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Pastor’s Thoughts
When my Mom and Dad moved from the home where I was raised to their 

new home, there was one thing Mom would not leave behind – the trim board 
on the closet door. That board held pencil marks and lines that chronicled the 
growth of me, my sister and my brother. My growth was charted in black, my 
sister’s in blue and my brother is red. Alongside each line was the date. Each 
mark reminded Mom of a story (or two) that she loved to tell, especially to our 
spouses and children. I enjoyed looking at her board because I realized growth 
was not always the same from year to year. There were a few years where I 
didn’t think I would ever reach 5 feet. And then all of a sudden, there was that 
spirt of growth and the mark leaped up the board.   

I share that remembrance with you because when it comes to spiritual 
growth, none of us grow the same, and there are plateaus where we think we 
won’t grow any more. It is my belief that most adult Christians are doing their 
best to live and function in this world with only an 8th grade Christian 
education. In many cases, that was the age at which they went through 6 to 8 
weeks of confirmation training before joining the church, and after that, formal 
Christian education ended. Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, camp. And 
maybe regular devotions and bible study into our adult years. There was college 
for some, marriage, children, jobs, all of which required time. So, we fell behind 
and as we got older, became embarrassing to admit what we did not know and 
felt we could not do.  

So here we are in 2026 where all of a sudden, the church is not what it was in 
the 1950’s. It no longer exists by that Field of Dreams motto of “if you build it, 
they will come.” Today, the church needs to develop feet and go and be where 
people are because they certainly aren’t coming to church. We have to change 
our idea of what the church is and how the church teaches, preaches and 
reaches out. We have to go into the marketplace to introduce people to the 
greatest story ever told that they have never heard. We are having to not just 
know what the Great Commandment is (Go out into the world and teach, preach 
and baptize …), but make it the centerpiece of our life as a church.   



That means putting that 8th grade Christian education to work. People aren’t 
expecting to encounter in every church member, a card-carrying theologian or 
bible scholar. We need to be comfortable in our spiritual skins; to be secure in 
our relationship with Jesus, aware of what God has been doing in our lives, and 
be happy to know his love and grace. What people need to encounter is 
authentic people who don’t have all the answers and sometimes don’t even 
know the questions but are open to letting the Spirit provide them new 
understandings.   

We’re not doing any of this alone. God has a plan for us and a place where 
each of us fits into it, and he is whispering and sometimes shouting in our ear, 
“Don’t be afraid, go do it because I am with you every step of the way.” Under 
those circumstances, don’t you think we ought to try even if it means 
experiencing some growing pains? I do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August Sermon

We’re going to continue our summer journey into Bible stories we read when 
we were in 5th grade. I am finding this walk down memory lane a humbling 
reminder of what I have forgotten. As an adult, I am reminded that God gave us 
these stories and his word as guideposts and guardrails for living lives that 
honor him and contribute to build the Kingdom. So, to that end, let’s continue 
to refresh our memories.   
 
August 2    Communion Served  Service in the Chapel 
   Text:  I Kings 19:1-19 
     Matthew 14:22-32 
   Title: “The Power of a Whisper” 
 
August 9    Service at the Park 

We will be joined by the Congregational Church as well as Hope      
Community Church where the theme of the service is “peace.” John 14:27 
says, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid."  
We will hear three different understandings of the peace God offers. 

 
August 16     Service in the Chapel 
   Text:  Judges 16:4-22 
   Title: “It’s the Woman’s Fault!” 
   Video: “Be Transformed” 
 
August 23     Service in the Chapel 
   Text:  Exodus 3:1-15 
     Matthew 16:21-28 
   Title: “God Meets Us Where We Are” 
   Video: “Buring with Holy Fire” 
 
August 30     Service in the Chapel 
   Text:  Psalm 26 

   Job 1:1-21 
   Title: “When Bad Things Happen to Good People” 
   Video: “Escalator” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Putting Ourselves Out There 

Like it or not, if we don’t market our church, it will slowly but surely shrivel 
and die. Those who are not in the church aren’t because of some reasons that 
are hard to hear. The church is too judgmental; the church preaches love but 
practices something else; I was made to feel unwelcomed because of who or 
what I am; I was made to feel second-class; the preaching and teaching are not 
relevant. Should I go on? 

We have to convince people we are none of that; that when they attend 1st 
Presbyterian, we are real, sincere, serious about faith, and being concerned 
about them. We have to undo the sins of our fathers and mothers who slammed 
the door in peoples’ faces, who made the faith hard, unpalatable, self-serving.  
We have to show people that the church, OUR CHURCH, is worth their time and 
personal investment. 

Church marketing is the work of getting our church in front of the right 
people at the right time. That covers our website, social presence, paid ads, 
email, and search visibility. The goal is simple: help the people in our city who 
are already searching for a church home find ours, or who don’t know they are 
searching but know they need something to seriously consider First 
Presbyterian. 

It’s not about being salesy. As one church marketing expert says, “Every 
church has a message worth sharing. Marketing just makes sure that message 
reaches the people who need to hear it.” The road sign era is winding down. 
Today, the first move people make when they are looking for a church is to 
search Google or scroll Instagram or Facebook. If we don’t show up there, we 
are invisible to seekers in our own neighborhood. 

• The average Facebook page reaches about 6 percent of its followers organi-
cally. If your page has 500 followers, only 30 see your post, and most of 
those already attend. 

• More than 80 percent of Americans use the internet to find local busi-
nesses, including churches. 

• Millennials and Gen Z almost never find a church through traditional 
methods. They check the website, watch a clip of the pastor, and read the 
reviews first. 

Organic reach alone will not grow your church anymore. So, we are becoming 
more imaginative, more aggressive, doing everything we can to be a sexy church 
with a sassy attitude.   

We have only started. The Farmer’s Market gets us off the hill and onto Main 
Street. We are a vender just like those selling produce. The difference, we are 
offering water, Living Water, we’re offering visible signs of God’s love in the 
form of a cross, and we’re letting everyone know that every person is welcome.   
We now have a professionally produced brochure that describes who we are in 
simple straight-forward words. It visually is saying, “this place is for you.”   



Every service is being live-streamed over our Facebook page and we’re getting 
people from literally all over the world watching. They may not watch the entire 
service, but they’re checking in and checking us out.   

Our efforts will not stop here. Suggestions are welcome to how much more 
we can do. The only thing that limits us is our imagination and willingness to 
put ourselves out there. This is a radically different church than the church of 
our predecessors. That takes some time getting used to. What is required of 
everyone is to (1) be excited about being a Christian and knowing Jesus Christ 
as your Lord and Savior; (2) develop the attitude and mindset that First 
Presbyterian is your church and you’re proud of that and what we do; (3) be 
absolutely confident that in coming to this church, people will find spiritual 
enrichment and life-affirming joy; (4) that we are really working hard and 
intentionally to see everyone for who and what they are and loved them for 
that. 

The seven most fatal words to be spoken in the church is “We Never Did It 
That Way Before.” We haven’t, but are and will do what we must to praise the 
Lord, serve the Lord with Joy, and build up the community of faith by 
welcoming all who come looking and have need. Welcome, friends, to the brave 
new world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Need Help Getting into the Church? 

Construction on Washington Street has been a challenge this year. Parking 
has been frustrating. To address that, we have been encouraging people with 
mobility challenges to park in the parking lot on the west side of the church and 
use the shuttle we have been operating. You can park on “the level” and be 
driven via golf cart to the door of the church. And when church is over, you will 
be driven back to your car.   

What we have come to realize is that when the construction is finally 
completed, the fifth street hill will not have changed. So, we’re going to continue 
to operate the shuttle for whoever might need it. Don’t let these challenges keep 
you from coming to church. Ride the Shuttle! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflections
Where there is no vision, the people perish. 

On my desk at home is a gift that I received a long time ago. It’s a small Isa-
bel Bloom piece called the Reach for the stars Angel, a small angel holding a star 
over its head. The card on it reads Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Al-
ways remember you have within you the strength, the patience, and the passion 
to reach for the stars to change the world. 

We’ve talked a lot over the last year about Courageous Outreach. I’m ap-
proaching a landmark birthday, when I’ll turn 70. I’ve thought often about 
something that’s been on my mind for at least a decade now since we moved 
back to Burlington, a kind of dream or vision that keeps reoccurring in my 
memory, of making more musical experiences real for those around me. 

Each of us is gifted by God with talents and gifts which are unique to each of 
us. In my case is a gift for creative or imaginative dreaming, among them. That 
gift is sometimes a blessing and sometimes a bane. 

What I’ve come to realize lately is that God does not gift us with those kinds 
of talents without hoping we’ll use them. Recently, Pastor Dick and I have been 
speaking together about vision, making plans for our future ministry as a collec-
tive community of faith. For me, I’ve been plagued by the first portion of Prov-
erbs 29:18 that says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” It’s also true 
for us as individuals. Life becomes easy to slip into just getting through today 
so that I can get up tomorrow and do the same. Life without a vision becomes 
simple monotony. And so, I’ve returned to a dream that first began almost ten 
years ago. 

My good friend and colleague, Roger Hatteberg, has been urging me to not 
fall into that trap, saying “If you have things you’d really like to do, don’t wait, 
because there may come a time when you will look in the bathroom mirror and 
realize that you can’t anymore. Please don’t come to a would’ve-could’ve-
should’ve place in your life.” Perhaps Roger was an angel, a messenger sent 
from God. Perhaps now is the time to formulate a vision and implement it. 

And the angel on my desk stares back at me… Keep watching, dear friends. 
Perhaps new and fresh ministry is in the making. 

Blessings to each of you in these days of August. 

Randy+ 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2029.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2029.18


Randy Webster – 52 Faces, Burlington Beacon 



Save the Date! 

 

Saturday, September 12 and Sunday, September 13 

(The weekend after Labor Day) 

The First (Hopefully Annual)  
Family Reunion Homecoming 

Did you grow up here or spend part of your life at First Presbyterian 
Church? 

Please plan to return for a fun-filled weekend with a Festive Service on  
Sunday morning at 10, with the Reunion Choir meeting at 9am. 

On Saturday, a time for visiting over supper at 5pm. The Iowa-Iowa State 
football game will be available on the chapel big screen at 6:30! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Courageous Outreach
The Christian Vocation is to bring all people into a relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ, and is our greatest calling. As a community of faith, our 
common life together bids us to be involved in the life of the community around 
us, which we call “Courageous Outreach.” There are several events coming up 
that we need to be aware of. Please mark your calendars for all of them. 

Community Farmers Market every Thursday from 4:30-7 pm 

We will have a booth on Jefferson Street to bring the news of our family of 
faith to the world. We need your help. Could you spare an hour once in a while 
to help with this Courageous Outreach? A sign-up sheet is on the table outside 
the chapel doors. Every week we need about 120 bottles of water to give away. 
You are encouraged to donate them; packages of 15 small bottles can be pur-
chased at Walmart for about $2.15. 

 
 
 
 
 

In Memoria 

Remembering our brother in faith 

Dr. James R. Hugg 

January 4, 1927—July 23, 2026 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother 
James. We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to 
love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, 
console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so 
that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, 
we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our    
Savior. Amen. 

 
 



Second Sunday Luncheon 
Second Sunday Lunch (transferred) 

Sunday, August 16 following the morning service 

“Brunch in an Iowa summer garden” 

The luncheon is free, and your generous financial gifts help to cover the costs. 
Please join us! 

 

 

 

Retirement After-Church Dinner 

A special after-church dinner will be held on 

Sunday, August 30 following the morning service, 

to thank our custodian, Christine Dwight, 
who is retiring after twenty-three years of service to our congregation. 

There will be a card on the table outside the chapel for you to sign if you wish. 
Please plan to stay for dinner and thank Christine for her tireless service to our 

congregation! 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Yum Yums. A group of 14 church 
members and friends enjoyed good food and 
fellowship at Fat Jimmies (Montrose, IA) on 
Wednesday, July 15! Those who were present 
chose to go to The Pink, in Lomax, IL on 
Wednesday, August 19 @ 5:15pm. We will 
meet at 4:45pm in the parking lot of Fareway 
to carpool. If you have any questions, call or 
text Sandy Russell @ 319-572-6124. 

August 
Birthdays 

Table for One 
Our July event will be held 

Wednesday, 8/5 @ 5:30p.m. 

@ Pat Whitmore’s home @ 

2390 Jim Kelly Dr. 

Burlington, IA 

2nd Sunday Luncheon 
 

Sunday, August 16, 
 following morning service! 

 
“Brunch in an Iowa Summer Garden” 

 
Please Join Us! 

Luncheon is free and gracious donations 
help to defray the cost and are much 

appreciated. 



Meeting Highlights
 

Farmer’s Market is going unbelievably well, but the heat is an issue. Pastor 
Dick has a barn fan and a generator that he will bring to use. We are the only 
church at the Farmer’s Market, and people are getting more comfortable with 
us being there.  

We have received the church brochure from the printer and it is being 
handed out at the Farmer’s Market. Our custodian Christine Dwight will be 
retiring Sunday, August 30 and she will be coming to church that day so we 
can honor her and her many years of service.  

Work in the parlor is ongoing, and the sidewalk repair will be started soon.  
Last month’s Shepherd’s Table served 70 people. The food giveaway in June 
had a slight increase; we served 29 families with 14 of them being new. The 
Mission Committee will be serving a meal to the Burlington Fire Department on 
August 10, 11 and 12.  

We discussed the parking challenges with the Washington Street 
construction, and decided we will continue the golf cart shuttle service even 
after construction is finished.   

The next Session meeting is Thursday, August 6, 2026 at 1 P.M.  
 
Cheryl Lotz, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Messages from the Deacons 
 

Prayer Chain 
 

Barb Garcia will be taking over the prayer chain duties! If you are currently on 
the prayer chain, messages will now be coming from 319-850-5323. Please 

contact this number if you have a prayer request. Thank you. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship in the Park! 
 

Worship in the Park will take place on Sunday, August 9 at Crapo Park! We will 
be worshipping alongside our friends from First Congregational Church and 
Hope Community Church at the shelter house across from the red slide in 

Crapo Park.  
 

The Deacons will be serving a sack lunch following worship service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thank You from Janet Calvin! 
 

Thank you for celebrating my 90th birthday with me, 
with all of the beautiful cards I received from my 

church family friends. 
I enjoyed receiving and reading every card. 

Thank you so much for making my birthday a very 
special day. 

 
BLESSINGS AND LOVE TO YOU AND FAMILIES, 

Janet 

Here is a photo of 
Janet Calvin on her 

birthday. Shared from 
Pat Saldeen and Leona 
Byars, whom went to 

visit Janet for her 
birthday! Thank you 

for sharing! 
 

A Thank You from Community Action 
 

Thank you for your generous donation to our 
Food Pantry. Your kindness and support help 

provide food to families in our community. We 
truly appreciate your generosity and compassion! 

Thank you! 
 

With Gratitude, 
Your Community Action Neighborhood Center 

Family 
Kim, Shelby, Cheryl, Pat, and Tom 

 

A Thank You from Dick Wells 

 
I appreciate my church for being there for me! 

Pastor Johnson for visiting and helping me 
through this difficult time. 

And a big Thanks to all who reached out with 
food and cards and encouragement at this 

difficult time with the loss of my sister. 
  

Thanks! 
Dick Wells 

A Thank You from UIHC Stead Family Children’s Hospital  
 

Dear Friends,  
Thank you so much for your continued support of our kiddos on L11 of Stead 

Family Children’s Hospital during their hospital stays.  
The gifts really put a smile on their faces!  

Thank you again!  
Bless,  

Rhonda Rossman, SFCH L11  
 



KNITWITS 

The Knitwits will meet at the church, August 5, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. 

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap 

throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one, 

companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved 

and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion 

such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer 

shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone. 

 

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

 

God’s grace be upon you: 

May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence. 

May it warm you when you are weary 

May it encourage you when you are discouraged. 

May it assure you of God’s care and comfort. 

May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others. 
 



Mission Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday 

of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. We will meet next on August 5. 

Civil Rights Training! 
 

It is that time of year again, for the annual Civil Rights Training, for those 
individuals who help give out food from the Food Pantry Program. Mandated 
by the federal government, the Iowa Food Bank passes this requirement onto 
its partners. The training must be completed by August 14th. To be in 
compliance with this requirement, the Mission Committee has scheduled the 
Civil Rights Training to be conducted, by Pastor Johnson, after its August 
meeting, which is set for August 5th. The time of the training will be 1:30 P.M.  
If you help with the distribution of food, in any capacity, please plan to attend 
this training. The Mission Committee is indebted to all those who help with 
this program! 

       -The Mission Committee- 
         
 
 
 
     

 

Back to School Supplies! 

Starting August 2 through August 16, we will be collecting school supplies for 
local schools & for Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital in Iowa City.  

There will be boxes in the entryway & social hall for donations! 

Thank you for your support! 

-Mission Committee- 

 

 

 



Announcements!
 
 

 
 

The Annual Civil Rights Training for the Food Pantry will take place after the 
August Mission meeting on Wednesday, August 5 at 1:30pm. If you help in the 

distribution of food, in any capacity, please plan to attend this training. 
 

Back to School Supplies donations will start to be collected Sunday, August 2 
and run through Sunday, August 16. 

 
Session will not be meeting in this month of August. 

 
Worship in the Park is on Sunday, August 9! We will be worshipping at Crapo 

Park at 10:00am, along with our friends, First Congregational Church and Hope 
Community Church! The Deacons will be serving a sack lunch after worship! 

 
Second Sunday Luncheon (transferred) will be held on Sunday, August 16, 
following morning service. Theme is “Brunch in an Iowa Summer Garden”. 

 
Yum-Yums will meet on Wednesday, August 19 @ The Pink in Lomax, IL. @ 

5:15pm. Carpool meets at 4:45pm @ Fareway. 
 

Farmer’s Market at the Church is on Thursday, August 20 from 4:30pm – 
6:00pm. If you or someone you know is struggling and in need of food, please 

come down and get a free bag of food! 
 

The Trustee’s will not be meeting in this month of August.  
 

Shepherd’s Table is on Wednesday, August 26 @ First Congregational Church 
from 4:30pm – 6:00pm. This is a free meal and open to the public! 

 
Retirement After-Church Dinner, following worship service on August 30! 

Celebrating our wonderful Custodian, Christine Dwight, and her retirement 
after 23 years of service! Please join us! 

 



Live Streaming our Worship Services 

 

Can’t make it to Sunday service? No problem! Every Sunday service is live 
streamed on Facebook! Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone, 
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!  

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate 
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is 
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish. 
Comments are appreciated.



August 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours 

M-W-F 1:30pm-4:30pm 
T-Th 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 

   
  

 

1 
 

2 10th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship  
Back to School Supplies 
Donations Start 

3 
 

4   
 

5 8:30am Bible Study 

KnitWits meets @ 10am 

Mission Mtg. @ Noon 
Civil Rights Training @ 

1:30pm 

Table 4 One meets @ 
5:30pm @ Pat 

Whitmore’s home 

6   
 

Farmer’s Market 
booth 

4:30pm-7pm 

7   
 

8  
 

9 Worship in the Park! 

@ Crapo Park 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Sack Lunch Picnic 
provided by the Deacons 

10 
 

 

11 12  
8:30am Bible Study 

 

13  
Farmer’s Market 

booth 
4:30pm-7pm 

 

14 
 

 

15 
 

16 12th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
2nd Sunday Luncheon 
Last Day for Back to 
School Supplies 
Donations 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19  
8:30am Bible Study 

Yum Yums! @ The 
Pink, Lomax, IL. @ 
5:15pm; Carpool @ 
4:45pm @ Fareway 

20   Farmer’s 

Market Booth 
4:30pm-7pm 

Farmer’s Market @ 
the Church 

4:30pm-6pm 

21 
Deadline For 

Connections 

22 

 
 
 

23 13th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

24  
 
 

25 
 

26 
8:30am Bible Study 

 
Shepherd’s Table 

4:30pm-6pm 

27 
 

Farmer’s Market 
booth 

4:30pm-7pm 

28  
 

 

29 

30 14th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
After church Retirement 
Party for Christine 
Dwight 

31      

 


