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Pastor’s Thoughts
In his book, “Kingdom, Power and Glory,” author Tim Alberta makes a 

provocative statement. He says, “The public hasn’t turned against Christians 
because they act better than the rest of the world. The public has turned against 
Christians because they act worse.” When I read this, I was horribly offended. It 
was a punch in the gut. I felt insulted and angry at his accusation. I quit reading 
the book for a while, but his words haunted me. I assumed he’d had a bad 
experience with some church and he painted all churches with the same broad 
brush. But then I started asking people who weren’t going to church how they 
heard this statement. Knowing who I was and what I did, I asked them to be 
forthright and honest in their response. Overwhelmingly, people agreed with 
him.   

 They told me they were turned off with Christians because of what they 
called “double standards.” Folks in the church harshly judged or ignored 
persons for the speck in their eye, all the while minimizing or justifying the log 
that was in their own. There were complaints of people who claimed to love 
Jesus but that love did not extend to people different than themselves. 
Ultimately, they left the church and gave up on the church because the fight to 
“get in” and “fit in” wasn’t worth it. Some of these complaints go back a couple 
of generations and they presumed in subsequent generations, things (people) 
really had not changed. As a result, some of these folks have never been in 
church for quite some time. 

 Today, we’re regrettably paying for the sins of previous generations.  
Whatever good intentions may have driven their actions and attitudes, we’re 
fighting an uphill battle to tell a new story and have the opportunity to change 
people’s minds. While the Christian church is shrinking in size, as well as 
influence, there is little evidence to suggest Christians are any different.  
Outsiders hear the minority of voices that perpetuate the old and do not hear or 
see the majority who are seeking to do new things. There is a need for the 
majority to become more obvious in our demonstration of the faith and express 
our conviction of Christ’s desire to bring all people into a saving relationship 
with him. 



  
The time has come to turn the page on the past and aggressively show the 

unbelieving world that we don’t just care about them, but want desperately to 
be in fellowship with them. We all need to be more intentional in living what we 
believe and fulfill the commandments of our Lord – love our Lord and genuinely 
love our neighbors with the same passion we love ourselves. People aren’t going 
to change because we wish it, but because those who have been hurt or pushed 
out of the church by their perceived double standards see and experience 
something real in our love for Jesus and see it translated in a genuine love from 
believers. I can only hope we have not run out of time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October Sermon

It has long been said, the more things change, the more they stay the same.  
During October, the messages on Sundays will lift up the many ways the 
disciples Jesus called, were just like you and me: imperfect. Throughout the 
gospels, we see them misunderstand Jesus, vie for power and position, doubt, 
fear and fall short of fulfilling his commandments. You would expect Jesus to 
wring his hands, pull out his hair and look for replacements, he chose to 
empower them and send them out into the world to establish the church and 
build his kingdom. 

This is great news for us, because Jesus isn’t done using imperfect disciples!  
Even though we get caught talking out of two sides of our mouths and we fail at 
serving others as he would have served them, he still wants to use us to spread 
his message and build his church today. 
  
Sunday, October 4th   World Communion Sunday In Sanctuary 
   Text:  Exodus 17:1-7 
     John 4:4-26 
   Title: “An Unlikely Messenger” 
   Video: “Like Clay” 
 
Sunday, October 11th  Service in Chapel 
   Text:  Isaiah 53:4-12 
      Mark 10:35-45 
   Title:  “Priorities” 
   Video: ”Baggage” 
 
Sunday, October 18th  Service in Chapel 
   Text:  Psalm 66:1-10 
      Galatians 6:1-10 
   Title:  “I’m Only Human” 
   Video: “Boring Testimonies” 
 
Sunday, October 25th  Service in Chapel 
   Text:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
     Mark 1:14-20  
   Title: “In Over My Head” 
   Video: “The Prodigal” 

 
Our goal every Sunday is to provide meaningful, relevant worship 

experiences. So, if you are intrigued by the texts, titles or videos, make sure you 
are here to be inspired, challenged, comforted and encouraged to affirm your 
faith in Jesus as your Lord and Savior and act on his call to be his disciples.   

 



An update on the Polish the Jewel Campaign 

 

  We have received the new quote to finish the restoration work on the Ae-
olian-Skinner pipe organ in our sanctuary, which is $89,599. The organ has 
a current value of $1,402,476 as of 9/23/2026. We currently have 
$9,698.59   in the fund, leaving $79,900.41 yet to raise. 
 

  There is a scheduled fundraising event for this project later this month. 
We hope you will consider helping with the Autumn Smorgasbord on Fri-
day, October 23. There is a copy of the flyer on a separate page with more 
details. 
 

  The organ was installed in 1952 as a gift from Millie Parker Smith East-
man as a memorial to her parents, and is, quite possibly, the finest pipe 
organ in much of eastern Iowa. As with anything, like tires on a car or a 
roof on our house, the organ needs some periodic maintenance. The resto-
ration project has been in place for about twenty years now, and we have 
restored much of it. The organ is actually a combination of four “organs” --
- the Great Swell, Choir and Pedal organs and the console; only the Swell 
organ is left to complete. The “Polish the Jewel Campaign” was started sev-
eral years ago to finish this work up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Courageous Outreach
The Christian Vocation is to bring all people into a relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ, and is our greatest calling. As a community of faith, our common 
life together bids us to be involved in the life of the community around us, which 

we call “Courageous Outreach.” There are several events coming up that we need 
to be aware of. Please mark your calendars for all of them. 

 

Burlington Pride on the Riverfront Events, October 3 and 4 

 

Parade and Meet-and-Greet, Saturday at 10 am 

 

After Pride Brunch, Sunday, October 4 at 11:30 am 

 

The annual Pride Parade on Jefferson Street will begin on Saturday, October 3 at 
10 am on Jefferson Street. We will have a booth following the parade on the mall. 
Can you help hand out packets with our float in the parade? On Sunday we will 
welcome people for brunch in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 am. Please stay and wel-

come our guests! 
 

Organ Crawl, Sunday, October 4 

 

The new organ in Edward’s Chapel will be included on this year’s Organ Crawl, 
which begins at 2 pm at First Congregational Church, moves to First Methodist 

Church, and concludes in Edward’s Chapel, where Randy Webster will play an or-
gan concerto with a small orchestra. A dessert reception follows in Fellowship 

Hall. Could you help be a host for that? 

 

Blessings and Biscuits, Monday, October 5, 5-6 pm 

 

Pet blessings and gifts of biscuits for both pets and their humans. Invite your 
friends and neighbors to bring pets for a blessing in Edward’s Chapel. 

 

Autumn Smorgasbord, Friday, October 23, 5-7 pm 

 

An autumn smorgasbord will be offered to raise funds for the restoration of the 
Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ in our sanctuary. The meal is free, with donations ac-

cepted. Only 100 seats are available; invite friends and neighbors to attend! 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Burlington Pride on the Riverfront

Burlington Pride on the Riverfront Events, October 3 and 4 

 

Parade and Meet-and-Greet, Saturday at 10 am 

 

After Pride Brunch, Sunday, October 4 at 11:30 am 

 

The annual Pride Parade on Jefferson Street will begin on Saturday, October 3 
at 10 am on Jefferson Street. We will have a booth following the parade on the 
mall. Can you help hand out packets with our float in the parade? Can you help 
to staff the booth and invite people to attend our services? 

 

On Sunday we will welcome people for brunch in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 am. 
Please stay and welcome our guests and eat and converse with them! They are 
looking forward to building bridges between groups that have historically been 
at odds with each other. 
 
 
 
 

 

Future Save-the-Dates! 
 

This year we will be offering two special dinners for those in our congrega-
tions that would like to join. The dinners will be free and open to everyone. All 
you’ll need to do is to contact the church office and put your name on the reser-
vation list. They are: 
 

Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26 at 12 noon 

 

Christmas Day, Friday, December 25 at 12 noon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Sunday Luncheon 
 

Sunday, October 11, following the morning service 

 
“Autumn Returns to Iowa” 

 

 
The luncheon is offered in Fellowship Hall following the morning worship service. 
We hope that everyone will stay for the meal, which is free. Your gracious finan-

cial gifts help to cover the costs of the luncheon. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank You! 
Dear friends at First Presbyterian Church, 
 

  On behalf of the Burlington Chapter Board of the Southeast Iowa Symphony, we want to 
thank you for graciously opening your kitchen to us as we prepared for the annual dinner preced-
ing the Pops Concert on September 20th. Your graciousness allowed us to present one of our most 
successful events, which allows us to continue presenting live music here in Burlington and south-
east Iowa. Your kindness will long be remembered. 
 

Warmly, Randy Lee Webster 
 

PS—the musicians are eagerly awaiting the regular meal at the church preceding the first Master-
works concert on Saturday, October 10! 

 

 

 



Farmer’s Market Thanks Yous 

 

The season of Farmer’s Markets are now over for the year. We need to thank 
those who invested their time in this new Courageous Outreach to the commu-
nity. We handed out hundreds of bottles of water, small crosses, brochures 
about our congregation, and offered prayers for those requesting them. We es-
pecially want to thank those for whom this project was a regular pledge of time 
and talent on behalf of the congregation. Hopefully many more will join with us 
next summer. 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Randy 
 
Dear friends, 
 

  Recently someone inquired on Facebook about how I frequently sign my 
name, and I’d like to clear up any misunderstanding. Frequently when I sign my 
name it has a small cross following it: Randy+; it’s a part of who I am. In the 
Episcopal tradition that simply signifies that I was ordained a priest; if it were 
before my name, it would signify that I have been ordained a bishop. In no way 
does it signify anything about sexuality. In the same way my formal title is (The 
Rev’d) Randy Lee Webster. Blessings! 
 

Randy+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Organ Crawl, Sunday, October 4 
 

Once again, the Burlington Organist Network will offer an Organ Crawl. The 
organ crawl continues a tradition begun over a decade ago, to encourage folk to 
consider studying the pipe organ. The tour of three pipe organs at First Congre-
gational Church (where the program begins at 2 pm), First Methodist Church, 
and finally the newly installed pipe organ in Edward’s Chapel at First Presbyter-
ian Church where our organist will present an organ concerto with several musi-
cians. Refreshments will follow in Fellowship Hall. We hope many of you will 
wish to join the tour and welcome people to our building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
You are invited to attend an 

Autumn Smorgasbord 

Friday, October 23 

5-7 pm 
First Presbyterian Church 

321 N. 5th Street, Burlington 
The smorgasbord is free. 

There are only about 100 available chairs. 
To reserve one, please call the church office at 319-752-6626. 

Your gracious donations to the 
Polish the Jewel Campaign are welcomed. 

The Polish the Jewel Campaign will finish the restoration of the 
Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ in the sanctuary. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Sunday School 
Every Sunday, the youth will meet downstairs at 9:00am for Sunday School     

activities! Come have fun with us and learn all about Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Education 

Adult Education meets Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the Rainbow Room! Come 
join us! Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Yum Yums. A group of 11 church 
members and friends enjoyed good food and 
fellowship at The Yarmouth Filling Station in 
Yarmouth, IA on Wednesday, September 16! 
Those who were present chose to go to The 
Drake in Burlington, IA on Wednesday, 
October 21 @ 5:15pm. No carpool this month! 
If you have any questions, call or text Sandy 
Russell @ 319-572-6124. 

October 
Birthdays 

01 – Carol Brotherson 
02 – Allie & Ashley Brink 
06 – Debbie Bell 
08 – Kelsey Dameron 
08 – Pastor Dick Johnson 
14 – Javier Garcia 
16 – Ann Comiskey 
16 – Rocky Dameron 
16 – Eva Ann Elmer 
17 – Lynda Murray 
18 – Cathy Brink 
21 – Carey King 
29 – Jim Erickson 
 

Table for One 
Our October event will be 

held Wednesday, 10/7 @ 

5:30p.m. @ Doyle Ruble’s 

home @ 1245 Messiah Dr. 

Burlington, IA 

2nd Sunday Luncheon 
 

Sunday, October 11, 
 following morning service! 

 
“Autumn Returns to Iowa” 

 
Please Join Us! 

Luncheon is free and gracious donations 
help to defray the cost and are much 

appreciated. 



Meeting Highlights
 

Thursday, September 24 will be the final Farmer’s Market, and has been a 
successful venture. We are planning to participate again next year.  

On Sunday, September 6 Brandi Saldeen and her son Miles were baptized. 
We also received new members Brandi Saldeen, Tyler Woodworth and Allie 
Brink.  

The Holiday schedule was discussed. We are planning to serve a 
Thanksgiving dinner on Thanksgiving Day and a Christmas dinner on 
Christmas Day both at noon for church members who wish to attend. Our 
Christmas Eve service will be at 5 PM.  

The shuttle service will be permanent and we have purchased a 4-seat golf 
cart to use. An aluminum shed has been ordered to house the golf cart and 
will be installed on the parking space behind the church.  

Replacement of the bad sections of the sidewalk are scheduled to 
commence the second week of September.   

We served 30 individuals and 11 families, including 4 new ones in August’s 
food giveaway. The Shepherd’s Table dinner served 81 meals in August.  
The next Session meeting is Thursday, October 1, 2026 at 1 P.M. 
 
Cheryl Lotz  

Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thank You from Christine Dwight! 
 

I want to thank all those at 1st Presbyterian Church for letting me 
clean your church. Thank you for the Dedication service, the meal, 

cake, and money gift card. That was the best job I ever had. 
 

Christine Dwight 

 



KNITWITS 

The Knitwits will meet at the church, October 7, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. 

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap 

throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one, 

companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved 

and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion 

such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer 

shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone. 

 

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

 

God’s grace be upon you: 

May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence. 

May it warm you when you are weary 

May it encourage you when you are discouraged. 

May it assure you of God’s care and comfort. 

May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others. 
 



Mission Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday 

of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. We will meet next on October 7. 

 

Food Donations for Community Action 
 

Please remember that we collect food all year long for Community Action! The 
barrel is in the fellowship hall! 

 
Thank you, 

The Mission Team 
 

 
 
 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to Janet Calvin for your continuous monetary donations for the 
Treasure Chest! We appreciate you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shepherd’s Table Menu
Shepherd’s Table is on the last Wednesday of the month from 4:30pm-6:00pm 

hosted by First Congregational Church & First Presbyterian Church 
at 313 N. 4th St. Burlington, IA. This is a free meal. 

Below is the menu for October 2026 – January 2027! 
 

Red-Presbyterians 
Blue-Congregationalists 

 
October 28 

Egg Casserole with Ham 
Fruit 

Muffins 
 

November – TBD 
 
 

December 30 
Chili with Peanut Butter Sandwiches 

Veggie Tray 
Corn Bread 

Cookies 
 

January 27 
Macaroni & Cheese Casserole 

Applesauce 
Green Beans 

Dessert 

 

 

 

 



Announcements!
 
 

 
 

Pride on the Riverfront Parade is happening on Saturday, October 3 at 10:00am 
on Jefferson St.! We will be participating in the parade and will have a booth to 

hand out church information. 
 

After Pride Brunch on Sunday, October 4 @ 11:30am. We will welcome people 
for brunch in Fellowship Hall. Please stay and welcome our guests and eat and 

converse with them! They are looking forward to building bridges between 
groups that have historically been at odds with each other. 

 
The 11th Annual Organ Crawl will take place on Sunday, October 4 @ 2:00pm, 

starting at First Congregational Church, then moving to First United Methodist 
Church, and finally to First Presbyterian Church where desserts will also be 

served. 
 

Bring in your pet for a blessing! “Blessing and a Biscuit” will take place on 
Monday, October 5 from 5:00pm – 6:00pm in the Chapel. Free pet blessings 

with a biscuit for both pets and humans! 
 

Second Sunday Luncheon will be on Sunday, October 11, following Worship. 
The theme this month is “Autumn Returns to Iowa”. 

 
Farmer’s Market at the Church will be on Thursday, October 15 from 4:30pm – 
6:00pm. If you or someone you know is struggling and in need of food. Please 

stop down and get a free bag of food! 
 

Yum Yums will meet on Wednesday, October 21 @ The Drake in downtown 
Burlington @ 5:15pm. There will be no carpool this month. 

 
The office will be closed in the afternoon on Wednesday, October 21. This is 

due to Wendy’s boys both having appointments that afternoon. 
 

Shepherd’s Table will take place on Wednesday, October 28 @ First 
Congregational Church from 4:30pm – 6:00pm! This is a free meal and open to 

the public! This month on the Menu: Egg Casserole with Ham, Fruit, and 
Muffins! 



Live Streaming our Worship Services 

 

Can’t make it to Sunday service? No problem! Every Sunday service is live 
streamed on Facebook! Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone, 
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!  

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate 
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is 
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish. 
Comments are appreciated.



October 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours 

M-W-F 1:30pm-4:30pm 
T-Th 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
 

 
 

  1 
Session mtg 
@ 1:00pm 

 

2  

  

 

3 
Pride on the 

Riverfront Parade 
@ 10:00am on 
Jefferson St. 

4 15th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
After Pride Brunch @ 
11:30am 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship  
11th Annual Organ Crawl 
@ 2:00pm @ 1st 
Congregational Church 

5 
Pet Blessing 
“Blessing & 

Biscuits” in the 
Chapel 

5:00pm – 6:00pm 

6   
 

7 8:30am Bible Study 

KnitWits meets @ 10am 

Mission Mtg. @ Noon 

Table 4 One meets @ 
5:30pm @ Doyle Ruble’s 

home 

 

8  
 

 

9   
 

10  
 

11 16th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
2nd Sunday Luncheon 
 

12 
 

 

13 14  
8:30am Bible Study 

 
 

15  
 

Farmer’s Market @ 
the Church 

4:30pm-6pm 

16 
 

 

17 
 

18 17th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Deacon’s mtg. 
 

19 
 

20 
 

Deadline For 

Connections 

21  
8:30am Bible Study 

Yum Yums! @ The 
Drake @ 5:15pm; No 
carpool this month 

 
Church office closed 

this afternoon. 

22   
 

23 
Autumn 

Smorgasbord 
Fundraiser for 

Polish the Jewel 
5:00pm-7:00pm 

24 

 
 
 

25 18th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 
Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

26  
Trustee’s mtg. 

@ 10:00am 
 

27 
 

28 
8:30am Bible Study 

 
Shepherd’s Table 

4:30pm-6pm 

29 30 
 

 

31 

 


