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Pastor’s Thoughts

Someone recently asked me if I had any New Year’s resolutions. Up to that
moment, I really hadn’t given that much thought, but I do have a/some
resolution(s). First and foremost, to be a better version of myself than I was in
2025. I need to be more intentional about caring for others, forgiving others,
being encouraging and engaging. I need to do a better job of reflecting Jesus in
my attitudes, behavior and speech. The operational word in this is “intentional.”
This for me has to be thought about every day. I can’t assume it will
automatically happen. I have some habits and patterns that require some
change.

Another resolution is to be bolder and more courageous in this ministry I
have with you. Settling for “what used to be” or “always has been” needs to be
challenged by “why” and “what if” and “why not.” The definition of insanity is
“doing the same thing over and over expecting different results.” I'm at a stage
in my life when I can’t settle for the status quo but must try new things. Chris-
tians need to be in the marketplace, out and about, rubbing shoulders with
those who have yet to get to know us and what we have to share with them that
will make their lives better.

We need to be open and honest about our past “Sins” that presented a picture
of and experience of the church that caused people to feel rejected, unwelcome
and unworthy. That means opening ourselves up to those very people and hear-
ing them vent their grievances before reconciliation can take place. I want to do
that and believe WE ought to do that. My resolution is to increasingly be seen
and experienced as a Church “With An Open Door.” That has not been peoples’
experience of us. God alone judges and the gospel confronts and the Holy Spirit
convicts. My purpose is to present a gospel that invites any and all to examine
their life and experience the transformation initiated by a deeper more personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.



I want in this new year to be unafraid to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Too often in the past my life has been shaped by what others thought. I firmly
believe that God will never do anything to us that will harm us, nor will, as the
Lord’s Prayer says, God lead us into temptation. I need to be more open to and

trusting of God’s plan for my life as well as what God has planned for this
church.

There are dates on my new 2026 calendar of things I need to remember and
do, but more than anything I place on each page, I am saying to God what I have
sung many times, “Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way, Thou art the
Potter, I am the clay.” That, dear friends, is the sum of my resolutions.




[anuary Sermon

From the
Pastor’s Desk

I couldn’t help but to notice this Christmas, in reading the Christmas story in
Luke, that the shepherds are the first witnesses to Jesus Christ. Luke 2:17 says,
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told to
them about the child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
said to them. Later in that same chapter and eight days after the shepherds,
Joseph and Mary take Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem to be circumcised, and
there they encounter Simeon and Anna, both of whom see the baby and without
any hesitation, see Jesus for who and what he is - the salvation of the Lord God.
Here are the second and third witnesses to Jesus Christ.

Why is this important? For a number of reasons. First, God did not ever
expect his plan for the salvation of the world to be kept a secret. God has never
been silent regarding his love for and passion to redeem his people. Let’s
remember that God SO loved the world. From the beginning with Adam and Eve
and their fateful consumption of that fruit from the forbidden tree, God has
been pursuing humankind in order to restore us to him. The Old Testament is a
testimony to that.

Second, what had only been a promise and hope was now a reality. God
entered the world through his precious and beautiful son. That baby wrapped in
simple cloths was not just the son of a carpenter and his teenage wife from
Nazareth, but the savior of the world. God’s plan was not a “someday” promise,
but a here and now moment. God was at work in the world. God was putting his
plan for salvation into effect, and to the shepherds and Simeon and Anna, it was
more than obvious. In Jesus, God was screaming out that the time had finally
arrived.

Third, the witness to God’s redemptive work did not come to the elite, but to
lowly shepherds and two very righteous and devout sr. citizens. This is not a
top-down but a bottom-up experience. The power and glory of Jesus Christ was
being heard not with eloquence, but pure joy and faith of ordinary men and
women. The shepherds could only share what they had seen and been told, and
it was sufficient, so much so, that people who heard it were amazed.

During January, the focus of the sermons will be on witnessing; on the vitally
important role every believer plays in sharing what they have seen and know
about Jesus Christ and doing it with passion and conviction, so that those who
hear it will be amazed. That is how our faith grows - through the likes of people
just like us who tell others what it is we see and have learned about Jesus
Christ; what it feels like to have experienced Jesus Christ’s love and grace; how
we have been upheld and sheltered in distressing times; and how we have found
in Christ a peace unlike anything the world might give.



We frequently underestimate what we know and feel embarrassed to share
what we feel about Jesus Christ. We hide behind some ridiculous idea that faith
is a private matter. Jesus comes to each of us in a very unique and personal
way, but what he does to change and support our lives and make us feel alive
and new, needs to be the heart and soul of our testimony. We become real, relat-
able examples of what God is doing in Christ today. Jesus declared in Matthew,
we are all lights in the world; cities set on hills that cannot be hid; a light that
should never been put under some cover, but instead placed on a stand so that
all can see. And the beauty in that? That all may see through us the glory of God

at work.

This is how we grow the faith that has been so critical to each of us. This is
how we bring light into darkness and hope where there is despair. These ser-
mons are going to challenge you to become a bolder witness to Jesus, to the one
who is the center of your life.
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Texts:

Title:

Video:
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Texts:
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January 18™

Texts:
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Video:

January 25™

Texts:
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Video:

February 1*

Texts:

Title:

Lord’s Supper Served
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Luke 2:21-40
“Christmas Leftovers”
“The Story of Christmas”

In the Sanctuary

2" Sunday Luncheon In the Chapel
Jeremiah 20:7-13

Matthew 10:24-29

“Witnessing For Dummies”

“Faith on Fire”

In the Sanctuary
Psalm 98
I John 5:1-13
“Can’t Witness to What You Don’t Believe”
“Invitation”

In the Sanctuary
Psalm 47
Acts 1:1-11
“I Dare You To Witness”
“As We Gather”

The Lord’s Supper
Psalm 66:8-20
Acts 17:16-34
“Witnessing is Not .For Wimps”

In the Sanctuary

*NOTE: Location of each service (Sanctuary or Chapel) will be determined based on weather
conditions and notification will be made prior to a service via email.



Reflections

A Post-script to Christmas

As I'm sitting here writing to you, Epiphany is only a few days away, the day
that the church celebrates Christ being revealed to all those outside of the Jew-
ish faith. Last Sunday at fellowship hour, several of us engaged in a discussion
about what it really means, Christmas that is, in a nation in which our religious
holiday has been co-opted by an increasingly secular and commercial society.
We sat in the shadows of the tenor of our country at this moment, and how the
message of Christ has been conscripted by those wearing the name of Christ but
having little to do, it appears, with the gospel. Sometimes I worry about how we
who follow the example of Jesus Christ must be perceived by those outside our
doors. Surely the words of Gospel should inform our daily and civic life, rather
than being used to defend a political position.

Later that night I watched a Christmas cartoon special that I've been watching
for a long time. Sixty years ago, in 1965, when I was only seven (and soon to be
eight) A Charlie Brown Christmas aired for the first time. I've seen it many times
since, but I saw something for the first time, or at least through fresh eyes.

One of the characters, Linus, has a security blanket. Through every cartoon
and comic strip Linus NEVER EVER drops that blanket. But this one singular
time in the history of Peanuts, he drops the blanket, and I think it was inten-
tional.

Charlie Brown has been struggling with what Christmas is all about. Linus
steps out into the light on the school stage and gives his speech about “what
Christmas is all about.” He tells the story from the second chapter of Luke, be-
ginning “There were shepherds abiding in the field.” He reaches the point when
the angel says, “Fear not,” and at that moment he drops the blanket.

Side bar: God has a way of doing that kind of thing. At the annunciation, the
angel appears to the Virgin Mary and says, “fear not;” the angel appears to the
shepherds and says, “fear not;” and the angel appears to Mary in the garden and
says, “fear not.”

Was it intentional? I hope so. The birth of Jesus, God laying aside eternal maj-
esty and taking on lowly human flesh, allows us to drop the false security of
what we have grasped so tightly, and learn to trust in God instead, inspiring us
to seek true peace and true security in the one place it has always been and can
always be found. The things we cling to for security and the burdens that we
choose to carry for the other fifty-one weeks of the year get the week off. Just
like Linus, we let our security blankets slip from our fingers and drop to the
ground.



It’s my opinion that what we have been seeing in our society is a large, and
hopefully last gasp from a segment of our society grasping at holding onto
power and control at any cost, many of them wearing a gold cross on their lapel
like some kind of badge of honor. AND they have been using the Bible to back
up that power struggle. Not that that kind of thing hasn’t happened before.
Humans have used scripture to justify their own greed and prejudice for a very
long time. We turned to the Bible and lifted out passages, usually taken out of
context, to support what we wanted, not what God wanted. We used scripture
to keep women and people of color and gays and lesbians in their place in the
hierarchy of life, something completely the antitheses to the teaching and min-
istry of Jesus Christ.

In only a few weeks, the smoke of Christmas will have cleared and we’ll arrive
at the Sunday after Epiphany, called the Baptism of Jesus for some of us. We'’re
confronted with the reality of what the birth and baptism of Jesus means to us,
and our own calling as a result of our own baptism. We are called to fear not, to
drop our security blanket and step out onto the stage to tell others what the
message of Jesus is really all about, to let them know that they too are beloved
children of God, and to stand up to systems that try to impose anything less on
any of the children of God. It’s a tall order and not one for the faint-hearted.

Merry Christmastide everyone.

Randy+




A Polish the Jewel Update

I reported to you in the November Connections on the progress of the
campaign to finish the refurbishment our Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ. As a result
of the Christmas Memorials we now have $8,837.74 in the fund, leaving us
$65,221.26 ($65,621.26, minus the Christmas memorials) yet to raise.

In January there will be three music programs over the weekend of January 23-
25 (see the announcement information elsewhere in Connections) which will
include envelopes asking for donations. I hope that the figure raised will be larger
as a result.

Blessings!
Randy+

As a post-script, we are eagerly awaiting the new pipe organ for Edward’s
Chapel. Stay tuned for updates!
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A January Triptych
Three events over a weekend to celebrate the birthday of our Minister of Faith
and Worship, and Organist, and all to help raise money for the Polish the Jewel
Campaign.
Friday, January 23 at 7 pm
Organ Recital

“The Colors of the Aeolian-Skinner Pipe Organ”

Program will include two early works of Johann Sebastian Bach which were just
discovered!

Afterglow follows in Fellowship Hall.

N

Saturday, January 24 at 7 pm Jg
Three Concertos by Johann Sebastian Bach 2}
“Concerto in A Major for Oboe d’amore in A Major”

“Concerto in E Major” for violin
“Double Concerto in C Minor” for Violin and Oboe
Concert employs the Zuckerman harpsichord in our sanctuary.
Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm, which is free.

Afterglow follows in Fellowship Hall

Sunday, January 25 at 3 pm
Hymn Festival for the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul

Afterglow follows in Fellowship Hall




Community Vespers

[he Feast of the Epiphany

Tuesday, January 6 at 7 pm

First Presbyterian Church
321 North Fifth Street, Burlington, lowa

The Rev'd DaMisha McFarland-Pollock, Preacher

Pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church and Bethany Lutheran Church
Light supper at 5:30 pm.
Free to everyone—free-will offering welcomed.

Those wishing to sing in the community choir

are invited to rehearse at 6 pm in the sanctuary.



Courageous OQutreach

During January there are several opportunities for Courageous Outreach into
our community, especially the Community Vesper program on Tuesday, January
6, and the events of January 23-25. Perhaps you are wondering how you can
help. There are several easy ways that result in a huge help!

1. There are probably flyers for all these events. Actively search them out and
help get them into the public’s vision.

2. There are probably notices on Facebook on the church’s site. Actively search
them out and SHARE them. Liking is helpful, but sharing them is helpful times
three.

3. Invite friends and neighbors. I know this gets scarier, but help us anyway.
Press releases and flyers only go so far. This is a big step!

4. Try to attend and help to “host” the events. Let people know where the
Fellowship Hall is, where the bathrooms are, or get programs into the hands of
guests.

Randy+



Second Sunday Lunch

Our January Second Sunday Luncheon

Sunday, January 11, 2026 following the morning service in
Fellowship Hall.

Oh, the weather outside is frightful

Compfort Food in a cold January

The luncheon is free. Your gracious financial gifts help to support the

luncheon. Remember that we will worship in the chapel this day, and

so worship, the bathrooms, and lunch are all on the same level. Please
Jjoin us!




Youth Sunday School is held at 9:00am every Sunday morning downstairs in the
lower level! Come learn all about Jesus with us!
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Adult Education is held at 9:00am on Sunday mornings! Come learn about the
Bible with us! All are welcome!
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Table for One
A Our January event will be
K held Wednesday, 1/7 @

CONNECTIONS @ | 5:30p.m. @ Pat Whitmore’s
N @ 2390 Jim Kelly Dr.
Burlington, TA

Yum-Yums

News from Yum Yums. Since our December
gathering was cancelled; we decided we will
be going to JB Sports Bar (formerly Uncle
Ronnie’s) on Wednesday, January 21 @

anuar 5:15pm. No carpool this month. Please note
Birthdavs the earlier time change. If you have any
4 - Jim Hugg questions, call or text Sandy Russell @ 319-
21 - Lauren Briggs 572-6124

21 - Vickie Carhoff

24 - Doyle Ruble

25 - Randy Lee Webster
27 - Pauline Johnson
29 - Brenda Frederick
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Sunday, January 11,
following morning service!

Oh, the Weather Outside Is Frightful
Compfort foods in a cold January

Please Join Us!

Luncheon is free and gracious donations
help to defray the cost and are much
appreciated.
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Meeting Highlights

December Session Highlights

We concluded our review of Membership rolls. Since we did not receive any
replies from the letters that were sent, we voted to remove an additional 15
people from the rolls. They will be able to request reinstatement of their
membership in the future, if they so desire.

The Trustees are preparing to receive bids to repair the north wall in the
women’s restroom, and the window wells. The Trustees and the Session have
approved the 2026 budget, which will be made available at the January
Congregational meeting.

Last month’s Shepherd’s Table served 37 people, with 15 carry-outs. Last
month’s food giveaway numbered 14 families, totaling 29 individuals. The

Angel Tree and the Cozy Tree are underway; we are seeing a good response to
both.

The Nominating Committee will need to select officers for election at the
Congregational meeting in January. There are two openings on Deacons, a 1-
year term, and a 2-year term. Since the term of the open spot on Trustees
expires in June, that spot will remain open until then.

After the meeting, we participated in the mandatory Boundaries Training, led
by Pastor Dick.

The next Session meeting will be Thursday, January 8, 2026.

Cheryl Lotz
Clerk of Session
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Homeless Shelter

Dear First Presbyterian Church,

Thank you so very much for your
wonderful monetary & bread donations!
We greatly appreciate your amazing
generosity & support!

Sincerely, i
Burlington Area Homeless Shelter :

YOU OTTER KNOW




Happy Birthday, Jim Hugg!

Jim Hugg turns 99 years young on Sunday, January 4! A few church members
took Jim out for breakfast on Friday, January 2 to celebrate! Here are a couple
photos of the group and Jim with his birthday cake! Happy Birthday, Jim!
Thank you to Doyle Ruble for submitting these photos!




KNITWITS

The Knitwits will meet at the church, January 7, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap
throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one,
companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved
and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion
such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer
shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone.

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry.

God’s grace be upon you:
May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence.
May it warm you when you are weary
May it encourage you when you are discouraged.
May it assure you of God’s care and comfort.
May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others.




Missions Is Up To Doing Good
Mission Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday
of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. We will meet next on January 7.

Christmas Baskets

Thank you to everyone who brought food items for our annual Christmas
Basket giveaway!

Twelve baskets were given away this year! We decided to have a drawing this
year for one lucky family to receive one that came to our Farmer’s Market food
giveaway in December.

At least 30 people enjoyed a holiday meal, thanks to your giving!

Many Blessings in 2026!
The Mission Team

P.S. A Big thank you to Steve & Wilma Hemphill for donating their homemade
rolls!




Did You Wonder What Happened to the Hot
Chocolate Packets and Candy Canes?

November 29th, the Kiwanis Lighted Christmas Parade, down Jefferson
Street, was cancelled. The Church had approximately 1,500 packets of hot
chocolate and 1,500 candy canes to distribute to parade viewers, inviting them
to attend our Christmas Eve Service. What to do? Not wasting the hot chocolate
and candy canes, the Mission Committee made distribution to Transition DMC
Housing; the Burlington Homeless Shelter; the December food give away bags;
and the December Christmas Food Baskets. Thanks to all who made donations!




Shepherd’s Table Menu

Shepherd’s Table is on the last Wednesday of the month from 4:30pm-6:00pm
hosted by First Congregational Church & First Presbyterian Church
at 313 N. 4™ St. Burlington, IA. This is a free meal.

Below is the menu for January 2026!
Updated menu dates coming soon!

Red-Presbyterians
Blue-Congregationalists

R

‘T January 28, 2026
Creamed Chicken & Biscuits
Peas & Carrots
Cranberry Salad
1 Cookies (Large)




Announcements!
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The office will be closed on Thursday, January 1, 2026 in honor of New Year’s
Day! Normal office hours will resume on Friday, January 2, 2026.

The All-Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 18,
immediatley following Worship service! All Annual Reports need to be turned
into the office no later than Monday, January 12!

The Feast of the Epiphany - A Community Vespers Service will be held in the
Sanctuary on Tuesday, January 6 @ 7:00pm. The Rev’d DaMisha McFarland-
Pollock, Pastor of Messiah Lutheran & Bethany Lutheran Churches, will be
preaching! A light supper will be served @ 5:30pm.

Session will meet on Thursday, January 8 at 1:00pm.

Farmer’s Market at the Church will be held on Thursday, January 15 from
4:30pm-6:00pm. If you or someone you know, is in need of food, please come
down and get a free bag of food.

Yum-Yums will meet on Wednesday, January 21 @ 5:15pm at JB Sports Bar
(formerly Uncle Ronnie’s).

The Organ Recital “The Colors of the Aeolian-Skinner Pipe Organ”, a fundraiser
for Polish the Jewel, will be held on Friday, January 23 at 7:00pm in the
Sanctuary. Afterglow to follow in the Fellowship Hall.

A Polish the Jewel Fundraiser - “Three Concertos by Johann Sebastian Bach”
will be held on Saturday, January 24 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. Dinner will be
served at 5:30pm and an afterglow will follow in the Fellowship Hall.

A Hymn Festival for the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, will be held on
Sunday, January 25 at 3:00pm in the Sanctuary. Afterglow will follow in the
Fellowship Hall.

Shepherd’s Table will be on Wednesday, January 28 from 4:30pm - 6:00pm at
First Congregational Church. The menu this month, featured on the page
before, will feature Creamed Chicken & Biscuits, Carrots & Peas, Cranberry
Salad, and assorted Cookies.



Live Streaming our Worship Services

Can’t make it to Sunday service? No problem! Every Sunday service is live
streamed on Facebook! Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone,
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish.
Comments are appreciated.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDA
Office Hours 2 3
M-W-F 1:30pm-4:30pm AR A
T-Th 9:00am-1:00pm . .
ce Closed
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Adult Ed. All Annual [ Farmer’s Market @ Scholarship Fund
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Due! 4:30-6pm Fellowship Hall
18 2 Sunday after 19 20 21 22 23 24
Epiphany 8:30am Bible Study V]aj— ioral 2 Organ Recital- Polish the Jewel
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Ad_ult Ed. hi Connections Yum Yums! @ JB L go the Aeolian- Three Concertos
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