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Pastor’s Thoughts
This is the time of year when high school, college and professional football 

teams are undergoing two-a-day practices in preparation for their seasons to 
begin in just a few weeks. There is not a player or coach on any of these teams 
who does not believe they are winners and have great expectations for their 
seasons. Some even have ideas that they are not just winners but champions. It 
won’t take many weeks into their season, however, when reality will creep in 
and either affirm those ideas or be the cause to think like the famous Cubs 
player, Ernie Banks, “wait ‘til next year.” 

I have spent a great deal of time this year focused on being courageous in 
outreach; of ratcheting up our efforts personally and collectively to share our 
faith and grow the church through sharing faith stories. Some of you by this 
time in the year think of me as a broken record or a Johnny One Note and 
would prefer I move on to something else. I’m sure, because I have heard it, that 
there are those who wonder why I’m trying because it all seems to be a lost 
cause. You may have even thought, look at the decline in membership over the 
last decade and the weekly attendance in worship. Not exciting numbers that 
indicates a “winning future.” 

That is where I will passionately disagree. I am not just a placeholder pastor 
just waiting to turn out the lights, lock the doors and return to a comfortable 
retirement. I did some research about winners and winning. A winner is defined 
not by perfection or luck, but by resilience, determination, and the consistent 
effort to overcome challenges and achieve meaningful goals. That is who I see 
myself as and who I believe we as a congregation are. We just haven’t yet 
realized and taken ownership of that identity. There have been numerous eyes 
rolled and giggles muffled when I have shared with you that I see the church 
becoming a sexy church with a sassy attitude. But I am very serious on this, but 
to become that, the church requires work we have never attempted. It also 
requires a willingness to believe it is possible. 

 



Let me return to the definition of a winner: “A winner is defined not by 
perfection or luck, but by resilience, determination, and the consistent effort to 
overcome challenges and achieve meaningful goals.” Let me lay out the key 
qualities of a winner. Let’s start with Resilience and Perseverance: Winners 
face setbacks and failures but continue to push forward. They view obstacles as 
opportunities to grow and learn, understanding that enduring hardships builds 
character and stamina. Then there is having a Clear Vision and Purpose: 
Winners maintain a strong sense of direction. They “begin with the end in 
mind,” keeping their goals and purpose at the forefront, which sustains 
motivation even during difficult phases of their journey. Adding to this is Self-
Discipline and Commitment: Winners consistently put in effort, stay focused, 
and avoid distractions. They do not rely on luck or external motivation but 
cultivate habits that support long-term success.   

Significant as well is Adaptability and Learning from Failure: True winners 
embrace failure as a stepping stone. They analyze mistakes, adjust strategies, 
and continue progressing, understanding that setbacks are part of the path to 
achievement. Another ingredient in this recipe is Self-Esteem and Emotional 
Health: A strong sense of self-worth and confidence allows winners to navigate 
challenges without being derailed by doubt or negativity. They actively develop 
and maintain a positive self-image through goal-setting and personal growth.  
Next to last in this formula is Goal Setting and Milestones: Winners break down 
long-term objectives into smaller, achievable milestones. Celebrating 
incremental successes helps maintain momentum and enthusiasm throughout 
the journey. Last but not least is Accountability and Responsibility: Winners 
take ownership of their actions and outcomes. They avoid making excuses and 
focus on what they can control to drive progress.   

Underscoring all of this for us is Seeking to discern the Will of God. I don’t 
believe, that in the realm of the church, we stumble into success or are lucky, or 
that you’re in the right place at the right time. God has a purpose for us 
corporately and individually and we need to get serious about honoring and 
respecting that purpose by embracing a mindset and attitude that is open to 
whatever God designs. It means be open to the ways God works in and for us 
through the Holy Spirit. God is not done with us yet. If anything, God is saying 
to us, “You have been faithful with a little, now I am going to give you much.”   
I am sharing all of this with you because I’m not giving up or going away. At my 
age, God hasn’t finished with me any more than God is finished with this 
church. I really like the idea of becoming a sexy church with a sassy attitude.  
This is a challenge to everyone who has some fire in their spiritual belly. 

 

 

Continued... 

 



Father God, please give us Your heart for the lost. Break our hearts for 
those in our community, our workplaces, and our own families who are 
living without the hope and peace that only You can give. Forgive us for the 
times we have been too busy, too comfortable, or too afraid to share the 
good news. Stir within us a holy urgency to be Your witnesses. Open our 
eyes to see the people You have placed in our path each day. Give us the 
right words to say, filled with both truth and grace, and the courage to 
speak them boldly. Let our lives be a reflection of Your goodness and love. 
Lord, we pray that our church would not be a comfortable club for 
ourselves, but a rescue station for the spiritually seeking and broken. Fill 
our pews with new faces and our hearts with joy as we see people come to 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

The Lord be with you, my Friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September Sermon

Our hymnbook has over 600 songs in it. Of those, there may be 100 which we 
have sung and even fewer we know and like. For most congregations there are 
about 60 to 80 tried and true hymns that are regularly sung. There is one such 
hymn which will be the focus of the sermons for September. That hymn is the 
grand old favorite, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.”   

This grand old hymn was written by John Fawcett who was born on January 
6, 1740, into a poor family in Yorkshire, England. The theme of this song is the 
fellowship of Christian believers. It tells the story of being committed to one 
another so that our faith community provides those around us with a glimpse 
of heaven— “the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.” The lyrics 
tell the story of how Christ binds the hearts of believers in a way that previews 
glory, in bonds deeper than other friendships. We pray together. We pray for 
one another. And our prayers and aims are centered on a common, united goal. 
We care so deeply for one another that we bear each other’s burdens. When one 
of us hurts, we all hurt. When we are separated from each other, either on earth 
or by death, we have the hope of reunification either in this life or the next. This 
hope keeps the bonds between us unbroken. 

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” is a sweet hymn with an even sweeter story, 
especially meaningful to smaller, more modest congregations. It is a favorite for 
many because of its message of the bonds of Christian community. Six brief 
verses describe hearts bound in Christian love, deep fellowship, shared burdens 
and prayers, painful separations, and the blessed hope of reunification that 
lasts throughout eternity. There would be those who would defer from using 
this hymn, complaining it is too simple, emotional and old.   

The inspiration of this hymn was its author’s life. John Fawcett was orphaned 
by the age of twelve. He was reportedly apprenticed to a tailor and became a 
Christian at age 16 after hearing the preaching of George Whitfield. Fawcett 
then responded to his own call to preach. In 1765, he became pastor of a poor 
congregation in Wainsgate, Yorkshire. After just seven years, Fawcett was 
invited to become the pastor of a larger, wealthier, more influential 
congregation in London. He accepted the call but on the day of his departure, 
with his farewell sermon preached and all his family’s belongings packed and 
ready to go, the congregation pleaded with Fawcett to reconsider and remain 
their pastor. He apparently wrote this hymn to commemorate his choice to turn 
down prestige and profit and remain bound to the poorer, humbler flock in 
Wainsgate. He served as their preacher for the remainder of his days.  

The sermons for the month will revolve around unity, fellowship and closing. 
I hope you will be present to share in the blessing of that which binds us 
together. 
 

https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/birthdays/01-06.html
https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/birthdays/01-06.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/in-praise-of-small-churches-11626594.html


 
Sunday, September 6th Lord’s Supper/Reception of Members 

  Texts:  Hosea 11:1-4     Service in the Chapel 
       I Corinthians 12:21-27 
    Title:  “Always Space for One More” 
  Video:  “Stay Dusty” 

 
Sunday, September 13th Homecoming Sunday        Service in the Sanctuary 
   Texts:  Philippians 2:1-11 
       Romans 12:9-21 
    Title:  “It’s Not About Me” 
  Video:  “The Way” 
 
Sunday, September 20th  Service in Chapel 
   Texts:  Isaiah 43:16-21 
       Philippians 3:12-21 
    Title:  “It’s Not What’s Behind But What’s Ahead” 
  Video:  “What Love Actually Looks Like” 
 
Sunday, September 27th Service in Chapel 
   Texts:  Isaiah 40:28-31 
       Romans 5:1-8 
    Title:  “ Hope Keeps the Bonds Between Us Unbroken” 
  Video:  “Only God Can Do That” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Climb Aboard! 

It has been a long season of construction on the streets around the church. It 
began last Fall and is hopefully reaching a conclusion. Then, all of Washington 
Street will be open. When all that began, we started encouraging people coming 
to church to use the city parking lot west of the church. The parking lot is flat.  
And to encourage that, we started a shuttle service from the lot to the door 
using a golf cart.   

No matter how spectacular Washington Street is made, it will not affect the 
Fifth Street hill. So, after the “Street Closed” signs come down and traffic flows 
freely east and west on Washington Street, we will still be providing shuttle 
service between that parking lot and the front door of the church. But instead of 
using a 2-seat golf cart, we will be using a 4-seat golf cart, which will be stored 
in a small building behind the church. We have upgraded the golf cart so as to 
transport everyone who may be in a car. The shuttle will pick you up at your car 
and deliver you back when you are ready to leave the church. This may prove to 
be tremendously helpful and safe when the weather turns cold and snowy. If 
you feel guilty or conspicuous riding to church on a golf cart, we will give you a 
golf club to hold. We want no one to stay away from worship or church 
activities because of challenging parking or feeling unsafe. Before the weather  
changes, park your car in the lot and try out the golf cart. It is fun. 

 
 
 
 

Good-bye Christine, Hello Tyler 

On Friday, August 28th Christine Dwight mopped her last floor for the church. 
Christine has decided to retire as our janitor after 23 years. On Sunday, August 
30th, we celebrated her service with us during worship and had her as our guest 
of honor at a dinner following.   

Christine has spent the past two months training our new janitor/ 
maintenance person. As of September 1st, Tyler Woodworth will take over all 
responsibilities of caring for the church. His hours will be much the same as 
Christine’s.   

Thank you, Christine, for 23 years of caring for God’s house. Well done +, 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little, now you will have 
much. And to Tyler, we say welcome! May you enjoy the opportunity and 
helping to provide us all a space of joy and comfort in which to worship the 
Lord and do the work we have been called to do.   
 
 
 



Reflections
Thinking of last things… 

Dear friends, 

Early in the morning on Saturday, August 15, my mother passed from this life to the 
next. Through her last illness, death and the days since then I have traveled through the 
valley of the shadow of death. Through that time a verse of scripture from the 23rd Psalm 
that I learned in childhood has kept me grounded: Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 

I want to begin by thanking all of the people who helped me and our family get through 
the memorial Eucharist: 

to Pastor Dick, both for his pastoral care of me and for his preaching that day, 

to those who have been careful to let us know that you were thinking of us and those 
who have made contributions to mother’s memorial fund, 

and to those who helped with the lunch that preceded it, those who brought food, and 
those who helped to prepare for and clean up after it, especially the Deacons, led by 
Susan Hoisington. 

Your kindness will always be remembered. 

That being said I want to offer two pieces of advice. 

First, if you haven’t already, have you thought about your own memorial service? 
Please do so. Most of us think that we’ll do it some other time—we don’t need to deal 
with that now. Life can change in a heartbeat, literally. Write down passages of scripture 
and hymns that you would like to use and articulate those to your clergy. Please don’t 
make passing comments, perhaps in coffee hour, and assume that we will remember 
when the time comes because we probably won’t. 

Secondly, have you made a will so that you can make choices rather than the courts 
when you have passed? And have you made the choice to include the church in a final 
offering, being a good steward of your assets? Like the first thought, too many think we’ll 
do it sometime later, putting this off sometimes a day too late. 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 

Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though they die. And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever. 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. I myself shall see, 
and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger. 

For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when he dies. For if 
we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord. So, then, whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord's possession. 

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest 
from their labors. 

Blessings! 
Randy+ 



Save the Date! 

 
It has finally arrived! 

Saturday, September 12 and Sunday, September 13 

(The weekend after Labor Day) 

The First (Hopefully Annual) Family Reunion Homecoming 

Did you grow up here or spend part of your life at First Presbyterian Church? 
Please plan to return for a fun-filled weekend with a Festive Service on Sunday 

morning at 10. Please let your children, your siblings, and former members 
know so that they can attend. 

Saturday, September 12: Social time with dinner at 5 pm until… The Iowa-Iowa 
State football game will be shown at 6:30 on the big screen in the chapel for 

those wishing to view it! 

Sunday, September 13: Choir practice at 9 am. Festive service at 10 am. Dinner 
to follow. 

If you wish to attend, please let the office know so that food can be prepared. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Courageous Outreach
The Christian Vocation is to bring all people into a relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ, and is our greatest calling. As a community of faith, our 
common life together bids us to be involved in the life of the community around 
us, which we call “Courageous Outreach.” There are several events coming up 
that we need to be aware of. Please mark your calendars for all of them. 

Community Farmers Market every Thursday from 4:30-7 
pm 

We will have a booth on Jefferson Street to bring the news of our family of 
faith to the world. We need your help. Could you spare an hour once in a while 
to help with this Courageous Outreach? A sign-up sheet is on the table outside 
the chapel doors. Every week we need about 120 bottles of water to give away. 
You are encouraged to donate them; packages of 15 small bottles can be pur-
chased at Walmart for about $2.15. 

Community Vespers: 

Friday, September 11 at 7 p.m. 

A Public Service commemorating the twenty-fifth  
anniversary of the events of 9-11 

Please invite your friends to a service in the chapel remembering the events of  
9-11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Memoria 

Remembering two sisters in faith 

Mary Ann "Poppie" Daedlow 

July 3, 1951-- July 30, 2026 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your servant Mary, 
and grant her an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of your saints; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Shirley Lea Ralston Webster 

May 18, 1934—August 15, 2026 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister Shirley. We thank you for 
giving her to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our earthly pil-
grimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the 
gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by 
your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior. Amen. 

 

 
 

Celebration of Sacraments! 

On Sunday, September 6, Brandi and Miles Saldeen will receive the sacrament 
of baptism, and Brandi Saldeen and Tyler Woodworth will be received into the 
household of God. Following the morning service, a festive coffee hour will fol-
low. Holy Communion will be served. Of note: this is a very rare day in our life 
and all three parts of Reformed worship happen in the same service—the 
preaching of the Word, and both Sacraments will be celebrated. Even though it 
is Labor Day weekend, please make every effort to attend and support these in-
dividuals in their walk of faith. 

 

 



Youth Sunday School 
Youth Sunday School will be starting back up on Rally Day, Sunday, September 
13! Every Sunday, the youth will meet downstairs at 9:00am for Sunday School 

activities! Come have fun with us and learn all about Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Education 

Adult Education meets Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the Rainbow Room! Come 
join us! Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Yum Yums. A group of 14 church 
members and friends enjoyed good food and 
fellowship at The Pink in Lomax, IL on 
Wednesday, August 19! Those who were 
present chose to go to The Yarmouth Filling 
Station in Yarmouth, IA on Wednesday, 
September 16 @ 5:15pm. We will meet at 
4:45pm in the parking lot of Fareway to 
carpool. If you have any questions, call or text 
Sandy Russell @ 319-572-6124. 

September 
Birthdays 

1 – Bob Bowen 
2 – Debbie Opiekun 
3 – Jim French 
6 – Marilyn Leight 
21 – Alexis Comiskey 

 

Table for One 
Our July event will be held 

Wednesday, 9/2 @ 5:30p.m. 

@ Sue Gilchrist’s home @ 

2601 Cliff Rd. Burlington, 

IA. 

2nd Sunday Luncheon 
 

Sunday, September 6, 
 following morning service! 

 
“The First Family Reunion Homecoming” 

 
Please Join Us! 

Luncheon is free and gracious donations 
help to defray the cost and are much 

appreciated. 



Meeting Highlights
 
 

A short meeting of the Session was held at 1 PM on Thursday, August 6, 
2026. The main purpose of this meeting was to discuss an offer we have 
received on the Mason Road property. A state representative from the 
northern part of the state who works for a housing development company has 
made an offer for the property. After several counter-offers, Doyle Ruble 
verbally accepted his offer. The Trustees recommended that we accept this 
offer, and after discussion, the Session voted to accept this offer. There will be 
a Congregational meeting after worship on Sunday, August 23 to discuss this 
offer and vote on it.  

Work in the parlor is finished and the new curtains are up. They are working 
on the plaster in the women’s restroom, all the old plaster is removed and they 
are waiting for the rest to dry out so they can finish.  

 
Cheryl Lotz 

Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Messages from the Deacons 
 

 
New Hospital Protocol 

 

Due to recent changes in software used by Southeastern Iowa Regional Medical 
Center, they no longer will be able to disclose if a church member is in the 

hospital. If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit 
from a Deacon, please contact the church office at 319-752-6626. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thank You from The Family of Dr. James Hugg 

 
Dear Friday Morning Coffee Group, 
 
Thank you so much for your generous donation to 

Jim’s Memorial. 
You were all such an important part of Jim’s 

weekly schedule. You really made him feel special. 
We know he will be missed. 

 
From, 

The Family of Dr. James Hugg 
 

 
 

A Thank You from Burlington Fire Department 
 

On behalf of our entire Burlington Fire 
membership, Thank You, for serving our crews 
lunch! We certainly appreciate your support! It 

was delicious! 
 

Fire Chief, Nathan Toops 

Kevin & Libby Eibes competed in 
the Arkansas Senior Olympics, 60-
64yr old division of mixed doubles 
Pickleball! They won 1st place and a 

gold medal! Congratulations! 

Our Custodian, Christine Dwight 
retired at the end of August! She has 
been our Custodian for 23 years! On 

Sunday, August 30, we had a 
retirement party for Christine, 

following Worship service! Good food 
and fellowship were had, and of 

course, cake! Thank you for your many 
years of service, Christine! Enjoy your 

retirement! 



Des Moines County Fair 
During the week of July 28 – August 2, Des Moines County 4-H/FFA kids 

gathered to show their projects and animals they worked hard on all year to 
gear up for the Des Moines County Fair week! Here are some photos from our 

own congregation’s (and secretary’s) 4-H/FFA kids/grandkids at the Des 
Moines County Fair! 

 
First up is Sam & Brooke Sattler! They both showed chickens in the Poultry 
Show and had a few exhibit projects, shown below! Great job Sam & Brooke! 

(Photos submitted by Sue Sattler & Kelli Sattler) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Des Moines County Fair, Continued 
Next up is the Nalley kids, Lily and Henry! Lily competed and won the title of 

this year’s Des Moines County Fair Queen! She also competed at the Iowa State 
Fair for Queen as well. Lily and Henry both showed goats at the County Fair 
this year and Lily showed her Dairy goat at the Iowa State Fair! Henry also 

showed his chicken in the Poultry Show! Great job, Nalley kids! 
(Photos submitted by Jill Nalley) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Des Moines County Fair, Continued 
Last, but not least, is our Secretary, Wendy’s oldest son, Dominick! This was 

Dominick’s final year showing at the Des Moines County Fair, as he graduated 
High School in May! He showed 5 photography projects and his rabbit, Carmel, 

whom he showed in the Rabbit Show! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Walk to Emmaus Weekend 
 

Would you be interested in attending a Walk to Emmaus weekend – based 
on Luke 24: 13-35 

The Walk to Emmaus weekend is a 72-hour short course in Christianity. The 
purpose is to develop and refresh Christian disciples and leaders by inspir-
ing, challenging and equipping adults to return to their own churches for 
Christian action in their home, churches, workplaces and communities.  

As He does every day, Christ meets each person right where he or she is in 
their Spiritual walk with Him. 

During the weekend, there are times: for worship – for prayer – for music –
for quiet reflection – for conversations – and for fun. It is held at Camp Io-Dis-
E-Ca, near Cedar Rapids. (There are no stairs or steps.) 

Your way to and from the camp will be provided. 

Women’s weekend: Oct. 22-25, 2026 

Men’s weekend:   April 8-11, 2027 

If you have questions or would be interested in attending, please contact Mary 
McAllister – 319-753-6692 – mcsilverstar@yahoo.com. If not home, please 
leave a message. 

(Pastor David Lukov introduced members of First Presbyterian to the Walk to 
Emmaus.  At one time, around 20 of our members had attended a Walk to Em-
maus weekend.) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mcsilverstar@yahoo.com


KNITWITS 

The Knitwits will meet at the church, September 2, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. 

The group meet for about one hour and knit and/or crochet prayer shawls or lap 

throws. Do you know of someone who is low in spirits; has lost a loved one, 

companion or friend; has health issues; or just needs to know that they are loved 

and appreciated? Do you know of someone who is celebrating a joyous occasion 

such as a birthday or anniversary? The Church sanctuary has a variety of prayer 

shawls or lap throws; and they are FREE for the taking by anyone. 

 

The Knitwits welcome anyone who would like to join our Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

 

God’s grace be upon you: 

May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence. 

May it warm you when you are weary 

May it encourage you when you are discouraged. 

May it assure you of God’s care and comfort. 

May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others. 
  



Mission Committee Upcoming Meeting

The Mission Committee plans to have its monthly meeting on the first Wednesday 

of each month at 12:00 noon. Bring a sack lunch. We will meet next on September 

2. 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who donated to the annual school supply 
drive! 75 items were divided up between local & Iowa City kids! 

 
A Big thank you to Barb Garcia, who delivered in person, the monthly gifts & 

school supplies for students getting tutored while receiving treatment. 
 

Jill Nalley delivered the school supplies to our local schools! Thank you, Jill! 
 

We appreciate everyone’s giving to the Treasure Chest also! 
     

Jordan & Kevin, we really appreciate you getting bread for our monthly food 
giveaways! 

 
Jill Nalley & Pat Saldeen, for delivering the leftover bread items to the 

Homeless Shelter & Transitions DMC. 
 

And Jordan, your generous purchase of the canvas wagon for Mission use, 
making our job easier! 

 
And a Big shout out to Janet Calvin for giving towards the Treasure Chest & 

school supplies monetarily. You have a HUGE heart, Janet! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Burlington Fire Department Meal 
 

“Thank You” are two simple words, but they do not express the sincere 
appreciation for those individuals who prepared dishes for the Burlington Fire 
Department! For three days, we took food to the department to feed the 
personnel. It was well received and expressions of gratitude were expressed!  
When asked how the food was - there was a resounding “It was delicious”!  
Thank You! 

     Mission Committee 
-Submitted by Brenda Frederick- 

 

We have some amazing, generous people in our 
congregation, and here are two of them. Brenda 
Frederick and Kevin Eibes were just ready to load a 
delicious lunch into Brenda’s truck to deliver to 
the staff at the fire department. Part of Mission 
outreach, this was the 3rd consecutive day to 
furnish lunch – a plan that ensured each group of 
15 firefighters was included.  

In the front of them is a huge pan of lasagna 
made for each lunch by Randy Webster. Others 
volunteered to furnish salads and watermelon to 
complete the meal. Brenda and Kevin reported that 
the firemen were enthusiastically appreciative. 

When I stopped in, I was so impressed and touched that I wanted to share 
this with our church family. Brenda and Kevin humbly downplayed their part 
in the effort and energy it took to plan, organize volunteers, and deliver the 
meals. Instead, a spirit of joy and gratitude radiated from them. They are an 
inspiration. And they are just two of the many generous and caring people in 
our church family who work together to serve our community and God 
through various ministries. What a blessing! 

 
-Submitted by Carol Brotherson- 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Frederick & Kevin 
Eibes with a couple of 
the firemen at the 
Burlington Fire 
Department! 

-Photo Submitted  
by Terri Huddleston 



Shepherd’s Table Menu
Shepherd’s Table is on the last Wednesday of the month from 4:30pm-6:00pm 

hosted by First Congregational Church & First Presbyterian Church 
at 313 N. 4th St. Burlington, IA. This is a free meal. 

Below is the menu for September 2026 – January 2027! 
 

Red-Presbyterians 
Blue-Congregationalists 

 
September 30 

Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
Coleslaw 

Baked Beans 
Dessert 

 
October 28 

Egg Casserole with Ham 
Fruit 

Muffins 
 

November – TBD 
 
 

December 30 
Chili with Peanut Butter Sandwiches 

Veggie Tray 
Corn Bread 

Cookies 
 

January 27 
Macaroni & Cheese Casserole 

Applesauce 
Green Beans 

Dessert 

 

 

 

 



Announcements!
 
 

 
The office will be closed on Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor Day! 

Normal office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 8. 
 

Community Vespers on Friday, September 11 @ 7:00pm in the Chapel. A public 
service commemorating the 25th anniversary of the events of 9/11. 

 
The First Family Reunion Homecoming, September 12 & 13! On Saturday, 

September 13, social hour & dinner @ 5:00pm. The Iowa/Iowa State Football 
game will be on the big screen tv in the Chapel @ 6:30pm. Sunday, September 
13, Choir rehearsal @ 9:00am and Worship @ 10:00am! Dinner to follow the 

service! 
 

Youth Sunday School starts back on Sunday, September 13 @ 9:00am in the 
lower level!  

 
Yum-Yums will meet on Wednesday, September 16 @ 5:15pm @ The Yarmouth 

Filling Station in Yarmouth, IA. Carpool meets @ 4:45pm @ Fareway. 
 

Farmer’s Market @ the Church is on Thursday, September 17 from 4:30pm – 
6:00pm. If you or someone you know is struggling and in need of food, please 

come down and get a free bag of food. 
 

Shepherd’s Table is on Wednesday, September 30 from 4:30pm – 6:00pm @ 
First Congregational Church! This is a free meal and open to the public! On the 

menu will be: Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Coleslaw, Baked Beans, and Dessert! 
 

Live Streaming our Worship Services 

 

Can’t make it to Sunday service? No problem! Every Sunday service is live 
streamed on Facebook! Please join us! Just go to Facebook on your phone, 
tablet, or computer and navigate to our Facebook page!  

If you have not yet watched a Facebook service, or don’t know how, locate 
Facebook on your phone, tablet or computer, search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Burlington, Iowa, and then sit back and enjoy. The weekly bulletin is 
being provided via e-mail so you can follow along and take part as you wish. 
Comments are appreciated.



September 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours 

M-W-F 1:30pm-4:30pm 
T-Th 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
 

1 
 

2 8:30am Bible Study 

KnitWits meets @ 10am 

Mission Mtg. @ Noon 

Table 4 One meets @ 
5:30pm @ Sue 

Gilchrist’s home 
 

3 
Session mtg 
@ 1:00pm 

Farmer’s Market 
booth 

4:30pm-7pm 

4  

  

 

5 
 

6 15th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship  

 

7 
 

8   
 

9  

8:30am Bible Study 

 

10   
 

Farmer’s Market 
booth 

4:30pm-7pm 

11   
Community 

Vespers @ 7pm: 
A Public Service 
commemorating 

the 25th 
Anniversary of 

9/11. 

12  
The 1st Family 

Reunion 
Homecoming! 

Dinner at 5:00pm 

13 16th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. & 
Youth Sunday School 
Starts & Choir rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
2nd Sunday Luncheon 
Church Family Reunion! 

14 
 

 

15 16  
8:30am Bible Study 

 
Yum Yums! @ The 
Yarmouth Filling 
Station @ 5:15pm; 

Carpool @ 4:45pm @ 
Fareway 

17  
Farmer’s Market 

booth 
4:30pm-7pm 

 
Farmer’s Market @ 

the Church 
4:30pm-6pm 

18 
 

 

19 
 

Private Event in 
Fellowship Hall 

All Day until 5pm 

20 17th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
 
 

21 
Deadline For 

Connections 

22 
 
 

23  
8:30am Bible Study 

 

24   
Last Farmer’s 
Market Booth 
4:30pm-7pm 

 

25 
 

26 

 
 
 

27 18th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed. 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

28  
Trustee’s mtg. 

@ 10:00am 
 

29 
 

30 
8:30am Bible Study 

 
Shepherd’s Table 

4:30pm-6pm 

   
 

 

 

 


