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Pastor’s Thoughts

I recently watched a movie in which one of the characters was an artist whose 
medium was “Dot Art,” that is better known as “Pointillism.” This is a technique 
that relies of the eye and mind of the viewer to blend color spots into a fuller 
range of tones. Instead of using brush strokes, the artist uses unconnected dots 
to create a picture. The dots can be small or large, but each dot relies upon the 
existence of all the other dots to provide the viewer with a complete picture. For 
those of you who understand and appreciate art, forgive me for my over simpli-
fication of pointillism. 

In this movie the artist, when asked why they used this technique, explained 
that each dot is related to all the other dots, and without those dots there is no 
picture. She said this is what life is all about. Each experience we have does not 
exist in isolation. Connected together, these dots shape us, define us, becomes 
our life and who we are. 

I have longed believed that God desires for us that we connect the dots of 
faith and life in order to be the people God needs us to be. I am convinced that 
there is this one large dot, called faith, that is comprised of a whole bunch of 
smaller dots that are the beliefs we have about grace, love, forgiveness, disciple-
ship, etc. and then there is this other dot which is comprised of all our life expe-
riences, roles and relationships, the things we do, and the people we interact 
with. My sense is that God’s expectation is that we intentionally connect the dot 
called faith with the dot called life, and that faith informs and impacts life.  

In this, a person’s actions, decisions, speech and attitudes are a reflection of 
their faith. Jesus said when talking about the ethics of eating meat offered to 
idols, “it is not what goes into a person’s mouth that defiles them, but the 
words that come out of that mouth.” Every single moment of every single day 
when faith is real for us, it needs to be influencing our world view and how we 
act, interact, think and speak. How can one say they believe in Jesus and not 
love others in the same way they love themselves? How can one embrace the 
gospel and not seek to do things as Jesus did and taught?   

 



We are supposed to connect the dots. You can’t proclaim a great affection for 
and belief in Jesus on Sunday and then Monday through Saturday live and      
express actions and ideas that are contrary to that very gospel. Hypocrisy is the 
failure to connect the dots so the picture people see of us is blurred, confused 
and distorted. The old spiritual “Lord, I Want to be a Christian,” is a prayer with 
the first verse saying, Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. Second verse 
says, Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. The third verse continues,   
saying, Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart and the fourth verse caps it all 
off by asking, Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. Many of the African-
American spirituals were born out of the pain and experiences of slavery and 
are prayers seeking help from the Lord to be Christian in an otherwise unchris-
tian environment. They actively sought to connect the dots even though they 
were surrounded by people who could not or would not. 

What do people see when they look at you? How well are you connecting the 
dots of faith and life? Is it a picture, an image, people will want to see more of 
and take pleasure in? It’s worth some thought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November Sermon

  

The first four Sundays in November will draw inspiration from the hymn, 
“Amazing Grace.” Who has not sung this hymn and not consider it one of their 
favorites. “Amazing Grace” has a great story behind its genesis. It was authored 
by John Newton, who penned four of the five verses in 1778. It is a musical 
depiction of his spiritual journey that led him from being the captain of a slave 
ship.  

Newton was the only child of a distinguished sea captain father and a very 
devout mother. Newton’s life was tremendously changed at age 7 when his 
mother died. His father placed him in boarding schools, however, Newton 
became rebellious and threw off the morals and standards taught by his 
mother. At age 11, he signed on to his first ship. He bounced around from ship 
to ship living a life that even sailors said was out of control.   

At the age of 17, Newton became a deserter. He was eventually seized and 
brought back to England where he was considered a common felon. So severe 
was his punishment that Newton often thought of taking his own life. After his 
imprisonment, Newton embarked on a reckless life of such wickedness that his 
friends worried about his sanity. 

He lived for a time among cruel slavers in Sierra Leon, the heart of the slavery 
industry. There, as a result of being cruelly treated by his ship master’s black 
wife, his heart became hard against black people. He was in every way the 
Prodigal Son, whose life was the portrait of moral and spiritual bankruptcy.  
Every ship on which Newton was a member of the crew, was a slave ship 
transporting people to various countries to be bought and sold. Newton 
eventually was elevated to being captain of his own slave ship. The buying and 
selling of black slaves was a cruel and vicious way of life. 

In 1748 Newton was on his way back to England from Africa with a boat 
loaded with black men, women and children chained to one another and 
destined to be sold in auctions where cattle were treated better. It was during 
that voyage that a storm fiercely ravaged the ship nearly causing it to capsize 
and sink. Out of some fear of dying, Newton began reading the book “The 
Imitation of Christ” by Thomas a’ Kempis. This book began to sow the seeds 
that would eventually lead to Newton’s conversion. This led Newton to write the 
first words that would become the impetus for his hymn: “Twas grace that 
taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; how precious did that 
grace appear the hour I first believed.” 

What grace did brought him full circle to where his mother once hoped for 
him – the calling of a clergyman. Newton composed “Amazing Grace” while 
serving a small hamlet church comprised mostly of poor farmers and 
lacemakers. It was during this time Newton composed the poem which 
eventually became a hymn, reflecting on the wondrous, amazing grace of God 
that took him from a wretched life as a slave trader to a servant of the Lord.   



The poem was not converted into the hymn we now enjoy singing until 1831, 
some 25 years after his death. 

The sermons for November will focus on each of the verses of the hymn, 
enabling us to consider just how amazing God’s grace is.   

FYI: The last Sunday of the month, November 30th, is the first Sunday of Advent.  
The theme for this advent season is “Signs and Wonders.” More will be said of 
this in the next edition of Connections. 

 
November 2nd     Communion  Worship in Sanctuary 
  Texts: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
     John 1;1-17 

 Title:  “God’s Grace Poured Into Empty Hands” 
 Video:  “Your Grace is Forever” 

 
November 9th      Worship in Chapel 
  Texts: Numbers 21:4-9 
     Ephesians 2:1-10 
  Title:  “Two Sides of the Same Coin” 
  Video:  “Rhythm of Grace” 
 
November 16th      Worship in Sanctuary 
  Texts: Psalm 23 
     II Corinthians 2:5-11 
  Title:  “Your God is Bigger and Badder” 
  Video:  “I Know A Name” 
 
November 23rd      Worship in Sanctuary 
  Texts: Isaiah 40:25-31 
     I Peter 5:6-11 
  Title:  “Keeping Life in Perspective” 
  Video:  “As We Gather” 
 
November 30th      First Sunday of Advent 
  Texts: Jeremiah 33:12-16 
     Luke 21:25-36 
  Title:  “Show Me, Lord”  

 Video:  “Advent Prayer” 
 

 
 
 
 



November is a Time for Thanks Giving
On Thursday, November 27th, in homes all around America, people will sit 

down around a table and share a slice of turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, 
possibly cranberries, pumpkin pie and who knows what else that comprises our 
holiday that is called Thanksgiving. 

But November is also a time in the life of the church when we are asked to 
give God thanks by making a pledge to support the ministry and mission of our 
congregation. Our thanks is not just for what the church has meant to us in the 
past, but our anticipation of what the congregation will be able to accomplish in 
the year ahead. As you think about the challenge of giving, you are asked to 
consider how our church has impacted peoples’ lives in the past 12 months.   

Consider the nurture and inspiration that you received every Sunday through 
worship, whether that was in person or through the live stream on Facebook.   

Consider the number of people we reach every month through the Shepherds 
Table meal we serve in partnership with First Congregational Church. The 
monthly average of persons who come because they are hungry for fellowship 
and food is reaching 90. It was once 30 persons. 

Consider the folks who pass through our front doors for sacks of food from 
our food pantry. Monthly we provide food to an average of 24 families.   

Consider the lives of homeless teens who are being changed through our 
Hesed Project. In spite of having little parental support or even a home to live 
in, these kids continue to go to school with a passion and commitment to undo 
the chaos that has been their lives and to change the trajectory of their lives   
toward stability, success and happiness. We have been there for them and    
supporting them to become all that God desires they become. 

Consider the children, though few in number, who come every week to     
Sunday School where they are being helped to understand what it means to 
have Jesus Christ in their lives as their Lord and Savior. We have men and 
women who passionately work to find ways to help them understand who God 
is and how God is daily impacting their lives.   

Consider the significance of our church building as a sentinel of hope to the 
community. People walk in off the street, frequently overwhelmed by life’s   
challenges and problems because they know that we can be counted on to       
receive them as they are without condemnation and be for them for that       
moment, an oasis where they will find rest and relief. 

Consider that the church has a history of being available and open to a com-
munity that is constantly changing. We are a stable presence and a witness to 
constancy. Just as God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow, the church 
has a message that no matter who they are, where they have been or what they 
have done, they are precious children of God and have worth and are known 
and loved by Jesus. 



We provide financial support to the church to the greatest extent we can so 
that the name of Jesus can be shared and praised as we become the head, heart, 
hands of Jesus as we seek to build the kingdom of God here and now. 

By making a pledge and supporting the church financially, you ensure that 
this vital ministry and outreach can continue and that the light that shines from 
our steeple may remind the community that no matter what is going on out in 
the world, we’re here for them. God is alive and well and thriving and we pa-
tiently and encouragingly wait for them. We have a magnificent building in 
which to undertake all these ministries and that needs to be maintained so that 
we may pursue that which Christ has given us to do: to go out into the world 
and preach, teach, and baptize; proclaim the good news of hope and life; and 
bring the world the transforming Word that has been from the beginning of 
time. We are to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and imprisoned 
and welcome those who are strangers, knowing all the time that whenever we 
do these things, we are doing it to Christ who dwells in us all. 

Every dollar pledged is an affirmation that the gospel is vital and our witness 
to that gospel is equally critical to the spiritual being of the congregation and 
entire Burlington community. The uncertainty of our times has been cause for 
personal economic caution, but not at the expense of the importance of sustain-
ing the church and its meaning to our lives.   

When you receive the pledge card, please consider the importance of every 
dollar, and with the leading of the Holy Spirit, consider how you can increase 
your giving. Let this be an experience of giving thanks to God for how God has 
impacted and supported your life. 



Update on the Chapel 

The only piece missing from the chapel right now that would complete its 
restoration is the pipe organ. This is being purchased and installed as a          
memorial gift. Conversations were recently had with the organ company out of 
Buffalo, Iowa, and we can expect delivery and installation in the first part of 
2026. There is some work that we must complete before that time. We must 
construct a platform over the door in the back of the chapel to hold the organ 
pipes. An engineer has been in consultation with the organ company and has 
developed a plan for the platform. Until then, we will continue to worship in the 
chapel at least on the Second Sunday of each month using the Clavinova, as well 
as those days when weather may require it.   



At Thanksgiving 

Amid football, family, and too much food, we pause quickly and without in-
convenience to remember and to thank. We remember ancient pilgrims who fol-
lowed dreams of alabaster cities and financial opportunity; we remember hospi-
table first nation people who welcomed them, and then lost their land; we remem-
ber other family times filled with joy and filled with anxiety, and old scars still 
powerful. We thank you for this U.S. venue of justice and freedom, and we are 
aware of its flawed reality; we thank you for our wealth and our safety, and are 
aware of how close to poverty we are and how under threat we live. We gather 
our impulse for gratitude today, grateful to you and to our ancestors, grateful to 
you for our families, our health, our government, our many possessions. We 
gladly affirm that “All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above,” but we 
yield to none in a sense of self-sufficiency, our weariness in needing to share, our 
resentfulness of those who take and do not give. Your generosity evokes our grat-
itude, but your generosity overmatches our gratitude. We are ready to thank, but 
not overly so; we remember our achievements, our accomplishments, our entitle-
ments, and our responsibilities that slice away our yielding of ourselves to you. 
Move through our half measure of thanks and let us be, all through this day, more 
risky in acknowledging that we have nothing except what you give. You have given 
so much – not least your only Son. Gift us the gift of dazzlement and awe that we 
may rejoice in our penultimate lives and keep you ultimate all the day long, rel-
ishing the wonder of your self-giving love. 

Prayers for a Privileged People, Walter Bruggeman, Abington Press, 2008 

Submitted by Rev. Randy Webster 



Preparing for the S eason of Advent  

  Advent is a season in the church’s calendar that comprises the four Sundays 
before Christmas Day. 

  The observance of Christmas, and as a result of Advent, is the “newest” of the 
seasons. Christmas is the latest of the holidays to be added to the calendar, prob-
ably sometime around 800. Advent is even later than that. In the very early 
church, the second date for baptism was the feast of the Epiphany (which existed 
at least from about 300), the day when we observe the “epiphany” or revealing of 
Christ to the Gentiles. The period before Epiphany was just like the observance 
of Lent, especially one of penitence and fasting. The season was referred to as 
“St. Martin’s Lent,” because it began on the feast of St. Martin of Tours, November 
11, and the color was purple. The season of Advent occurred during this larger 
season, which is why the adopted color for many places is purple. Recently, many 
churches use the color blue for Advent, because it represents that we are waiting 
for a coming king. We use the royal blue color at First Presbyterian Church. 

  When Advent begins, we use an Advent wreath, four candles for the four Sun-
days of Advent. Really no more than a “calendar,” it helped people who couldn’t 
read to keep track of Christmas coming. 

Submitted by Rev. Randy Webster 



The Blessing of Talent 

Each of us has fingerprints which differ from those of all the other billions 
on earth. Our talents are unique in such a way that if we could measure and 
code them, we would find them as distinctive as our fingerprints. This is not as 
preposterous as it sounds. Nature abounds with uniqueness. No two snow-
flakes, as we all know, are identical in form and outline. Each race horse has a 
vestigial second toe called a chestnut, which is different in contour from all 
other racing horses. The possession of unique talents is a blessing from God. 
Everyone is given a variety of talents. They mark us as individuals. Too many of 
us think that having a talent means having or doing something greater or better 
than others. That is not what God intended. Many of us can sing, but few of us 
will be lyric tenors. Many of us can cook, but there are few world famous chefs. 
Many of us can write, but few of us will be famous poets. Gifts are meant to be 
used, not compared. God wants us to use whatever talent or talents we possess 
in God’s service. It does not have to be “the best” or a sublime talent as long as 
it is our talent freely given in God’s service. Make a talent inventory and, for ex-
ample, use your power of persuasion to get donations to feed the needy, or use 
your talent to teach, educating our young people. If you sing, become a member 
of the choir. If you have a compassionate ear, let those to whom no one listens 
speak to you. Use your talents in God’s service, whether in the congregation or 
in the broader setting of the presbytery, synod, nationwide or worldwide 
Church. Remember you were blessed with talents by God; return the blessing in 
full measure by sharing yourself and your talents with God and your sisters and 
brothers in Christ in gracious thanksgiving. 

Submitted by Rev. Randy Webster 



Courageous Outreach 

As a community of faith, our common life together bids us to be involved in the 
life of the community around us, which we call “Courageous Outreach.” In the 

month of November there are several events coming up that we need to be aware 
of. Please mark your calendars for all of them. They are: 

Silver Singer’s Program- Sunday, November 23 at 3 pm 

  The Silver Singers will present their autumn program in our sanctuary on Sun-
day, November 23 at 3 pm. The program is for Thanksgiving, and titled Thankful, 
Grateful, Blessed. This family-friendly event is free and open to the public. An 
afterglow follows in Fellowship Hall. Several of our members sing in this group, 
directed by our music director, Randy Webster. Plan to come and invite your 
friends! 

Community Procession of Lessons and Music for Thanksgiving- 
Tuesday, November 25 at 7 pm 

  We will sponsor a community-wide Procession of Lessons and Music for Thanks-
giving on Tuesday, November 25 at 7 pm. This “lessons and carols” format in-
cludes scripture, prayer, music, and hymn-singing. Plan to attend and bring your 
friends. A reception will follow the service. 

Lighted Christmas Parade—Saturday, November 29th at 5 pm 

We will be joining the annual community Christmas parade on Saturday, Novem-
ber 29. How can you help? 

We need donations of candy canes (the old-fashioned peppermint ones) and boxes 
of individual hot chocolate packets. There is a space on the table in the sanctuary 
for them. Please bring them by Sunday, November 23. We will place the cards on 
them after church at the Friendsgiving on Sunday, November 23, inviting the re-
cipient to come for Christmas Eve. 

We will need you to attend the parade with our “float,” to hand them out to those 
viewing the parade. A sign-up sheet is in the sanctuary. Anyone with creative ideas 
about a float design, talk to us! 



The Polish the Jewel Campaign 

  As a community of faith, we were gifted by Millie Parker Smith Eastman with 
an incredible gift in 1950 when she provided a new pipe organ for our sanctu-
ary. The church was undergoing a massive renovation-restoration which 
changed the front of our current sanctuary. The Trustees approached Mrs. East-
man about making a donation for a new pipe organ to replace the one at the 
time; instead of just giving a donation she wrote a check to fund one, under the 
stipulation that the church acquire the best instrument that was possible. The 
organ was constructed by the Aeolian-Skinner Company, and the president of 
the company, G. Donald Harrison, also the finest tonal finisher in the world, 
came to Burlington to complete the finish work on the instrument. Virgil Fox, 
the finest organ virtuoso, came to Burlington from New York City to play the in-
augural recital on the instrument. We are fortunate to have a real “Jewel” for our 
use, which the Levsen Organ Company has placed a replacement value of 
$1,102,395. In fact, the organ is irreplaceable! 

  As with anything that we own it needs to be refurbished from time to time, 
just like we need new tires or brakes on our cars or a new roof on our homes. 
Put quite simply, the organ consists of thousands of tuned whistles that sit on a 
chest, providing air into the pipes to make them sound. There are small leathers 
that let the air into each pipe. Over time those leathers become brittle and do 
not work as well as they used to, and need to be replaced. Ours are now 73 
years old, and past their “shelf life.” 

  The organ as a whole is divided into several divisions, controlled by a key-
board, which are referred to as “organs.” As of today, the Great, Choir and Pedal 
Organs have been restored, and the console and memory have all been refur-
bished. The Swell Organ is the only portion not restored. The Levsen Company, 
which takes care of our organ, has given us an updated quote of $74,059 to 
complete the re-leathering of the Swell; that figure will undoubtedly continue to 
raise as years go by. We currently have $4,937.74 in the Polish the Jewel fund 
for this work, leaving $69,121.26 left to raise. I promised myself that I would 
see the project through, leaving this great treasure in good shape for the gener-
ation who come after me. 

  How can we help? There will be ongoing fundraising projects ahead of us; 
keep tuned in. To begin with, I will present a recital on Saturday, November 22 
(the feast day of St. Cecelia, the patron saint of music in general, and of organs 
and organists specifically) at 3 pm in the sanctuary called The Colors of the Aeo-
lian-Skinner Pipe Organ. A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
come, and invite your friends and neighbors to join you. 

Randy+ 

 
Continued next page… 



The Colors of the Aeolian -Skinner Pipe Organ  

The Rev’d Randy Lee Webster, organist 

Saturday, November 22 at 3 pm 

(The Feast of St. Cecelia) 

Reception to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday chool
Youth Sunday School is held at 9:00am every Sunday morning downstairs in the 

lower level! Come learn all about Jesus with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for a Movie Party! On Sunday, November 30 in the Chapel, follow-
ing Worship service at 11:15am. Our Youth Sunday School class has been study-
ing Moses from his birth through the parting of the Red Sea. Please come join us 

in watching the movie “The Prince of Egypt.” Pizza and popcorn will be pro-
vided! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Sunday Lunch 

Sunday, November 9 following the morning service 

A Celebration of Veteran’s Day 

Come and thank our veterans for their service to country. 

A festive All-American luncheon sponsored by the Deacons. 

Lunch is free! Your generous financial gifts help to offset the cost of lunch. 

  

  

 

 

Friendsgiving 

Sunday, November 23 following morning service 

You are invited to join our family celebration of  
Thanksgiving! 

The main dishes, like turkey and dressing will be provided. You are invited to 
bring vegetables, side-dishes or desserts, just like going to Grandma’s! 

Lunch is free! Your generous financial gifts help to offset the cost of lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Yum Yums. A group of 13 church 
members and friends enjoyed good food and 
fellowship at Gator’s on Wednesday, October 
15. Those attending, chose to go to Pizza 
Ranch in Burlington, IA on Wednesday, 
November 19 @ 5:15pm. No carpool this 
month. Please note the earlier time change. If 
you have any questions, call or text Sandy 
Russell @ 319-572-6124 

November 
Birthdays 

Table for One 
Our November event will be 

held Wednesday, 11/5 @ 

5:30p.m. @ Pat Whitmore’s 

home @ 2390 Jim Kelley 

Dr. Burlington. 

2nd Sunday Luncheon 
 

Sunday, November 9, 
 following morning service! 

 
“A Celebration of Veteran’s Day” 

 
Please Join Us! 

Luncheon is free and gracious donations 
help to defray the cost and are much 

appreciated. 

C O N N E C T I O N S  



Meeting Highlights
 

Session began the process of the yearly review of membership rolls. Letters 
will be sent to 24 absent members to determine if they still want to be an 
active member. Four members were removed from the rolls. 

Boundary Training, which is required every 36 months by the Presbytery for 
current Session members, will be scheduled soon. Our policies of anti-
harassment, racism, child and youth protection, as well as vulnerable adults 
and sexual misconduct policies were reviewed by Session and accepted. 

Pastor Dick presented the call for the Annual Meeting in January as follows: 
“The Session is calling the annual congregational meeting to be held on 
Sunday, January 18, 2026 immediately following the worship service. The 
reports found in the annual report will be reviewed and approved. At this 
meeting any and all business related to the ministry and mission of the church 
can be discussed.” 

Last month’s Shepherd’s Table had a large increase, serving over 90 people, 
with more families attending. The Mission Committee met with our 
counterparts at the Congregational Church, and we decided to plan for 100 
people, so we adjusted our menus accordingly. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 6, 2025 at  
1:00 P.M. 
 
Cheryl Lotz 

Clerk of Session 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Messages from the Deacons 

 

Thanksgiving Cards 

The Deacons are asking the congregation to sign several Thanksgiving cards 
for our Special Friends, those either homebound or connected to the family of 
faith. The cards are located on a table in the rear of the congregation, and will 

be available through Sunday, November 16. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Domestic Violence Shelter 
 

Dear Friends of Domestic Violence Shelter, 
 

On behalf of the Burlington Area YMCA’s Shelter program, I want to thank you 
so very much for your thoughtful donation of $600 to the Domestic Violence 
Shelter. I really appreciate your generosity. The Shelter provides temporary 

housing with supportive services to individuals experiencing homelessness due 
to domestic violence, with the goal of interim stability and support to 

successfully move to and maintain permanent housing. The people staying at 
the shelter have needs as varied as their circumstances. We offer them a safe 

place to stay to process their trauma, warm bed, food, comfort, and security as 
well as the opportunity for them to become survivors of domestic violence. In 
2024, we provided 1,491 sheltered nights. In addition, our partnership with 

Domestic Violence Intervention Program allowed us to provide 3,111 advocacy 
services to 341 individuals. Services included civil/legal advocacy, individual 

counseling, criminal justice support and housing advocacy. 
 

Thank you again for your support to allow us to continue this important work 
and ensure that life-changing opportunities continue to be available for victims 

of domestic violence. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Gina Crabree 
Chief Executive Officer 



KNITWITS  
 

The Knitwits will meet at the church, November 5, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. 

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap 

throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one, 

companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved 

and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion 

such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer 

shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone. 

 

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

 

God’s grace be upon you: 

May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence. 

May it warm you when you are weary 

May it encourage you when you are discouraged. 

May it assure you of God’s care and comfort. 

May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others. 
  



Mission Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday 

of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. November 5 next meeting. 
 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Please check out the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for food items 
needed for our food basket giveaway! If you know someone in need, please 

give a mission member a name & information as soon as possible! We will be 
starting Sunday, November 9 and will end on Wednesday, November 19! Pick-

up or delivery will be Sunday, November 23! 
 

Thank you! 
Mission Team 

 

 

 
 

Thank You! 

Thank you to Kevin Eibes for delivery of food items to Community Action 
recently! 

 
Please remember our friends & neighbors who use services like Community 

Action. We collect items all year long for this mission! 
 

Shout out to Pat Saldeen for personally delivering bags of food from our food 
giveaway to a few regulars every month. Thank you for having a thoughtful 

heart! 



Shepherd’s Table Menu
 
Shepherd’s Table is on the last Wednesday of the month from 4:30pm-6:00pm 

hosted by First Congregational Church & First Presbyterian Church 
at 313 N. 4th St. Burlington, IA. This is a free meal. 

 
Below is the menu for November 2025 - January 2026! 

 
Red-Presbyterians 

Blue-Congregationalists 
 

 
 

November 19 
Mac & Cheese 
Green Beans 
Applesauce 

Pumpkin Bars 
 

December 17 
Chili 

Cornbread 
Vegetable Relish Tray 

Dessert 
 

January 28, 2026 
Creamed Chicken & Biscuits 

Peas & Carrots 
Cranberry Salad 
 Cookies (Large) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements!
 
 
 
 
 
 

The office will be closed on Friday, November 21 due to Wendy’s oldest son 
having his wisdom teeth taken out. 

 
Pastor Dick Johnson will be on vacation from Friday, November 9 through 
Wednesday, November 12. Rev’d Randy Lee Webster will be preaching on 

Sunday, November 9! 
 

There wil be no Bible Study on Wednesday, November 9. 
 
Second Sunday Luncheon on Sunday, November 9, following morning service. 
A Celebration of Veteran’s Day! Come and thank our Veterans for their service 

to our country! Luncheon is sponsored by the Deacons. 
 

Rev’d Randy Lee Webster will perform the Organ Recital, “Colors of the 
Aeolian-Skinner Pipe Organ” on Saturday, November 22 at 3:00pm in the 

Sanctuary! A reception will follow. This recital will be to raise fund for our 
Polish the Jewel fund. 

 
Friendsgiving in on Sunday, November 23 following morning service! You are 

invited to join our family celebration of Thanksgiving! 
 

Silver Singers will present “Thankful, Grateful, Blessed” on Sunday, November 
23 at 3:00pm in the Sanctuary! 

 
Community Procession of Lessons and Music for Thanksgiving on Tuesday, 

November 25 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. A reception will follow downstairs in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Shepherd’s Table is on Wednesday, November 19 from 4:30pm-6:00pm at the 

First Congregational Church. This meal is free and open to the public. 
 

Farmer’s Market at the Church will be on Thursday, November 20 from 
4:30pm-6:00pm. If you, or someone you know is in need of food, please send 

them down for a free bag of food. 
 

Lighted Christmas parade will be on Saturday, November 29 at 5pm. 
 



Yum-Yums will be on Wednesday, November 19 at 5:15pm at Pizza Ranch. 
Please note the earlier time change and there will be no car pool this month. 

 
Thanksgiving Baskets start on Sunday, November 9 and will end on 

Wednesday, November 19. Pick up and delivery will be on Sunday, November 
23. 

 
The office will be closed on November 27 & 28 for Thanksgiving! 

 
Sunday, November 30 is our Movie Party, hosted by Youth Sunday School, 

following Worship service at 11:15am in the Chapel. We will be showing “The 
Prince of Egypt” and pizza and popcorn will be provided. 

 
 

Live Streaming our Worship Services 

 

Can’t make it to Sunday service?  No problem!  Every Sunday service is live 
streamed on Facebook!  Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone, 
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!  

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate 
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is 
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish. 
Comments are appreciated.



November 2025 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours 
M-W-F 1:30pm-4:30pm 
T-Th 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

               
 

1 

2 All Saints Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship  

3 
 

 

4    City/School 

 
5 8:30am Bible Study 

Mission Mtg@noon 
KnitWits meets @ 10am 

 

Table 4 One meets @ 
5:30pm @ Pat 

Whitmore’s home 

6 
 

Session Meets 
@ 1pm 

 

7 
Pastor Dick 

Johnson will be 
on vacation from 
Nov. 7 – Nov. 12 

 

8 
 

9 22nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Rev. Randy Webster 
preaching 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00a.m.Worship 
2nd Sunday Luncheon 
Thanksgiving Baskets starts 

10 

 

11 
 

 

12  
No Bible Study 

  

13 
Pastor Dick 

Johnson returns 
from vacation 

14 
 

 

15 
 

16 23rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Deacon’s mtg. 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 

19     8:30 am  

Bible Study 
Yum Yums! @ Pizza 

Ranch @ 5:15pm 

Shepherd’s Table 
4:30pm-6pm 

Thanks. Baskets end 

20  
Farmer’s Market @ 

the Church  
4:30-6pm 

 
Deadline For 
Connections 

21 
 

Office Closed 
 

 
 
 

22 “The Colors of 

the Aeolian-
Skinner Pipe 
Organ” Recital @ 
3:00pm-Sanctuary 

Reception to 
follow 

23 Christ the King 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Following Worship-
Friendsgiving 
3:00pm Silver Singers 
presents “Thankful, 
Grateful, Blessed” 
Sanctuary 

24 
 
Trustees Mtg. @ 

10am 
 

25 
7:00pm – 
Sanctuary 

Community Hymn 
Festival for 

Thanksgiving 

26 
8:30am Bible Study 

 
 

27 28  29 
Fellowship Hall 

reserved for private 
family gathering 

9am – 3pm 
 

Lighted Holiday 
Parade @ 5:00pm 

30 First Sunday of 

Advent 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Thanksgiving 
Baskets pickup and 

delivery on Sun. 
Nov. 23 

Movie Party in the 
Chapel following 
Worship on Sun. 

Nov. 30 

    



 


