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Tim Alberta, in his book ‘the Kingdom, The Power and the Glory” says “The
public hasn’t turned against Christians because they act better than the rest of
the world. The public has turned against Christians because they act worse.”
That’s harsh and might be the fodder in some circle for vigorous debates, but
right or wrong, good or bad, it should remind all of us that when someone puts
on Christ, it is not like putting on a tuxedo or a prom dress for a rare moment
of display. When we live under the banner of Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior, we are expected to be like Christ in thought, word and deed.

Loving some and not others is not an option any more than feeding some of
the hungry, clothing some of the naked, visiting some sick and imprisoned
persons or welcoming those appropriate strangers in our midst. That’s the
tension that Jesus states in Matthew 25, and then concluded by saying that
“whenever you did it unto the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it
unto me.” Likewise, in that same text, Jesus says, “whoever does not do all of
these things to the least of these people, has not done in it to me.” There is an
explicit expectation that when we meet Jesus, we are transformed and the
people we used to be is left behind and someone new emerges. It has never
been a secret that we are to be out in the world showing people Jesus Christ in
our everyday life experiences. In the gospel of John, it declares, “By this, all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

So, when we Christians do not love others, when our speech is cruel or
disparaging, when our conduct is rude, unkind and unwelcoming, we are seen
as hypocrites. It has been said, that the best sermon ever preached, is the life
well lived. Every day we have pressure on us from the time we awaken to when
we fall asleep, to take a break from being a reflection of Jesus Christ. There are
SO many situations in which we don’t want to turn the other cheek or walk an
extra mile or give our shirt as well as our coat. There are more times than not
when we prefer revenge for hurtful words spoken to or about us. There are
people whose very existence is an insult to us and we’d prefer to ignore them,
and yet, Jesus reminds us on nearly every page of the gospels that we are to
love everyone regardless.



Jesus declared in Matthew in the Sermon on the Mount, “You are the salt of
the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's
feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.” So, returning to that opening quote and the cruel reality that when we
are in any and every aspect of life, less than what Christ expects, the world
notices and is quick to judge. It may not be fair, but deep down everyone is
enriched when we are Christ in the world. Let me close with the words of the
apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians: “Let no corrupting talk come out of
your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it
may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath
and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you.”




June Sermon

From the
Pastor's Desk

Before Pentecost, Peter was uncertain, impulsive, and afraid, denying Jesus
when it mattered most. But after Pentecost, empowered by the Holy Spirit, he
stood boldly, preached with clarity, and led thousands to Christ. What changed?
It was no less than the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.

Pentecost marked the birth of the Church. Just as Jesus rose on the Feast of
First Fruits as the “first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20), the
Church was born during a harvest feast, signaling a new kind of spiritual
harvest.

Prior to his death and resurrection, Jesus told His disciples to wait. He gave
them no timeline, no strategy, just obedience and faith. So, they simply stayed
in place, trusting his word; and in their waiting, God moved. Those disciples
shed their fears and anxieties and apprehensions, and became empowered and
impassioned, going out where they had never been before, speaking words that
had never come from their mouths, doing things they had never thought of
doing.

In the book of the Acts of the Apostles, Luke records the many events and
activities that took place after Pentecost as a result of the Holy Spirit. Men who
seemed timid, meek and mild, unsure and lacking confidence all of a sudden
found their voices, displaying courage and outright boldness as they met people
from all walks of life and in a host of ways shared the miracle of new life in and
through Jesus Christ. Just as the disciples of the first century found out, so it is
being revealed to us that we can rely on the Holy Spirit to bring conviction, not
condemnation. The Spirit pulls us closer, not away. It brings power, boldness,
and the ability to carry out God’s mission, not just emotion or performance.

The post-Pentecost stories are a celebration of the Spirit empowered believer
who has laid down their work to respond to the invitation of Jesus. All through
June, I welcome you to the wonderful world of the Holy Spirit; to the exciting
ways God chooses to bring the world into faith.

Sunday, June 7 Lord’s Supper Service in Chapel
Text: Acts 2:42-47
Title: “The Day the Bus Pulled Up”
Video: “Beautiful”

Sunday, June 14 Dedication of Organ & Congregational Meeting
Text: Acts 3:1-10
Title: “Name Dropping”
Video: “The Great Commission”



Sunday, June 21 Service in Chapel
Text: Acts 4:32-5:11
Title: “Give or Else”
Video: “My Little Secret”

Sunday, June 28 Service in Chapel
Text: Acts 8:26-46
Title: “It’'s Not My Job”
Video: “Kindness and Service”




Special Meeting of the Congregation

The Session has called a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, June
14, 2026 for the purpose of electing officers. The meeting will be held immedi-
ately following the worship service where the only business to be conducted will
be the election of elders, deacons and trustees. This and only this will be the

business for the day.

Trustee’s Report

May’s utility bill was $956.22, down from February’s bill of $3,950.00.

In the next few weeks, we will be repairing the sidewalks around the Church
that the city didn’t replace. The cost is around $11,000.00. The good news is
that we have received an anonymous gift of $10,000.00 towards this project.

Thank you,

The Trustee’s



Courageous Oufreach — In the Spirit of Peter and Paul

We have been saying that our congregation is built on three critical elements:
Relevant Worship, Engaged Mission and Courageous Outreach. All of that is
purposely designed to let the community know we are more than a tall steeple.
We are engaging in activities that put us out in the marketplace where we are
being seen and becoming known as a congregation of faith in Jesus Christ, and,
church of real people who are seriously concern for all people. We are putting
ourselves in situations where we are not just being noticed, but opening
ourselves up to criticism.

Right now, we’re spending every Thursday downtown on the corner of Fifth
and Jefferson with a bright blue canopy and a sign with our church’s name on it
and we’re passing out wooden crosses, cards with the Lord’s prayer on it, other
cards with our name and address along an invitation to come to church. And
while doing that, we are greeting people and asking them if they would like a
bottle of water, which we give away at no cost.

This is not the sum total of our courageous outreach. We have signed up to
have a booth at the Des Moines County Fair where we will take our Farmer’s
Market booth out to the Fair grounds and do everything we can to share our
church with even a wider community. We will have a booth later this month at
Crapo Park for the Gay Pride event out there as well as have a float in the Gay
Pride parade in October. We’ll have a float in the holiday parade in November.
Wherever we can, we are going to put ourselves out in the community, and we
need everyone to applaud and support these efforts. You cannot expect the
church to grow if no effort is made to meet people in the marketplace because
they are not just going to show up because we’re sitting on the corner of Fifth
and Washington.

We need bodies to be under the canopy giving out water and crosses and
inviting people to consider First Presbyterian as the place to meet Jesus and
experience the joy and love and grace God has for them.

We also need water, lots of SMALL bottles of water to hand out. If you can’t
be under the canopy, then provide us the water the helps us meet people and
tell them we are a church that cares for even the simplest of needs. We are
doing this in and through the power given to us in the Holy Spirit. It is God-
ordained, God-driven, God-blessed. This is our moment to be courageous and
reach out to and for the glory of our Lord.
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Courageous Outreach Continued...

The Christian Vocation is to bring all people into a relationship with God through
Jesus Christ, and is our greatest calling. As a community of faith, our common life
together bids us to be involved in the life of the community around us, which we
call “Courageous Outreach.” In the month of June there are several events coming
up that we need to be aware of. Please mark your calendars for all of them.

Community Farmers Market
every Thursday from 4:30-7 pm

Organ Recital to celebrate the new pipe organ
Sunday, June 14 at 2 pm in Edward's Chapel

We have a booth on Jefferson Street to bring the news of our family of faith to
the world. We need your help. Could you spare an hour once in a while to help
with this Courageous Outreach? A sign-up sheet is on the table outside the chapel
doors.

Perhaps you are wondering how you can help. There are several easy ways that
result in a huge help!

For Farmers' Market we give away about 120 little bottles of water (so far) each
week. You can find them at Wal-Mart in packs of 15 for about $2.15. Could you
donate some for us?

There are probably flyers for all these events. Actively search them out and help
get them into the public’s vision.

There are probably notices on Facebook on the church’s site. Actively search them
out and SHARE them. Liking is helpful, but sharing them is helpful times three.

Invite friends and neighbors. I know this gets scarier, but help us anyway. Press
releases and flyers only go so far. This is a big step!

Try to attend and help to “host” the events. Let people know where Fellowship
Hall in, where the bathrooms are, or get programs into the hands of guests.

(o
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Chapel Pipe Ongan|

First Presbyterian Church, located at 321 North Fifth Street in Burlington, has
just had a pipe organ installed in Edward’s Chapel, and joins the 1952 Aeolian-
Skinner pipe organ in the main sanctuary. The “new to them” instrument is a
five-rank Wicks organ that was given by The Rev’d Dr. Richard Johnson, the
current pastor of the church, and his children as a memorial to his late wife,
Vicki. The organ was heard by the congregation on Sunday, May 24 at 10 in the
morning.

Edward’s Chapel was built as a part of the major remodeling of the church
that was done in 1949-1951. The chapel seats about 75 people and sits on the
southern part of the church structure.

The organ originally was a four-rank organ built by the Wicks Organ
Company of Highland, Illinois in 1962 for Asbury Methodist Church in
Bettendorf, Illinois. When Asbury needed a new larger instrument, it was sold to
St. Ambrose University as a practice organ for their then organ department.
When their organ professor retired, the organ began its next phase as a house
organ in Palastine, Illinois; the owner will be moving to a new residence which
will not accommodate the instrument and it needed to find a new home.
Through the Levsen Organ Company of Buffalo, Iowa (who takes care of the
Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ in the sanctuary), the instrument found its latest
home in Edward’s Chapel of First Presbyterian Church, Burlington.

First Presbyterian Church’s organist, The Rev’d Randy Lee Webster, requested
a change in the original organ by removing the Diapason rank from the Swell
box (the original instrument was totally enclosed) and placing it on its own
chest unenclosed at the front edge of the platform. A fifth rank (a Celeste) was
added to the organ, taking up the space in the chest formerly occupied by the
Diapason rank, making it much more usable. The lowest twelve notes (the
biggest pipes in the instrument) sit on their own chest against the rear wall of
the chapel.

The public is invited to an organ program planned for Sunday, June 14 at 2
pm in Edward’s Chapel. The program will be played by their organist, The Rev’'d
Randy Lee Webster, and is titled “With Pipes of Tin and Wood Make Known.”
English Tea will be served following the program.




With pipes of tin and wood make known
The Rew’d Randy Lee Webster, organist

Sunoay), June 14 at 2 p.m.

Edward’s Cba‘pe[ at First Presbyterian C[yurcb
321 Novth Frftb Street
Burlington, Towa

English Tea to follow

celebvating the new wemorial organ in Edward's Chapel

Prelude and Fugue in G Major Felix Mendelssohn
Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’ Ralph Vaughn Williams
Aria, Op. 51 Flor Peters
Concerto in Bflat major, HWV 308 G.F. Handel
Q1011 BfLefuiteials
O had [ Jubal’s lyre (from Joshua) G.F. Handel
Landate Dominum (Solemn Vespers) Wolfgang Mozart
4

With pipes of tin and wood make known Alfred V. Fedak
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Awmerica

The Silver Singers present

music for the 250™ anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence

Sunday, June 28 at 2 pm
The sanctuary of
First Presbyterian Church

321 North Fifth Street

Burlington, Iowa

Afterglow to follow.



' Sunday School 1

Youth Sunday School is out for the summer! Below is a photo of the last Youth
Sunday School Class until Fall! Classes will start back up in late August/early
September! Stay tuned for the exact date, later this summer! Have a wonderful
summer!

Thank you to Barb Garcia for the photo submission!

1l

Ji- Adult Education |

Adult Education is held at 9:00am on Sunday mornings! Come learn about the
Bible with us! All are welcome!




Table for One

Our May event will be held
Wednesday, 6/3 @ 5:30p.m.
@ Marcia Stiefel’s home @
212 Crestview Dr.
Burlington, IA 52601

Yum-Yums

News from Yum Yums. A group of 17 church
members and friends enjoyed good food and
fellowship at Green Bay Tap in Wever, IA on
Wednesday, May 20! Yum-Yums will meet at

June The Charleston Board of Trade (1962 253 St.,
Birthdavs Donnellson, IA) on Wednesday, June 17 @
) ) ; N 5:15pm. We will meet at 4:45pm in the
3 - Michael Carhoff parking lot of Fareway to carpool. If you have
4 - Allison Nalley any questions, call or text Sandy Russell @
5 - Marin Mehaffey 319-572-6124.

7 - Susan Hoisington
12 - Wilma Hemphill
13 - Sandy Russell
17 - Cheryl Lotz

20 - Gary Hadenfeldt
25 - Matthew Briggs

-
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2" Sunday Luncheon

Sunday, June 14, t W,,_‘;,,, 6-24
following morning service! L redomn ttess .

Please Join Us!

Luncheon is free and gracious donations
help to defray the cost and are much
appreciated.




Meeting Highlights

Plans are being made to participate in Pride in the Park to be held Saturday,
June 13 at the large shelter house in Crapo Park, 10 am to 4 pm. We will have a
booth set up to interact with participants. The Gay Pride Parade, put on by a
different group, has been moved to October, and we are planning to enter a
float.

Farmer’s Market has started for the summer, every Thursday night
downtown on Jefferson Street from 4:30 pm to 7 pm. We have a canopy set up
on the corner of Fifth and Jefferson, by Nature’s Corner. We are giving away
bottles of water, small wooden crosses, and a laminated card telling about us.
Volunteers are needed, and there is a sign-up sheet for those who wish to
participate.

Installation of the chapel organ should be done soon. Trustees have
accepted a bid for sidewalk replacement on both 5™ and Washington streets.
The same people that will be finishing the work on the organ platform will be
doing the plasterwork in the Parlor.

April’s Shepherd’s Table served 75 people, 10 seconds served, and 10 carry-
outs. They ran out of food, but were able to offer hot dogs. Mission Committee
will serve a meal at the Hospice House on Tuesday, June 2. We are also
scheduled to serve a meal to the Burlington Fire Department on August 10, 11,
and 12. The All-Church birthday party hosted by the Deacons was a success,
with everyone having fun. There was $60 donated plus many gifts received for
the Treasure Chest. We served 18 families at the April food giveaway, with 5 of
them new.

At the June 14 congregational meeting, three new Deacons will be elected. If
you are interested, please contact one of the members of the Nominating
Committee, Brenda Frederick, Pat Saldeen, or Jim French.

The next Session meeting will be Thursday, June 4, 2026 at 1:00 pm.
Cheryl Lotz, Clerk of Session
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,,T§ A Thank You from Burlington Area Homeless

)) Shelter

(( Dear First Presbyterian Church,

Thank you so much for your thoughtful bread

donation! \X/e greatly appreciate your generosity &

. support!
((

Sincerely,

\\ Burlington Area Homeless Shelter |




KNITWITS

The Knitwits will meet at the church, June 3, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap
throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one,
companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved
and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion
such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer
shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone.

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry.

God’s grace be upon you:
May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence.
May it warm you when you are weary
May it encourage you when you are discouraged.
May it assure you of God’s care and comfort.
May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others.




Missions Is Up To Doing Good

Missiom Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday
of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. We will meet next on June 3.

Hesed Project Graduation

One of our Hesed Project girls, Jazz, Graduated from SCC on Thursday, May
14! Jazz graduated with an Associate of Arts Degree in Art. We celebrated her
achievement on Sunday, May 17 after Worship service with some cake! Below is
a couple photos that were taken and submitted by Sandy Walz!
Congratulations, Jazz! We are proud of you!
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Shepherd’s Table Menu

Shepherd’s Table is on the last Wednesday of the month from 4:30pm-6:00pm
hosted by First Congregational Church & First Presbyterian Church
at 313 N. 4™ St. Burlington, IA. This is a free meal.

Below is the menu for June - July 2026!

Red-Presbyterians
L Blue-Congregationalists

June 24

Sub Sandwiches
Pasta Salad
Watermelon

Cookies

July 29

Pizza
Chips
Garden Salad
Cookies




Announcements!
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' /L i e /..-,/- ‘ \\

The office will be closed on Monday, June 8 and Monday, June 15. Wendy will
be out of the office to celebrate her Birthday and her oldest son’s Birthday.

Pride in the Park will be held on Saturday, June 13 in Crapo Park from
10:00am - 4:00pm. There will be a walking parade around Lake Starker at
Noon with a pet parade immediately following.

Sunday, June 14 is the Congregational Meeting that will be held immediately
following Worship service.

Organ Recital “With Pipes of Tin and Wood Make Known” by Rev. Randy Lee
Webster will be performed on Sunday, June 14 at 2:00pm in Edward’s Chapel!
English Tea will follow the program.

Farmer’s Market on Jefferson St. has begun! On every Thursday from
4:30pm - 7:00pm on Jefferson St.! If you didn’t already know, we have a booth
this year, located on the corner of N. 5" St. and Jefferson St., next to Nature’s
Corner. We hand out bottled waters and wooden crosses to anyone who would
like one.

Farmer’s Market at the Church (Food Bag Giveaway) will be on Thursday, June
18 from 4:30pm - 6:00pm. If you, or someone you know is struggling and in
need of food, please come down and get a free bag of food.

Yum Yums will meet on Wednesday, June 17 at 5:15pm @ The Charleston
Board of Trade (located at 1962 253 St. Donnellson, IA) We will meet at
4:45pm at Fareway for carpool.

The Deacon’s will meet on Sunday, June 24; instead of on June 21, due to
Father’s Day.

Shepherd’s Table will be held on Wednesday, June 24 at First Congregational
Church from 4:30pm - 6:00pm! On the menu this month, as seen on the
previous page, will be sub sandwiches, pasta salad, watermelon, and cookies!
This is a free meal and open to the public!



Live Streaming our Worship Services

Can’t make it to Sunday service? No problem! Every Sunday service is live
streamed on Facebook! Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone,
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish.
Comments are appreciated.
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SATURDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
Office Hours 1 ikide i 2 3 8:30am Bible Study | 4 Session Meets 5 6
M-W-F 1:30pm-4:30pm L N7 B KnitWits meets @ 10am @ 1pm
T-Th 9:00am-1:00pm Mission Mtg. @ Noon Farmer’s Market
Table 4 One meets @ booth
5:30pm @ Marcia . ;
Stiefel’s Home 4:30pm-7pm
7 2" Sunday after 9 10 11 12 13 Pride in the
Pentecost Office Closed 8:30am Bible Stud Park (Crapo Park)
9:00 a.m. Adult Eq. ) Y Farmer’s Market 10:00am-4:00pm
10:00 a.m. Worship booth Walking Parade
4:30pm-7pm around Lake
Starker @ Noon.
14 3" Sunday after 15 16 17 18 19 20
Pentecost Office Closed 8:30am Bible Study Farmer’s Market
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. NATIONAL booth
10:00 a.m. Worship 4:30pm-7pm
Congregational Mtg. Yum Yums! @ The pu-/p
following service. Charleston Board of
2" Sunday Luncheon Trade (1962 253™ St. y
Organ Recital-“With Donnellson) @ Farnta}fr (s:lI:/Iarl;let @
Il\’;'l?’e(s t;(f Tin & ggod ] 5:15pm; Carpool @ ﬁ
ake Known pm in 4:4 F :
Edward’s Chapel. English >pm @ Fareway
Tea to follow.
21 4™ Sunday after 22 23 24 25 26 27
Pentecost Trustees Mtg. 8:30am Bible Study Farmer’s Market
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. @10am booth NATIONAL
10:00 a.m. Worship 4:30pm-7pm NOE DAY!
Fl s Deadline For Shepherd’s Table A
wic 2 Connections 4:30pm-6pm
28 5™ Sunday after 29 30
Pentecost r erec |
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed.
10:00 a.m. Worship
Deacon’s Mig. 'gfm N
The Silver Singer’s =T l)’

Present “America! Of
Thee I Sing” @ 2pm in
the Sanctuary. Afterglow
to follow.
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