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Pastor’s Thoughts
On September 1, 1945 my parents married. I came along in October of 1946.  

At that time Mom and Dad attended Dad’s childhood church, a Swedish 
speaking Lutheran Church. Dad had been baptized in that church, confirmed in 
that church, in fact the entire Johnson family had deep roots in that church. My 
mother, however, was not Swedish, did not speak Swedish. She had been born 
and raised in Chicago and was at best (by her own admission) a “lukewarm” 
Methodist. Before high school, she and her family moved to a small town just 
north of Dad. Because Mom loved to dance, she would spend Saturday nights at 
the dance hall in Garden Prairie, dancing with her girlfriends to the sounds of 
Kay Kaiser, Benny Goodman, Glenn Miller and a host of other big bands. Dad 
didn’t dance, but went just to have something to do. I can’t remember what got 
them together, but they did. 

All in my tiny family’s life was going well until it came time for my baptism.  
It was expected that I would be baptized as my father had - in the Swedish 
Lutheran Church during a Swedish language worship service. Mom and Dad 
spoke with the pastor and a date was set for the baptism. About a week before 
that service, Dad’s Uncle John and Aunt Ida, major contributors to the church, 
approached the pastor and made it clear that if he went through with my 
baptism, they would discontinue their financial support of the church. The 
reason? My mother. She came from Chicago, she was a questionable Christian 
(lukewarm Methodist), and she danced. After a long serious conversation, the 
pastor had no choice but to approach my folks and share with them the 
dilemma. He told them there was a way for me to be baptized on that day, 
however, it had to be done at 3 p.m. in the Pastor’s Study with only Uncle John 
and Aunt Ida in attendance and not in Swedish. Mom and Dad agreed. I was 
baptized, and Mom and Dad quit attending that church and became 
Presbyterian. 

 

 



A Church of Jesus Christ, by whatever name it is known and whatever 
language is spoken, belongs to Jesus Christ. He is head of the church, every 
church and no one can, by whatever means, control its life and ministry by 
whatever means they choose. Think what you might about Chicago, or 
Methodists, or dancing, but those are not reasons to disqualify someone from 
the church. Beyond whatever prejudice Uncle John and Aunt Ida had, the 
question they should have asked was “What was in mom’s heart? What did she 
believe about Jesus?” It is not just sad, but spiritually irresponsible to discount 
and discard people for any reasons other than how they feel and believe about 
Jesus Christ. 

Maybe in part because of how my parents were treated and what I know of 
the scriptures, I strongly believe that all people ought to be invited into the 
church and received solely on what they feel and believe about Jesus Christ.  
They need to hear the word and experience the forgiving grace of God and the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit. It is not mine to judge who is 
appropriate to be in the church. I have but one responsibility – to share the life 
giving, life shaping, life changing Word of God and help people understand what 
that means for their life. On that December Sunday in 1946, the Lutherans loss 
was the Presbyterians gain. My mother loved Jesus Christ in spite of being 
raised in Chicago, being a lukewarm Methodist and loving to dance, and in 
addition to that, she loved my dad. Dad was a long-time Sunday Superintendent 
and elder. Mom was a strong supporter of the mission of the church going so 
far as to hold her own bake sales to support mission, and made it a point to 
welcome everyone who walked through the doors no matter who they were. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July Sermon

Do you know as much as a fifth grader when it comes to Bible stories? It’s 
been a long time since we delved very far into the Bible and reacquainted 
ourselves with these beloved stories. What is it that fifth graders know? Well, 
here are some questions from my granddaughter’s class in school: 

 *If a car is traveling at 40 mph, how long to go 190 miles? 

 *True or false – the human shoulder is a ball and socket joint. 

 *Which continent is the least populated? 

 *Which one is a mammal – seahorse, sea lion or sea urchin? 

 *Who wrote Green Eggs and Ham? 

I’ll provide the answers at the end of this article.   

We’re going to spend the rest of the summer reflecting on some of the Bible 
Stories we long since forgot. Let’s have some relaxing fun this summer learning 
again what we learned when we were in fifth grade Sunday School. 

 
Sunday, July 5  Communion in the Chapel 
   Text:  Genesis 11:1-9 (Tower of Babel) 
      Acts 2:1-12 
   Title: “The Spirit of Pentecost” 
 
Sunday, July 12  Service in the Chapel 
   Text:  Numbers 22:21-35       (Balaam and his Talking Donkey) 
   Title: “Are You as Smart as a Donkey” 
 
Sunday, July 19  Service in the Chapel 
   Text:  Daniel 3:13-30 (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednigo) 
   Title: “Do You Believe in God?” 
 
Sunday, July 26  Service in Chapel 
   Text:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Valley of Dry Bones) 
   Title: “Dem Bones, Dem Bones, Dem Dry Bones” 
 
The Answers to the Questions: 

 *4 hours, 45 minutes 
 * True 
 * Antarctica 
 * Sea Lion 
 * Dr. Seuss 
 



Reflections
My heart abounds with pleasure in this fair summertime 

When God, with fullest measure, renews the world sublime, 

The earth and all the heavens does God with life imbue, 

All creatures, high and lowly, grow beautiful and true. 

  So, beings one of my favorite hymns for the season of summer. Summer has 
begun for me; I’ve seen my first fireflies, my first mayflies and my first mosqui-
toes. Summer for many of us is a time of rest and refreshment, a time usually 
reserved for family vacations. And, because it is “less busy,” it also has the abil-
ity for us to stop and make plans for the future. Perhaps it becomes a form of 
Sabbath rest for us as a family of faith. 

  The word “Sabbath” is a Biblical term, meaning a weekly day of rest or time of 
worship. Sabbath is first mentioned in the Genesis creation narrative, where the 
seventh day is set aside as a day of rest and made holy to God. (Genesis 2:2-
3). Observation and remembrance of the Sabbath is one of the Ten Command-
ments, reminding us of our individual and corporate need to set aside time for 
rest so that we might “recharge our batteries.” 

  Summer can be much like a Sabbath for us, and July is like that here at First 
Presbyterian Church. Yes, meetings continue on, but summer can also become a 
time for dreaming and envisioning for the future. I don’t think I ever take a 
break from thinking about the future. One of the biggest coming things might 
be the dream of a “first annual” Homecoming Reunion on the weekend of Sep-
tember 12 and 13. My hope is that the first weekend after Labor Day becomes 
the annual weekend for it! Begin to invite your children that grew up here or for-
mer members who have moved away to return just for a visit. The weekend’s 
program will be determined soon! 

Have a blessed time of rest. 

“Warmly,” 

Randy+ 



Save the Date! 

 

Saturday, September 12 and Sunday, September 13 

(The weekend after Labor Day) 

The First (Hopefully Annual) Family Reunion Home-
coming 

Did you grow up here or spend part of your life at First Presbyterian 
Church? 

Please plan to return for a fun-filled weekend with a 

Festive Service on Sunday morning at 10. 

Schedule to be announced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



In Memoria 

Remembering two of our sisters in faith 

 

Janice E. Kemp 

April 1, 1929---June 21, 2026 

 O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your 
servant Janice, and grant her an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the 
fellowship of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Ramona Sandrock 

August 24, 1945—June 24, 2026 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister Ramona. 
We thank you for giving her to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as 
a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us 
who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet 
confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reu-
nited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

A memorial service for Ramona will be held on Friday, July 10 at 4:30 pm at the 
Eagles #150, 2727 Mt. Pleasant Street, and a celebration of Life continues until 8 
pm. 

 

 

 

 



Courageous Outreach
The Christian Vocation is to bring all people into a relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ, and is our greatest calling. As a community of faith, our common 
life together bids us to be involved in the life of the community around us, which 

we call “Courageous Outreach.” There are several events coming up that we need 
to be aware of. Please mark your calendars for all of them. 

Community Farmers Market every Thursday from 4:30-7 pm 

We will have a booth on Jefferson Street to bring the news of our family of faith 
to the world. We need your help. Could you spare an hour once in a while to 

help with this Courageous Outreach? A sign-up sheet is on the table outside the 
chapel doors. Every week we need about 120 bottles of water to give away. You 
are encouraged to donate them; packages of 15 small bottles can be purchased 

at Walmart for about $2.15. 

A Very Vintage Market, Saturday, July 18 

Des Moines County Fair, Tuesday, July 28 through Sunday, August 
2 

During the County Fair we will have a booth set up just as we do during 
the Farmers’ Market. Each day we need to cover 10 am to 9 pm. We need 
everyone’s help here. A sign-up sheet is located on the first floor outside 

of Edwards’ Chapel. PLEASE sign up! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank Yous… 

On behalf of the Burlington Board of the Southeast Iowa Symphony Orches-
tra, I want to thank you for opening the church to us on two occasions in June; 
on Friday, June to feed the orchestra for Keith Schultz’ memorial concert, and 
on Friday, June 26 for a fundraising meal to help fund the fireworks for the 
Symphonic Blast on Saturday, July 11. We hope that you will join us for the 
blast, a free concert with fireworks in Crapo Park. Your ongoing kindness to the 
symphony will long be remembered. 

(The Rev’d) Randy Lee Webster, board member 

  

On behalf of the Silver Singers, I want to thank you for allowing us to con-
tinue presenting programs in your sanctuary, most recently on Sunday, June 28 
to present America! Of Thee I Sing. We hope to be able to present many more 
programs here. Blessings! 

Randy Webster, Music Director 

 

Thank you! 

We wish to thank Vicki Philabaum for bringing us the former paraments from 
St. Luke United Church of Christ, which closed at the first of the year. Vicki has 
been attending First Presbyterian Church regularly and sings in the choir. Para-
ments are the colored fabric hangings that hang from the lectern and pulpit and 
adorn the front of the communion table. There are sets in the liturgical colors 
of green, white, purple and red. We have already used part of the green set in 
the chapel. Thank Vicki for the gift when you see her next! 

 



Second Sunday Luncheon 
Second Sunday Lunch 

Sunday, July 12 following the morning service 

“Celebrating our Nation’s Birthday” 

A Post-Holiday Holiday 

The luncheon is free to all, and your generous donations help to cover 
the costs. 

 

 

Pastor Dick’s Ordination Anniversary 
On Sunday, June 7, we celebrated the anniversary of Pastor Dick’s ordination 

into ministry! Below are a few photos taken that day! 

(photos taken and submitted by Terri Huddleston) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapel Organ Article 

Below is an article about our new pipe organ in the Chapel that was featured in 
the Hawk Eye newspaper on June 9th. Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Jefferson Street Farmer’s Market
 

Below are a few photos of our first time setting up our booth at the Jefferson St. 
Farmer’s Market in May! As you know, each Thursday afternoon we set up a 

booth at the Jefferson St. Farmer’s Market and hand out free bottles of water, 
church information, and dog treats for any pups that are down enjoying the 

market with their owners.  
 

Thank you to Pat Saldeen for submitting the photos! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Young Adults at First Presbyterian 
 

On the left, Corwyn Gaines was recently listed on the University of Northern 
Iowa Dean’s list and was published in the June 24 edition of the Burlington 

HawkEye. Congratulations, Corwyn!  
 

The photo on the right, sisters Allison & Lilly Nalley driving the golf cart shuttle 
for church on Sunday, June 28! Photo submitted by Carol Brotherson! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Yum Yums. A group of 12 church 
members and friends enjoyed good food and 
fellowship at The Charleston Board of Trade 
(Donnellson, IA) on Wednesday, June 17! 
Those who were present chose to go to Fat 
Jimmies in Montrose, IA on Wednesday, July 
15 @ 5:15pm. We will meet at 4:45pm in the 
parking lot of Fareway to carpool. If you have 
any questions, call or text Sandy Russell @ 
319-572-6124. 

July 
Birthdays 

Table for One 
Our July event will be held 

Wednesday, 7/1 @ 5:30p.m. 

@ Pat Whitmore’s home 

2nd Sunday Luncheon 
 

Sunday, July 12, 
 following morning service! 

 
Please Join Us! 

Luncheon is free and gracious donations 
help to defray the cost and are much 

appreciated. 



Meeting Highlights
 

Our participation in the weekly Farmer’s Market is going well; 
every week the number of bottles of water has increased.  We still 
need donations of small bottles of water, and more people to 
volunteer at the booth.  

We are signed up to have a booth at the Des Moines County Fair, 
Wednesday, July 29 to Sunday, August 2 from 10 am to 9 pm. We 
will need people to volunteer to operate the booth.  

Session approved the printing of an informational brochure that 
tells about us, to be handed out wherever we have a booth.  
Sidewalk repairs will be started soon plus removal of the parlor 
blinds and replastering and repainting in the parlor.  

Mission Committee is busy; last month’s Shepherd’s Table served 
91 people. A meal was served at the Hospice House on Tuesday, June 
2 to six to eight families, plus four carry-outs. 26 families, 13 of 
them new, for a total of 70 individuals, participated in last month’s 
food giveaway. 

Adjustments and improvements continue to be made to our live-
streaming capabilities.  

A special Congregational meeting was held on June 14 to elect new 
officers.  

The next Session meeting will be Thursday, July 2, 2026 at 1 pm. 
 
Cheryl Lotz, Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Messages from the Deacons 
 

Deacon Update 
At their June meeting, the Deacons welcomed new members: Connie Bowen, 

Barb Garcia, and Mary McAllister. They are replacing Curtis Blom, Jill Nalley, 
and Wilma Hemphill, who served as Moderator for the past five years. Thank 
you to them for serving and to our newest members for joining us. Our new 
moderator is Susan Hoisington, and we appreciate her willingness to take the 
role. 

Two reminders to the congregation: (1) We will worship at the shelter house 
in Crapo Park August 9 at 10:00 AM. Our friends from the Congregational 
Church and Hope Community Church will be joining us, and the Deacons will 
provide sack lunches. (2) If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital and 
would like the church to know and possibly have a visit from a Deacon or the 
pastor, please let us know. If there is a place to note Religious Affiliation on 
the admittance form, write “First Presbyterian, Burlington.” A call to the 
church office 319-752-6626 is a more direct way to ensure we know. 

Carol Brotherson, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Card Shower! 
A special member is having a very special birthday! Janet Calvin is turning 90 
on July 14! You can send her birthday wishes at 4618 Hwy 61, Burlington, IA 

52601. 

 

 

 

 



KNITWITS 

The Knitwits will meet at the church, July 1, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. 

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap 

throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one, 

companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved 

and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion 

such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer 

shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone. 

 

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

 

God’s grace be upon you: 

May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence. 

May it warm you when you are weary 

May it encourage you when you are discouraged. 

May it assure you of God’s care and comfort. 

May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others. 
 



Mission Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday 

of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. We will meet next on July 1. 

MISSION COMMITTEE COURAGEOUS OUTREACH 

On August 10th, 11th, and 12th, members of the Mission Committee will be 
feeding members of the Burlington Fire Department (just down the street from 
the Church) from 12 Noon until 2:00 pm. Each day, we will feed fifteen 
firefighters for a total of forty-five men and women. Around the middle of 
July, there will be a sign-up sheet for anyone who might be able to supply food 
for the event. We plan to have an outdoor BBQ with hamburgers, hot dogs, 
salads, and watermelon. We hope you will help us and we thank you in 
advance for your generosity!! 

 

 

 



Shepherd’s Table Menu
Shepherd’s Table is on the last Wednesday of the month from 4:30pm-6:00pm 

hosted by First Congregational Church & First Presbyterian Church 
at 313 N. 4th St. Burlington, IA. This is a free meal. 

Below is the menu for July 2026! 
 

*Menu for the next few months will be available soon* 
 

Red-Presbyterians 
Blue-Congregationalists 

 
 

 
July 29 
Pizza 
Chips 

Garden Salad 
Cookies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Announcements!
 
 

 
The office will be closed on Friday, July 3, in observance of the 4th of July. 

Normal office hours will resume on Monday, July 6. 
 

Second Sunday Luncheon will take place on Sunday, July 12, following Worship 
service. Our theme this month is “Celebrating our Nation’s Birthday!” A post-

Holiday, Holiday! 
 

A Memorial service for Ramona Sandrock will be held on Friday, July 10 at 
4:30pm at the Eagles Club #150 (2727 Mt. Pleasant St.) and a celebration of life 

continues until 8:00pm. 
 

Yum-Yums will meet on Wednesday, July 15 @ Fat Jimmie’s in Montrose, IA @ 
5:15pm. We will meet @ 4:45pm for Carpool @ Fareway. 

 
Farmer’s Market on Jefferson St. every Thursday from 4:30pm – 7:00pm. We 

have a booth located on the corner of N. 5th and Jefferson St., next to Nature’s 
Corner. We will be handing out church information, free bottled water, and 

wooden crosses!  
 

Des Moines County Fair runs from Wednesday, July 29 through Sunday, 
August 2. We will have a vendor booth open Tuesday, July 28 through Sunday, 
August 2. We will handing out free bottled waters, wooden crosses, and church 
information! Our booth will be located on the parking lot to the south end of 

the fair arena. 
 

The office will be closed on Friday, July 31. Wendy will be out of the office, due 
to fair. Normal office hours will resume on Monday, August 3. 

 
Shepherd’s Table will be held on Wednesday, July 29 @ First Congregational 

Church from 4:30pm – 6:00pm. Menu this month features Pizza, Chips, Garden 
Salad, and Cookies for dessert. This is a free meal and open to the public! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Live Streaming our Worship Services 

 

Can’t make it to Sunday service? No problem! Every Sunday service is live 
streamed on Facebook! Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone, 
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!  

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate 
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is 
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish. 
Comments are appreciated.



July 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours 

M-W-F 1:30pm-4:30pm 
T-Th 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
 

 
 

1 8:30am Bible Study 

KnitWits meets @ 10am 

Mission Mtg. @ Noon 

Table 4 One meets @ 
5:30pm @ Pat 

Whitmore’s home 

2   Session Meets 
@ 1pm 

 
Farmer’s Market 

booth 
4:30pm-7pm 

3   
  

 

4 

5 6th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship  

 

6  
 

7    
 

8  

8:30am Bible Study 

 

9    
 

Farmer’s Market 
booth 

4:30pm-7pm 

10  Memorial    

Service for 
Ramona 

Sandrock @ 
4:30pm @ The 
Eagles Club. 

Celebration of 
Life until 8pm 

11  
 

12 7th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
2nd Sunday Luncheon 
 

13 
 

 

 

14 15  
8:30am Bible Study 

 

Yum Yums! @ Fat 
Jimmie’s in Montrose, 
IA @ 5:15pm; Carpool 
@ 4:45pm @ Fareway 

16  
Farmer’s Market 

booth 
4:30pm-7pm 

 
Farmer’s Market @ 

the Church 
4:30-6pm 

17 
 

 

18 
 

19 8th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Deacon’s Mtg. 
 

20 
 

Deadline For 

Connections 

21 
 
 

22 
8:30am Bible Study 

 

 
 

23 

Farmer’s Market 
booth 

4:30pm-7pm 

24 
 

25 

 
 
 

26 9th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

27  
Trustees Mtg. 

@10am 

 
Des Moines 
County Fair 

vendor booth set 
up 

28 
Des Moines 
County Fair 

Vendor booth  
10:00am-9:00pm 

29 
8:30am Bible Study 

Des Moines County 
Fair Vendor booth  
10:00am-9:00pm 

Shepherd’s Table 
4:30pm-6pm 

30 
Des Moines County 
Fair Vendor booth  
10:00am-9:00pm 

 
Farmer’s Market 

booth 
4:30pm-7pm 

31 Office Closed 
Wendy out of 
office for Fair 

 
Des Moines 
County Fair 

Vendor booth  
10:00am-9:00pm 

 

 


