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Pactor’s Thouohte

When I was 3 years old, still wearing feet in my pajamas, I got my first
introduction to people of color. It is 1949 and this country was still embracing
the Jim Crow mentality of “separate but Equal.” My parents lived on a small 40
acre dairy farm where Dad milked 10 cows by hand and mom raised chickens.
Mom sold eggs, and in order to make ends meet, Dad worked in a local
Sycamore wire mill.

At the steel mill, Dad worked with a couple of African-American men, Babe
Johnson and Cecil Cooper. Babe was a skinny guy. Cecil, however, made up for
Babe’s lack of girth by being “portly.” Babe was on the quiet side but Cecil loved
to laugh and had a gift of gab. There was one particular day during ordinary
steel mill break conversation when Dad told Babe and Cecil that Mom raised
chickens and sold their eggs. He invited the two guys to come to the house the
following weekend and get a few dozen eggs.

Saturday arrived and shortly after breakfast while I was running around in
my Dr. Denten’s, Babe and Cecil arrived to buy eggs. Now you have to
understand, black folk who grew up in the south, as these two had, were
conditioned to show respect and “their place” whenever dealing with white
people, which meant when black men spoke to a white woman they would look
down and not make eye contact. At the same time they removed their hats and
said, “yes Ma’am” and “no Ma’am.”

Babe and Cecil approached the back door and when Mom answered, they
removed their hats, look down at their feet and said, “Mrs. Johnson, your
husband told us you would be willing to sell us eggs.” Mom said absolutely and
retrieved from the refrigerator two dozen eggs. They paid her, expressed their
thanks and returned to their car and drove off.

The next Saturday, Babe and Cecil returned for more eggs. As they had done
the week before, they approached the door, removed their hats, and when Mom
answered the door, they looked down at their feet. “Mrs. Johnson,” they said, “if
you are willing, we would like to buy eggs from you again.” But this time was
different. Mom had not yet finished candling and cleaning the eggs. She shocked
them when she said to them, “I have not yet finished getting the eggs ready, so



why don’t you come in and have a cup of coffee with my husband.” These two
very black men nearly turned white at the mere suggestion by a white woman
that they enter her house and sit at her table and drink coffee. At first they tried
to courteously refuse, but Dad came to the door and repeated Mom’s invitation.
Slowly they entered the kitchen and took their seats at the table. They drank
coffee and talked with Dad until Mom had finished preparing their eggs.
Amazing to them, the police did not show up and the Klan didn’t erect a cross
in the yard. They finished their coffee, took their eggs and left.

This experience didn’t seem to frighten these men off because they returned
the next week, and whether the eggs were ready or not, they were invited in to
have coffee. With less reluctance or fear, they sat down, drank coffee and
enjoyed talking with both Mom and Dad. This continued each week, and Babe
and Cecil grew more comfortable with the routine, until the day I ran up to Babe
and began rubbing my hand on his arm. He did everything he could to ignore
me. God forbid that a black man speak to a white child or even think of
touching him. Finally, Mom said to Babe, “For Pete’s sake, Babe, the boy wants to
sit on your lap. Pick him up!” With slow deliberateness, Babe reached down and
picked me up and set me on his lap. Mom put a cup of juice and a cookie in
front of me and I contentedly sat on Babe’s lap and drank my juice and ate my
cookie. Every Saturday after this, I sat on Babe’s lap, and in time, my sister sat
on Cecil’s lap. A greater gift Mom and Dad could not have given these two men.

When I was seven, we moved 40 miles north to a larger farm and sadly lost
touch with Babe and Cecil. But this remains for me a special memory because
that was how Mom and Dad taught me the gospel and what Jesus expects of us.
It was natural and simple. Color didn’t matter. These two men were not just our
friends, but they were equals to us all, and were always welcome to sit at our
table. Over the years, Dad found other ways to show us this lesson. There was
always a space open at our table on Thanksgiving, and frequently he invited
someone who would not otherwise have a Thanksgiving meal to join us.

During World War II, Dad had seen enough prejudice, both in the States and
in Europe that he did not want his family or home to be the same. Before I knew
the name of Jesus, I was learning what Jesus taught and expected of those who
believe in him as their Lord and Savior. I was being shown what Paul said to the
Romans: “There is neither Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, for we are
one in Jesus Christ.” To this day this remains the experience of my home.

Everyone is welcome and can sit at my table and share a cup of coffee, a glass
of juice and even a cookie. That is the story of the Lord’s Table. Jesus is always
the host and beckons all people to take their place without regard to
differences. Not one of us is worthy to sit with the Lord and eat the meal he has
prepared for us, and yet this is what Jesus wants. I am so grateful for my Dad
and Mom and their love for Jesus.



11% March Sermon
Pastor’s Desk

What began in February continues through the month of March. It is Lent - a
time for repentance and prayer. It is a time to take responsibility for the broken-
ness in our lives as well as how we have contributed to the broken-ness of the
world and repent. Repentance is not just acknowledging sin but owning it and
confessing it and choosing to let the grace of God in Christ wash us clean. As
Isaiah says, though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be white as snow. The
forty days of Lent provides the opportunity to do all this, but not without
prayer. Taking responsibility and owning our sin requires courage and a level of
honesty that we often are lacking. It is so much easier to blame others for the
things that have gone wrong.

The sermons for this Lenten season are intended to empathetically help you
understand the challenges of being serious about owning our sin and becoming
a responsible disciples of Jesus Christ. It is reaffirming that discipleship is a
challenge.

Sunday, March 1* Communion
Text: Psalm 73:1-17, 23-28
Ephesians 4:17-32
Title: “A Stone in Your Shoe”
Video: “The Season of Lent”

Sunday, March 8™
Text: Psalm 121:1-7
II Thessalonians 2:13-3:5
Title: “Cradled in God’s Arms”
Video: “From Ashes to Hope”

Sunday, March 15%
Text: Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
Philippians 4:4-9
Title: “Free at Last, Free at Last”
Video: “Come to Me”

Sunday, March 22
Text: Isaiah 50:4-9
Mark 8:27-38
Title: *“You Don’t Have a Clue”
Video: “Were You There”

Sunday, March 29th Palm Sunday
Text: Matthew 7:13-23
Title: “The Road Less Travelled”
Video: “The Road”



Under Construction

This past Wednesday, the City of Burlington blocked off the Washington and
Fifth Street intersection in order to replace the sewer lines, repair sidewalks and
create new ADA appropriate crossings at all four corners. This required closing
the sidewalks at the front door of the church on both Fifth and Washington
Streets. This past Thursday, the Trustees met with the project manager to find
out the extent of the sidewalk work that would be done, as well as how long the
intersection and sidewalks would be closed. It appears the work may take 12
weeks to complete.

So what does all this mean for all of you getting into the church on Sunday
mornings? We have a plan to try and accommodate all conditions and
capabilities.

First of all, parking will be available on Fifth Street as well as Washington
Street. In addition, parking will be available as it always has in the parking lot
on the west side of the church/alley.

Second, worship services will be held in the chapel.

Third, those who choose to park on Fifth Street may enter through the fifth
street door as you ordinarily do. Those who park on Washington Street or in the
parking lot can choose to enter the church via the Washington Street door and
use the stairs to get down to the Fellowship Hall and Chapel. HOWEVER, if the
stairs are a challenge or the distance up hills and over a very difficult alley are a
problem, you will have available a golf cart shuttle that will take you from your
car to the fifth street entrance. When worship and fellowship is over, that same
golf cart will shuttle you back to your car. In addition to the driver, the golf cart
can seat two more persons.

This plan will be adjusted as we address issues and concerns as they arise.
This construction, obviously, will impact Easter and we want everyone to know
we will do whatever we must to ensure everyone will have access to all worship
services and events. At the same time the city will be replacing city owned
sidewalks, the Trustees will be replacing those parts of our sidewalk that have
been a concern. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rev.
Johnson at (309) 337-2864.
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Courageous Outreach

The Christian Vocation is to bring all people into a relationship with God
through Jesus Christ, and is our greatest calling. As a community of faith,
our common life together bids us to be involved in the life of the community
around us, which we call “Courageous Outreach.” In the month of January
there are several events coming up that we need to be aware of. Please
mark your calendars for all of them.

Sunday, March 22 at 2:30 pm in the sanctuary

The Silver Singers present Joseph Martin’s “The Rose of Calvary”
for chorus and chamber orchestra

Perhaps you are wondering how you can help. There are several easy ways
that result in a huge help!

There are probably flyers for all these events. Actively search them out and
help get them into the public’s vision.

There are probably notices on Facebook on the church’s site. Actively search
them out and SHARE them. Liking is helpful, but sharing them is helpful
times three.

Invite friends and neighbors. I know this gets scarier, but help us anyway.
Press releases and flyers only go so far. This is a big step!

Try to attend and help to “host” the events. Let people know where Fellow-
ship Hall in, where the bathrooms are, or get programs into the hands of
guests.




Second Sunday Lunch

Sunday, March 8 following the morning service in Fellowship Hall

“It might as well be spring!”

The luncheon is free. Your generous contributions help to support the cost of the
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Please note: Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 8. Remember to set
your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday before going to bed!

< l{ W 1’;«:—1

N

) 4
]

< ¢
77‘\ AT

4 \}

Easter Memorials

This Easter season you are invited to make gifts to the Polish the
Jewel Campaign to remember loved ones or to give them in thanksgiv-
ing. Forms are located outside the office door for the information.
Please either give them to Wendy in the office or place in the offering
plates on Sunday. Easter Memorials will be published on Easter Day in
the bulletin. Thank you!




Youth Sunday School is held at 9:00am every Sunday morning downstairs in the
lower level! Come learn all about Jesus with us!
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T Adult Education T

Adult Education is held at 9:00am on Sunday mornings! Come learn about the
Bible with us! All are welcome!
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March
Birthdays

1 - Marianne Briggs
3 - Irene Kress

9 - Bear Haller

11 - Matt Murray
12 - John Dewey
20 - Connie Bowen
23 - Marilyn Lyday

D

2" Sunday Luncheon

Sunday, March 8,
following morning service!

“It Might As Well Be Spring!”

Please Join Us!

Luncheon is free and gracious donations
help to defray the cost and are much
appreciated.

Table for One

Our February event will be
held Wednesday, 3/4 @
5:30p.m. @ Doyle Ruble’s
home @ 1245 Messiah Dr.
Burlington, TA

Yum-Yums

News from Yum Yums. A group of 13 church
members and friends enjoyed good food and
fellowship at Pizza Ranch on Thursday,
February 19! Those attending chose to go to
Happy Joe’s in Burlington, IA on Wednesday,
March 18 @ 5:15pm. No carpool this month.
If you have any questions, call or text Sandy
Russell @ 319-572-6124
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We had received a request from a man for a copy of his baptismal record,
and Cheryl did a thorough search of our records in the building, and online,
and could not find it. We went to our off-site storage facility, and the record
was not there either. Unfortunately, there is about a nineteen-year period
where official church records cannot be found. In researching our records that
are stored offsite, there are a lot that can be destroyed and some that can be
sent to the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia for preservation. We
pay a monthly fee to this facility. In the interest of eliminating paying this
storage fee, Session approved to destroy unneeded records stored there, and
sending historical documents to Philadelphia.

The Trustees reported that the chapel organ has been retrieved and is in the
shop being readied to be delivered and installed. It should be delivered the end
of February or beginning of March. The company that did the Chapel work will
be starting work on the outside wall in the Parlor next week, fixing the
plastering and removing the old blinds. Then they will start work on repairing
the north wall in the women’s restroom.

Mission Committee reported that last month’s Shepherd’s Table served 75
people, with 20 carry-outs. In last month’s food giveaway, we served 14
families with 5 of them being new. Upcoming mission projects include having
a booth at the county fair this summer, having a booth at the weekly farmer’s
market, providing a meal for the Burlington Fire Department, and a meal for
the hospice house.

The next Session meeting will be Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 2:00 P.M.
Cheryl Lotz

Clerk of Session
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)} Thank you so much for the beautiful Valentine ))
cards, I received. “

(( Two of the cards I received were made by the
youth in our church. I received many other ”
“ beautiful cards as well.

Thank you so much for sharing your art talents
} and making these beautiful cards for Valentine’s
Day to share with others. A very special gift! ‘

(( Many blessings to each one of you! "

A Thank you from Community Action

: Thank you for your generous food donation to

* our Food Pantry! Your support helps provide
: meals to families in our community, and we
truly appreciate your kindness!

With Gratitude, :
Your Community Action Neighborhood :
Center Family, :

Kim, Shelby, Richard, Cheryl, Pat, and Tom.

Janet Calvin
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Mission Trip Prayers-Thank You!

Janet Calvin would like to thank you for your prayers for her Son-in-law, Joe,
and Grandson, Joshua, in their mission trip to Guatemala, with a group from
their church in Marion, IA.

Their time there, from February 5" - February 14™, was spent building a tiny
home for a family of 4. Below are a few pictures Janet wanted to share.
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KNITWITS

The Knitwits will meet at the church, March 4, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap
throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one,
companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved
and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion
such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer
shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone.

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry.

God’s grace be upon you:
May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence.
May it warm you when you are weary
May it encourage you when you are discouraged.
May it assure you of God’s care and comfort.
May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others.




Missions Is Up To Doing Good

Mission Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday
of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. We will meet next on March 4.

@ Souper Bowl Collection - Thank You! @

Thank you to everone who donated to our Souper Bowl Collection, either
monetarily or with cans of soup!

We also received 8 cans of miscellaneous items and 3 boxes of cereal.

92 cans of soup were divided evenly between the Homeless Shelter,
Transitions DMC, and Community Action.

All were very grateful for us helping stock their shelves!

Mission Team
: %

Thank You!

Thanks again to Barb Garcia, for personally delivering the Treasure Chest
items for February to the UIHC Children’s Hospital! The children look so for-
ward to receiving these each month!

Mission Team




Shepherd’s Table Menu

Shepherd’s Table is on the last Wednesday of the month from 4:30pm-6:00pm
hosted by First Congregational Church & First Presbyterian Church
at 313 N. 4™ St. Burlington, IA. This is a free meal.

Below is the menu for March - July 2026!

Red-Presbyterians
L Blue-Congregationalists
i March 25
Goulash
Garlic Bread

Garden Salad
Dessert

April 29
Taco Salad
Fruit

Dessert

May 27
Ham & Potato Casserole

Corn Casserole
Garden Salad
Dessert

June 24

Sub Sandwiches
Pasta Salad
Watermelon

Cookies

July 29

Pizza
Chips
Garden Salad
Cookies



Announcements'

Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 8! Don’t forget to “spring”
forward your clocks by 1 hour on Saturday night!

The Silver Singers will present “The Rose of Calvary” on Sunday, March 22 @
2:30pm in the Sanctuary.

Second Sunday Lunch is on Sunday, March 8. The theme is “Might As Well Be
Spring!”.

Yum Yums will meet again on Wednesday, March 18 at Happy Joe’s at 5:15pm.
No carpool this month.

Farmer’s Market at the Church is on Thursday, March 19 from 4:30pm -
6:00pm. If you or someone you know is struggling and in need of food, come
on down and get a free bag of food!

Shepherd’s Table is on Wednesday, March 25 from 4:30pm - 6:00pm at First
Congregational Church! On the menu this month: Goulash, Garlic Bread,
Garden Salad, and Dessert. This is a free meal and open to the public!

Live Streaming our Worship Services

Can’t make it to Sunday service? No problem! Every Sunday service is live
streamed on Facebook! Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone,
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish.
Comments are appreciated.
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SATURDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1 2 Sunday in Lent 2 3 4 8:30am Bible Study | 5 7
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & = KnitWits meets @ 10am
Adult Ed. .
10:00 a.m. Worship @ Mission Mtg. @ Noon SeSS@IOilpl\I/IIleetS
BANANA Table 4 One meets @
CREANG OAY 5:30pm @ Doyle Ruble’s
Home.
8 37 Sunday in Lent 9 10 11 12
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 8:30am Bible Study
Adult Ed.
10:00 a.m. Worship
2" Sunday Luncheon Nat o
10!
Veterans Day
_‘:’c 3 -:fuwma
15 4" Sunday in Lent | 16 17 18 19
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & ® 8:30am Bible Study
Adult Ed. _ W P#) * Farmer’s Market @ Deadline For
10:00a.m.Worship / , the Church C i
Deacon’s Mtg. *% 0 Yum Yums! @ Happy “4:30-6pm onnections
Joe’s @ 5:15pm )
22 5% Sunday in Lent | 23 24 25 28
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 8:30am Bible Study
Adult Ed. _ Trustees Mtg. @ @ P
10:00 a.m. Worship 10am Shepherd’s Table "‘
Silver Singers present 4:30pm-6pm BASEBAL L

“The Rose of Calvary” at
2:00pm in the Sanctuary!

‘_GPENING DAy !/

29 Sunday of the
Passion/Palm Sunday
9:00 a.m. Sunday School &
Adult Ed.

10:00 a.m. Worship
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Office Hours

M-W-F 1:30pm-

4:30pm

T-Th 9:00am-

1:00pm




