175,240.87 71,309.13 71.1%
Investment In-
come 48,400.00 29,041.84 19,358.16 60.0%
Miscellaneous
Income 5,600.00 857.14 4,742.86 15.3%
Congregational
Life 2,300.00 1,366.79 033.21 59.4%
Christian Educa-
tion 3,950.00 2,354.76 1,595.24 59.6%
Total Income 306,800.00 208,861.40 97,938.60 68.1%
Expenses
Personnel 157,942.00 115,313.50 42.,628.50 73.0%
Christian Educa-
tion 16,650.00 9,188.67 7,461.33 55.2%
Congregational
Life 10,600.00 3,042.68 7,557.32 28.7%
Deacons 920.00 201.56 718.44 21.9%
Mission 41,950.00 25,166.66 16,783.34 60.0%
Property 60,450.00 40,822.78 19,627.22 67.5%
Finance 18,502.00 14,554.86 3,947.14 78.7%
Worship 4 570.00 2,148.23 2,421.77 47.0%
Welcoming Com-
mittee 9,055.00 3,899.42 5,155.58 43.1%
Total Expenses 320,639.00 214,338.36 106,300.64 66.8%
Differential -5,476.96
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Picture of the MagtRex Beetner

Angel Treg Cathy Brink & Cheryl Lotz

Here is our chance to make
Christmas a little more special
for several needy families in our
community. The gift cards are
ready to be picked off the Angel
Tree in the Fellowship Hall.
Each child has a card for a shirt,

pants, shoes and a wish list item.

Just tear apart the card keeping
one half. On the other half, fill

Pastors

Worship
5 worship services
1 funeral, 1 graveside

Christian Education

Led 8 Bible studies on Wednesday mornings
Led 2 Bible studies on Wednesday night

Led 5 Confirmation classes

Counseling
19 Drop ins/appointments
1 spiritual direction session

Visitation
9 postcards sent
2 home visits

Church Meetings
Session
Missions
Trustees
Worship (2)
Staff (4)

out your name and phone number
and put it in the basket on the ta-
ble near the tree. Each side of the
card gives you the age, gender,
item requested and size to help in
your shopping. Please wrap the
gift, attach the identifying half of
card and return to the church by
Friday, December 10.

Re m@.pebKinneyOCc t ober |,

Church Activities/Events | Attended
Yum Yum Group
Presbytery
Youth Club (2)
Church Work Day
Stewardship Lunch
All-church Picnic

Wo menods

Presbytery Activities/Meetings
Committee meeting in lowa City
Presbytery meeting in Marion
Leadership mentoring in Davenport

Education
Prep for Confirmation Classes
Prep for Bible studies
Prep for sermons

Community
1 Clergy lunch
5 Kiwanis lunches
1 Spiritual Direction
Other

8 Security Issues

Dessert



This

USHERS... Month's ==

Dec. 5: *Dick Fischer, Dennis Daedlow, Chuck Hanson, Bruce Morrison,
Jim French

Dec. 12: *Curt Blom, Rex Beetner, Bob Cameron, Ken Newton

Dec. 19: *Barb Garcia, Javier Garcia,Caleb Hemphill, Andrew & Brian Wells

Dec. 26: *Shirley Webster, Craig Gilchrist, EImer Johansmeier, Marion Shaffer

LI TURGI STSé

GREETERSe = 2 =20Elm0mE Coleen Francik -Young
) ; ; ; Dec. 5: Cheryl Lotz
Dec. 5: Bonnie White, Terri Huddleston
' . . December5 ............. Gary Brotherson
Dec. 12: Linda Tickel, Jean Miller Dec. 12: Randy Kinney
Dec. 19 Dick Fischer Dec. 19: Youth Sunday December 8 .................. Mike Gorman
Dec. 24: Gormans & Deweys Dec 24: Karen Dewey | Kaylee Hulett
Dec. 26: Marilyn Malcom, Polly Rein Dec. 26: Pat Whitmore
December 10 .............. Nolan Simpson
ELDERSVarcia Bailey, Claudine Capps, Ted Francis (clerk of session), Mike December 12 ............ Pat Vanderleest
Gorman, Bruce Morrison, Sue Sattler, Becky Stensland, Tom White, and Pat .
. December 13 ........ccceeeee. Lorie Bray
Whitmore.
December 14 .............. Betty Cameron

DEACONS:0oddy Gorman, Jo Hamilton, Lou Harter, Don Krekel, Jill Mehaffy -

' ) ) i December 15 .. Brittanie Brandenburg
Nalley, Penny Rucker, Carl & Donna Siefken, Linda Tickel & Ken Velharticky.

................................... JoAnn Williams

TRUSTEEBIck Fischer (Secretary), Tom Murphy (President), Debbie Opiekun December 17 v, Norma Hanson
(Vice President), Marilyn Leight (Treasurer).
December 18 ............. John McAllister
COMMITTEE MODERATORS: December 19 .............. Bonnie Stewart
Christian Education: Becky Stensland Property: Tom Murphy
. . . . . December 22 .................. Patty French
Congregational Life: Claudine Capps/ Maintenance (sub -committee of
Polly Rein Property): Tom & Bonnie White December 28 ................ Gail Matteson
D(_aa(.:ons: J.|II Mehaffy-Nalley . Welcomlng: Sqe Sater Kay West
Mission: Mike Gorman/Bruce Morrison Worship: Pat Whitmore
Personnel: Ted Francis/Cindy Murphy Endowment: Francis McAllister December 29 .............. Bernie Garcia
Nominating: Bruce Morrison Ken Newton
Memorials: Marcia Bailey
December 30 ................ Betsy Wehrle
December 31 ................ Brooke Byars

Remember Our Friends At Christmas With A Note Or §

Bob Brandau, Claude Ernst & Jerry « Vi Ernst & Pat Wolfegtlide at Sunny , janice KenBurlington Care Ctr., 2§10
Lohmarat Klein Center, 2910 MadisonByeek, 5175 West Ave, Burlington; South 5th St, Burlington;

Burlington; - Aletha Hay1489 S Prairie Grove, Wes} Bigy | aubanville Care Ctr, 401 Birfih St,
Doris Cavi2801 Agency, Burlington; lington, IA 52655 Danville, IA 52623

Bernice CrofiR12 Indian Hills Drive, « Dorothy Hemphill26P06th Bturlitoy . Bob & Betty Pra09 Orchard Meaflows
#217, Burlington; « Barbara Howat@31 N 7th St., Burlingtonpr. Apt A2, Burlington;

Jeanne Friday, Isabel Lippert, Helen. Arthene Johns®B01 Mt Pleasant, APT #®4t Vanderlee®iair House, 1212 Iftian
McAllister, David Stiefel, Jeanne WhiteBurlington; Hills Dr. Burlington;

all reside at: Bickford Cottages, 3301 $angamis@648 Salem Ave S. , SaintLRifia VosecRP09 Sunnyside, Burlifjgton;
Dr, Burlington; Park, MN 55414
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Church Connections

PW News

December 15

.'Y’&
Christmas Lunch J—\VM’—‘
Cost: $3.00 PRECETERIAN

Location: Fellowship Hall
Spouses welcome
Music by the Silver Singers

Movie Night

On Friday, December 10th the movie will be  The Nativity
Story, an inspirational look at the true meaning of Christ-
mas. Everyone is invited to join us in the Chapel at 7:00
p.m. to watch the movie and feast on snacks. We will be
finished by 9 p.m.

Thank Y@idm. Gwen Senio

Thank you so much for the donation of the wonderful
things for the Treasure Chest for Patients at U of | Chil-
drends Hospital. This gift
and normalization to our children.

We firmly believe that it takes more than medicine to
make our patients well. We look forward to putting your
donation to work on your behalf.

Thank you for being a part of our caring team.

Treasure Chest.Janet Calvin

Items from the Treasure Chest were sent this month.
Thank you for all the special gifts you have given to the

childrenods

cancer uni t in

lowa. They were all items that they will enjoy. It is so im-
portant for them to know that they are so very special.

There are lists of items by the Treasure Chest that can be
purchased as gifts. You may take the list for your use as
you shop for items for patients (age infant to 18 yrs).
Thank you for your generosity.

SMUC Calendar ’

December

4thA Paintball
12thfi SMUC 6:00
p.m.

19thfi SMUC 6:00
p.m.

26"- NO SMUC

January
2fi SMUC 6:00 p.m.

Celeprate
Youth - -

Church Office Closed

way Christmas a n'ﬁSe[t\Icﬁ:WposYcﬁr@sr 6s Day fall %0
Saturdays this year, the church office will be closed Mon- '

day, Dec. 27" and Friday, Dec. 31 . The office will also
be closed on Christmas Eve. The office closings are in

keeping with church policy for holidays

Due to the

t

Did You Knoweé

Did you know that you can r
mon? Or listen to the entire service?

You can. Just go to our web site; www.1stpresb.org and
wilkkhehpoSermonsd &ahsehseées
will find that you can read or listen to any sermon from
August, 2010 until present.

Give gifts with a puspose

Vo BdturdByeDedemBerr11 ® (9 &.rA. 8ntilfoos) thé S €
Missional Mamas  of Great River Christian School will
be sponsoring the sale of handmade purses, jewelry
and more to benefit African women and chidren.

REogrROlI peredast Ho wp i Theparthase of g
each handmade glass pendant feeds an Ethiopian child

for a month and includes a photo and biography of the

child who will benefit from your purchase.

Just in time for Christma

Notecards and Postcards highlighting
1st Presbyteriands
glass windows. Featuring photo -
graphy by Rex Beetner.

Prices as follows:

1 Set of 5 notecards & envelopes $5.00

2 Sets of 6 postcards $5.00

The order sheet is in the office.
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